
 

 

 
 

 
Reaching For More 

Lent could bring with it a sense of apprehension or angst and Lenten practices, pressure 
of failure. Alternatively Lent could be seen as a mouth-wa-
tering invitation to MORE, in the same way as someone 
parched by continuous days in the scorching sun, might 
view an invitation to a fresh waterhole where they can 
drink and immerse themselves. Jesus invites us to draw 
deeply from the water that really does satisfy and sustain. 

One of the results of responding to that invitation and reaching toward the ‘holy’, is that 
it can illuminate our own inadequacies and shortcomings. But He who invites us wants 
the absolute best for us, and time with God only reminds us that He is ‘all tenderness and 
compassion, slow to anger, rich in graciousness, and ready to relent’ (Joel 2:13). We there-
fore have no need to fear being shown our sinfulness. God’s mercy and healing allow us 
to drink more fully from the waters of salvation (Is 12:3). 

When we reach FOR something, it costs us the effort of reaching. But when it’s something 
we really want, the effort of reaching goes unnoticed; the outcome outweighs the effort.  
So too with our Lenten observances; when we reach for the ‘holy’ the effort to pray, fast 
or give alms, is outweighed by the benefit. Perhaps, rather than thinking of our Lenten 
efforts as tests of discipline or proof of our self-control (or lack of!), it might be more 
helpful to focus on Jesus’ invitation to MORE, and reaching for the ‘holy’.  

This Lent there are many in the North Island, in Turkey and Syria and in war-torn coun-
tries, who don’t have the luxury of focusing, as we can, on drawing near to God during 
Lent, as their attention is needed on securing basic needs. Perhaps this Lent we could 
stand in the gap for them. Let’s make our Lenten efforts on their behalf as well as our 
own, asking God to bless them as a result and send them the help they need. 

If you want some company in prayer this Lent, or if you find prayer dif-
ficult, join me each weekday from your own home, by logging on to our 
You Tube channel (on You Tube search ‘Catholic Cathedral Parish, Otau-
tahi, Christchurch’). Or consider joining weekday Masses or Stations of 
the Cross each Friday.   

Let’s together reach for more! 

Kirsten Challies 
Parish Pastoral Worker 

The Annual Ecumenical Ashes Liturgy was again very well supported on Ash Wednes-
day.  This was held in the Anglican Transitional Cathedral and was attended by both the 
Anglican Bishop and Bishop Michael. 

 
 Father Simon Eccleton, Bishop Michael Gielen, Bishop Peter Carrell Dean Lawrence Kimberley 
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Mass offered for Shane Patrick Gutschlag, Kathleen 
Winifred du Toit (Recent); Special Intention (1) 

Ngā mihi maioha!  Bishop Michael, on behalf of the Di-
ocese of Auckland, would like to gratefully acknowledge 
the generosity of our Diocese. Together, we have raised 
$135,000 for the Auckland Flood Appeal! We will directly 
donate this to the Catholic Caring Foundation, as re-
quested by the Diocese of Auckland, and those funds 
will immediately go to help those in the Diocese most 
effected by the recent flooding in Auckland. Mā te Atua 
koe e manaaki, e tiaki. 

Bishop Michael’s Cyclone Gabrielle Relief Appeal 
Since Bishop Michael reached out to ask for your most 
generous support of the Auckland Flood Appeal, the 
North Island has been ravaged again – this time by Cy-
clone Gabrielle.. Bishop Michael has launched the Cy-
clone Gabrielle Relief Appeal, which will support the dis-
aster relief efforts, remediation and recovery work, and 
the physical, mental and financial support services of 
the Dioceses of Auckland, Hamilton and Palmerston 
North.    You can donate online at www.cdoc.nz  Thank 
you for your generosity in helping those that are strug-
gling as a result of another tragic event. 

Blessing of Children at Sunday Mass Our practice at 
Cathedral Parish is for the priest to bless our children 
after Holy Communion is distributed. This helps us 
maintain a good standard of hygiene,  but is also an op-
portunity for everyone to share in this special moment 
as our little ones come forward at their own special time 
to receive their blessing. The blessing is offered at every 
Sunday Mass each weekend.  

Right to Life invites parishioners to pray during Lent for 
an end to abortion.  Join us at our weekly prayer vigil 
each Monday at 2pm - 3pm in Hagley Park opposite the 
nurses chapel.  We will pray peacefully for the unborn, 
their mothers and those who take part in abortion.  
Consider making this your Lenten prayer sacrifice,  mak-
ing these 40 days into 40 days for life. 

Pastoral Care If you know of a parishioner who is strug-
gling in some way and would benefit from having a visit 
from one of the Pastoral Care Team, please contact Sr 
Marietta on email marietta38@xtra.co.nz. We want to 
provide care as it is needed. 

Our Alpha Programme starts this week – 
Tuesday 28th February (dinner Alpha) and 
Wednesday 1st March (dessert Alpha).  Con-
tact Clare Bell to register and for details 
cbell@cathedralparish.nz  

NZ Catholic on sale this weekend in the parish $4.00 
each. 

Cyclone Gabrielle Appeal - St Vincent de Paul have 
started a national appeal to assist the victims of Cyclone 
Gabrielle.  Our local SVDP will take financial donations 
into their account Westpac 03 1700 0027831 00 using 
your surname and ‘Gabrielle’ as reference.  These will 
be forwarded to the national office to assist where the 
need is greatest. 

Stations of the Cross Each 
Friday during Lent at 7pm, 
starting this Friday, we will 
pray the Stations of the Cross 

in the Pro-Cathedral. Do join us for this beautiful and 
ancient devotion.  

Almsgiving Support the annual Caritas Lenten Appeal 
by picking up a set of 6 weekly giving envelopes from 
the pews or a single gifting envelope from the Narthex.  
These can be returned via the Sunday Collection Basket.  
Please note donations received at Caritas by 31st March 
will be included in the 2023FYE tax receipt. 

Lenten Prayer If you’re not yet in the habit of personal 
prayer or want company in prayer during Lent, join 
Kirsten Challies from your own home, each weekday, 
for about 15mins of prayer using a reading of the day. 
Simply go to You Tube and search Catholic Cathedral 
Parish Otautahi Christchurch at a time of the day that 
suits you.  

Scott Hahn Lenten Series on Holiness Join with others 
for a Bible Study Series by Scott Hahn called “Holy Is His 
Name” - tracing the meaning of holiness from its origins 
in Scripture to its appearance in our own lives today. 
Thursday mornings during Lent, in the Assisi Lounge at 
10 till 11am. All are welcome. If you would prefer to 
watch the series in your own time, you can subscribe 
free of charge by following this link: Holy is His Name 
Study – St. Paul Center (stpaulcenter.com). 

Our St Vincent de Paul fed 150 people this week.  The 
pantry needs breakfast cereal, canned fruit, long-life 
milk, baked beans, spaghetti, pasta & pasta sauce, jam 
& peanut butter, tea, coffee, toilet paper & soap pow-
der.  Thank you for your continued support of the work 
our SVDP do. 

As part of our ongoing Health & Safety Procedures in 
the parish we would like to know of parishioners who 
have first aid training.  If this is you please send an email 
to the parish office ktester@cathedralparish.nz  We con-
tinue to look for volunteers to be fire wardens at Mass.  
If you are able to assist then please let the office know. 

Planned Giving Programme If you are part of our 
Planned Giving programme and donate by weekly enve-
lope please ensure you are only using envelopes for the 
current financial year (April 2022 to March 2023).  Using 
old envelopes may cause a receipting issue.   If you only 
have old envelopes, please contact the parish office for 
replacements. 

Readings for the Day 
Gen 2: 7-9, 3: 1-7; Rom 5: 12-19 

Gospel: Matthew 4: 1-11 
Psalm Response 

Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 


