
 

 

 
 

 

GOD AND HIS BEAUTIFUL CREATION 
In recent times, we have been witnessing a sudden rise in the city 
temperature, flooding in Auckland, and many other environmental 
problems in New Zealand and other parts of the world. It is a grave 
environmental problem, and it will become worse in the days to 
come if we do not do something concrete to find a solution to this 
problem.   

Interestingly, the weekday readings these days are from the Book of 
Genesis. The readings tell us God is the Creator of everything, visible 
and invisible. After completing his work of creation, he said it was 

good. But after creating human beings and entrusting all other creatures to their care, 
he said it was very good. In God’s creation, human beings occupy a unique place because 
he created them in his own image and likeness. He desires a personal relationship with 
us. He calls us to share in his nature and in his creation. Moreover, he is happy to make 
us his collaborators, protectors, and caretakers of his creation.  

But the reality around us is that we have dominated and destroyed his beautiful creation, 
which also reflects the image of the Creator. We have forgotten that we are steward and 
not the owner of his creation. Because of our selfishness and greed, we have misused 
natural resources, bringing disastrous consequences for human beings and their envi-
ronment.  

The Catholic Church is concerned about the misuse of God’s creation, which results in 
environmental problems. In his encyclical "Laudato Si," 
Pope Francis has brought to our attention the environ-
mental problems that we all face. He says we are re-
sponsible for global warming as well as for numerous 
other environmental problems that pollute the air and 
water. He appeals to the international community and 
others who are responsible for bringing about 
changes.  

As we listen to the readings these days from the Book of Genesis, we should pray for the 
wisdom to find solutions to environmental problems. We should thank God for his beau-
tiful creation around us, especially our country and its resources. As responsible citizens 
of this planet and our country, we should do everything we can to repair the damage. 
May St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of the environment, pray for us all to do our 
best to respect the creation of God. By respecting his creation, we are respecting the 
creator.  

Fr Vincent Barboza 
Assistant Priest – Cathedral Parish 

Auckland Flood Appeal Bishop Michael has launched an Auckland Flood Appeal to pro-
vide support to those in Auckland who have been severely 
impacted by the recent flooding and its effects. If you wish 
to support the Appeal, please donate to the Diocesan fund-
raising account: 03 0802 0948733 22 with the following in-
formation:  

Particulars: Your surname & initials    
Code: AKL Reference: Phone #  

If you require a receipt please email giving@cdoc.nz with the 
date of donation, the amount, your phone number and your email/postal details.  
 

PARISH   INFORMATION 
 

Parish website 
www.catholiccathedralchch.org.nz 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 5:30pm 

Sunday 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 
4:30pm and 6:00pm 

 
Te Rangimarie Centre  
11:00am (Miha Māori) 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday to Friday 

7:30am  
9:15am, 12:05pm  
Saturday 9:15am  
Public Holidays 

 9:15am  

RECONCILIATION 
Monday to Friday 11:30am 

Saturday 9:45am 

 
PRESBYTERY 
03 377 5610 

BISHOP OF CHRISTCHURCH  
Bishop Michael Gielen 

CATHEDRAL ADMINISTRATOR  
Fr Simon Eccleton 

frsimon@cathedralparish.nz  

ASSISTANT PRIESTS 
Fr Monty Bamford 

frmonty@cathedralparish.nz    
Fr Vincent Barboza 

frvincent@cathedralparish.nz  
 

IN RESIDENCE 
Fr Joy Thottamkara CSsR 

joycssr@gmail.com   
 

PARISH OFFICE 
03 379 1068 

office@cathedralparish.nz 
Office Hours 

Mon-Fri 8:30am – 12:30pm 
Executive Assistant 

to the Administrator  
Kirsten Tester  
03 595 1053 

ea@cathedralparish.nz 
 

Pastoral Workers 
Kirsten Challies 

kchallies@cathedralparish.nz 
Clare Bell 

cbell@cathedralparish.nz 
Cathie Hurdle 

(On maternity leave) 

12th February 2023 
6thSunday in Ordinary Time 

 



Mass offered for David Campbell McKenzie, Vincent 
Prue (Recent); Ray Musson, Marguerite Macpherson, 
Fay & Jack Corcoran (anniversaries). 

PARISH NOTICES 
The parish office will be closed on Monday 13th Feb-
ruary as parish staff return from the Divine Renovation 
Conference in Australia. 

Daily Adoration (Monday to Friday – 11am to midday) 
Come and spend an hour before the Lord in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel for just call in for a visit. 

If you attend Adoration here and would be able to as-
sist with Adoration setup on a Tuesday, please contact 
the parish office. 

Parish Community Market Day 
Saturday 25th February 2023 

What we need this week:    

> to borrow large outdoor games EG Connect 4/Jenga 
> items for the raffle prizes (chocolates, preserves, gro-

cery items, games, crafts, vouchers) 
>Trestle tables to use on the day 
>baking/bakers for the cake stall & café 
> sponsors for the children’s entertainment 
>people to assist with the local community letterbox 

drop next week 
To assist with any of the above please contact Clare Bell 
on cbell@cathedralparish.nz  

PLEASE NOTE: We are not collecting 2nd hand goods. 

Prayer Support Once again the parish is 
providing personal prayer support at the 
conclusion of selected weekend Masses. 
We have trained parishioners available 
to stand alongside others in the pres-

ence of Our Lord and support them in prayer. This week 
this will be available in the chapel after 5:30 pm (Satur-
day), 9am, 11am and 4:30pm (Sunday) Masses so please 
come forward if you are seeking prayer support. NB 
Masses where this is available will vary from week to 
week and these will be announced at the conclusion of 
the Mass. 
 

Registrations Now Open for Alpha Choose from Tues-
day 5:30pm dinner Alpha starting on 28th 
February or Wednesday 7pm for dessert 
starting 1st March. Sign up next weekend 
at Mass or email cathedralal-
phachch@gmail.com  Take a postcard 
from the foyer if you wish to invite a friend 
or family member. 

Mission Circle The first Mission Circle for 2023 is Tues-
day 14 February at 1:30pm in the Assisi Lounge.  Thanks 
to the generosity of those attending these monthly 
gatherings last year, the following amounts were do-
nated to the following charities:  Mission Sunday Collec-
tion ($500); St Columban Mission Society ($1,000.00);  
Jesuits in India ($1,000)  and Pacific Leprosy ($100).  An 
invitation is extended to all parishioners to join with us 
for an afternoon of fun, including games of Housie, raf-
fles and afternoon tea.   Queries to Diana 942 1705 or 
Gaye 960 5328 

Workshop on How To Share Your Faith run by Kirsten 
Challies - Wednesday February 15th at 7pm in the Assisi 
Lounge.  All welcome, no previous experience 
needed   

New Parishioner Wine & Cheese Evening All those 
who have recently joined us here at the Cathedral Par-
ish are invited to come along on Friday February 17th at 
5:30pm in the Assisi Lounge to meet the parish team 
and to hear how we are assisting the work God is doing 
here.  If you have joined us over the past year and ha-
ven’t attended one of these evenings, we would love to 
see you there. 

Parish Men's Luncheon to be held at GBR Cafe 180 
Marshlands Rd 12 midday Tuesday 21st February Please 
confirm attendance by Friday February 17th to Martin 
385 9947.  The men’s luncheon is every 2nd month on 
the 3rd Tuesday - why not make this the year you get out 
and meet a few more of your fellow parishioners.   

2023 First Holy Communion Sacramental Pro-
gramme The parish First Holy Communion Celebration 
will take place on Sunday 18th June.  The programme will 
commence soon.  We are inviting children Year 4 and 
above who have been baptised in the Catholic Church 
to sign up now.  For signup information contact the par-
ish office or email Clare on cbell@cathedralparish.nz 

Fr Simon’s Weekday Homiles are available on the par-
ish website.  Go to Our Church/Homily Clips to enjoy. 

Wednesdays at One a weekly feast of music in St 
Mary’s Pro-Cathedral commences this week.  February 
15th February – Henry Nicholson & Gabriel Baird.  Con-
cert begins at 1:10pm – Cathedral Café opens at 
12:45pm in the church foyer. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 

Valentine’s Day Mass All are invited to cele-
brate a St Valentine’s Day Mass on Tuesday 
14th February at 6:30pm in St Mary’s Pro-Ca-
thedral.  Reflecting on God’s gift of love in 

marriage.  Hospitality to follow.  Come and celebrate 
with others.   

A Day with Mary St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral, Manchester 
Street on 18th February commencing at 9am and con-
cluding at 3pm.  For further details contact Ron on 379 
0567. 

 

Readings for the Day 
SIR (EC) 15: 15-20; 1 Cor 2:6-10;  

Gospel: Matthew 5:17-37 
Psalm Response 

Happy are they who follow the law of the Lord! 


