
 

 

 
 

 

A Spirit of Radical Hospitality 
Last weekend we were gifted with a glorious day for our Community Market Day. What was 
behind our market day? Last year I encountered someone 
who asked me if as a non-Catholic if they were allowed to en-
ter the church. This had me mystified. Of course, you are wel-
come. Why do people think like that? Maybe traditionally we 
had an expectation of people to know what to do when they 
arrived at our church – when to bow, kneel, stand, and re-
spond etc. With the market day I wanted people to walk in 
through our gates and to feel welcome, and to maybe feel a little curious about our commu-
nity. I am in the privileged position to know that this happened. People were welcomed when 
they arrived, their children were entertained, and people engaged with them. 

As new people encounter our Parish or come to church, we want them to feel welcome, and 
that this is a place they could belong. In the past we have expected people to behave correctly 
first, then believe in God and the teachings of the Church, and then they would belong. 

Let’s flip this on its head. Let us make people feel welcome and help them belong here so they 
will believe in the hope of Jesus and the riches of our Church, which will lead to beginning to 
behave like a follower of Jesus. 

Over the next few months, you may see our school families, our First Communion families, 
young people and young adults more frequently. What can you do to make them feel wel-
come? Say hello and ask them their names. Tell them you are pleased they joined us, and 
invite them for a cup of tea after Mass.  

People stay because they belong. To help people feel at home with us is the work of the whole 
Parish. Each of us are called to have the spirit of hospitality – radical hospitality. 

We have a cuppa tea each week after the 9:30am and 11am Masses and once a month after 
8am. Don’t rush off after Mass come and join us. You are a gift to us, and we want to get to 
know you all. If you love hospitality and would like to take the extra step 
to help with the cuppa or to welcome people before Mass contact the Par-
ish Office. 

I ask you all to pray for our Parish that we may have the spirit of radical 
hospitality and welcome. 

A big THANK YOU to our generous donors and all those who helped with 
the market.  We look forward to more events where we can invite our 
neighbours and local community to join us. 

Clare Bell 
Parish Pastoral Worker 

Rite of Election We are excited that our Cathedral Parish will be baptising 15 catechumens 
at Easter and welcoming 5 Candidates into full communion in the Catholic Church. Last week-
end Bishop Michael welcomed them at the Rite of Election.  Please pray for these catechumens 
and candidates as they continue their studies and earnestly seek God this Lent. 
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Mass offered for Sr Audrey Wafer RSM (Recent); Lois Bird 
(anniversary) Special Intention (2) 

Parish Office will be closed on Thursday 9th March.  Office 
staff will be at the Diocesan Administration Day. 

Vacancy - Personal Assistant to the Catholic Bishop of 
Christchurch Applications for this position close 8th 
March.  Full details about this position and how to apply 
can be found on the diocesan website www.chchcatho-
lic.nz  

Bishop Michael’s Cyclone Gabrielle Relief Appeal Bishop 
Michael has launched the Cyclone Gabrielle Relief Appeal, 
which will support the disaster relief efforts, remediation 
and recovery work, and the physical, mental and financial 
support services of the Dioceses of Auckland, Hamilton 
and Palmerston North.    You can donate online at 
www.cdoc.nz  or scan the QR code on the poster in the Nar-
thex. 

Silence in the Liturgy In this season of Lent we seek to 
deepen our prayer, engage in fasting 
and contribute to the poor.  In our lit-
urgy we simplify our celebrations at 
Mass. So we use ashes, the water of 
baptism, the penitential colour of pur-

ple, the absence of flowers in the sanctuary. We refrain 
from proclaiming Alleluia in our prayers.   In this same 
spirit, we will end each Mass during Lent in silence. The ab-
sence of sound is stark and becomes another moment 
where we are invited to more clearly hear God speak his 
word. 

Internet Scams Please be vigilant when using the internet. 
In recent days a sophisticated fake Facebook page has ap-

peared in Bishop Michael’s name. 
Emails supposedly from Fr Simon have 
circulated asking for money or gift 
cards. We will never write to you per-
sonally asking for money. Look for clues 
like an odd-looking email address or un-

usual vocabulary in the messages. Never click on a link un-
less absolutely confident of where it will take you 

Father Ihor from Ukraine – request for help Many pa-
rishioners met Fr Ihor when he came to celebrate Mass re-
cently. A priest classmate of his runs an ‘Emmaus’ house in 
Lviv – a place where homeless people are helped to pick up 
their lives and start afresh. While there, residents are 
helped to combat alcoholism and other addictions. With 
the Russian bombing, Lviv is suffering. Fr Ihor says the big 
problem for the Emmaus half way house is the broken 
power system.  So we are being invited to send 1600 euros 
($3,000NZD) for them to buy four power generators. You 
can donate by putting a labelled gift in the collection basket 
or transfer funds directly to the parish bank account. Thank 
you.  

We ask you to pray for the 45 children & their families 
about to prepare for First Holy Communion and also the 
71 people currently taking part in our Alpha Programme. 

Stations of the Cross continue this Friday 
7pm in the Pro-Cathedral. Do join us for this 
beautiful and ancient devotion.  

Almsgiving Support the annual Caritas Len-
ten Appeal by picking up a set of 6 weekly 
giving envelopes from the pews or a single 
gifting envelope from the Narthex.  These 
can be returned via the Sunday Collection 
Basket.  Please note donations received at 
Caritas by 31st March will be included in the 
2023FYE tax receipt. 

Lenten Prayer If you’re not yet in the habit of personal 
prayer or want company in prayer during Lent, join Kirsten 
Challies from your own home, each weekday, for about 
15mins of prayer using a reading of the day. Simply go to 
YouTube and search Catholic Cathedral Parish Otautahi 
Christchurch at a time of the day that suits you.  

Scott Hahn Lenten Series on Holiness continues each 
Thursday morning during Lent, in the Assisi Lounge at 10 
till 11am. All are welcome. 

Winners of the Market Day Raffles have all been notified 
by phone/text.  Thank you to all who bought tickets in the 
raffles supporting our young pilgrims attending 2024 
World Youth Day.  Winners in the order drawn – Rochelle, 
Nahi Parera, Judy Garvey, Sr Bertha, Mark Currie, Daniel 
Adair, Maureen Nolan, Catherine, Ollie Anselmi, B Vink, 
Anne Talaska, Kirsten Challies, Maurice Lawlor, Rose Rarm, 
Vicki Suzuki, Maureen, Tam. 

Our St Vincent de Paul fed 180 people 
this week.  The pantry needs canned to-
matoes, canned fruit, 2-minute noodles, 
breakfast cereal, sweet biscuits, jam and 
cakes of soap.  Thank you for your con-
tinued support of the work our SVDP 
Conference do. 

Planned Giving Programme if you donate via automatic 
payment you should be quoting a 4 digit Planned Giving 
number with your donation (i.e. PG#1234).  Your planned 
giving number is unique to you and assists us with ensur-
ing accurate receipting.  If you are unsure of your number, 
please drop an email to the parish office for clarification. 

A Lenten Season Art Exhibition will be held in the Pro-
Cathedral Narthex over the weekend of 11th/12th March.  
Come and See.   See the posters in the Narthex for further 
information. 

Wednesday at One Concert in St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral 
every Wednesday – this week is John Linker on the organ 
with Lenten Flavours 

The Catholic Shop is looking for volunteers to work in the 
shop on a Friday.  Please contact Vicki on 027 422 2515. 

You can get this parish newsletter electronically by sign-
ing up via the parish website or downloading the parish 
app to your phone. 

Readings for the Day 
Gen 12: 1-4; 2 Tim 1:8-10   Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9 

Psalm Response 
Lord, let your mercy be on us, 

as we place our trust in you 


