
 

 

 
 

 
THE CHURCH IS ALWAYS ALIVE 

The Church is alive! We have two thousand years of Church history, with much suf-
fering and also many failures: we think of the Church in Asia Minor, of the great and 
flourishing Church in North Africa, which disappeared with the Muslim invasion.  

In the age of the Reformation, the Catholic Church truly seemed to be almost fin-
ished. It seemed that triumph belonged to this new movement, which asserted: now 
the Church of Rome is finished. And we see how with the great saints like Ignatius of 
Loyola, Teresa of Avila, Charles Borromeo and others, the Church rose again.  

We see the time of the Enlightenment, during which Voltaire said: finally this ancient 
Church is finished, and humanity lives! But what happened instead? The Church re-
newed itself. The 19th century became the century of the great saints, of a new vital-
ity for many religious congregations. The faith is stronger than all the movements 
that come and go.  

And it was the same way last century. Hitler said once: “Providence has called me, a 
Catholic, to put an end to Catholicism. Only a Catholic can destroy Catholicism.” He 
was certain that he had everything he needed to destroy Catholicism at last. Like-
wise, the great Marxist movement was certain that it would accomplish the scientific 
reshaping of the world and open the doors to the future. But it is the life of Christ 
that triumphs in his Church.  

Even in difficult times, when there is a lack of vocations, the word of the Lord remains 
forever. And those who – as the Lord says – build their lives upon 
this “rock” of the word of Christ, build well. For this reason, we can 
be trustful. We see that the Church in Africa, with all of its prob-
lems, nevertheless shows an encouraging vigour in vocations. And 
thus, with all the diversity in the contemporary historical pano-
rama, we see – and moreover believe – that the words of the Lord 
are spirit and life, they are the words of eternal life [...] and thus a 
hope that does not fail. 

Pope Benedict XVI 

2023 Clergy Appointments – Christchurch Diocese 
Priest Parish Appointment 
Fr Joselito Quinones Mid-Canterbury Parish Priest 
Fr Tien Cao Mackenzie Parish Priest 
Fr Do Nguyen North Assistant Priest 
Fr John Nixon Tholatt  Timaru Assistant Priest 
Fr Vincent Barboza Cathedral Assistant Priest 
Fr Denis Nolan Retiring from active ministry 
Fr Peter Costello "Priest in Residence" at Holy Cross Seminary AKL 
Fr Thanh Tran Undertaking training before taking up an appoint-

ment at Holy Cross Seminary as a formator 

Fr Huynh Tran Chaplain to the Vietnamese Community 
Huong Dinh Our seminarian has been appointed to Waimakariri 

Parish for his pastoral placement year and will move 
there at the end of January. 

PARISH   INFORMATION 
 

Parish website 
www.catholiccathedralchch.org.nz 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 5.30pm 

Sunday 8.00am, 9.30am, 11.00am, 
4.30pm and 6.00pm 

 
Te Rangimarie Centre  
11.00am (Miha Māori) 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday to Friday 

7:30am  
9:15am, 12:05pm  
Saturday 9:15am  
Public Holidays 

 9:15am  

RECONCILIATION 
Monday to Friday 11:30am 

Saturday 9:45am 

 
PRESBYTERY 
03 377 5610 

BISHOP OF CHRISTCHURCH  
Bishop Michael Gielen 

CATHEDRAL ADMINISTRATOR  
Fr Simon Eccleton 

frsimon@cathedralparish.nz 

ASSISTANT PRIESTS 
Fr Thanh Tran 

frthanh@cathedralparish.nz 

Fr Monty Bamford 
frmonty@cathedralparish.nz 

 
IN RESIDENCE 

Fr Joy Thottamkara CSsR 
joycssr@gmail.com 

PARISH OFFICE 
03 379 1068 

Office Hours 
Mon-Fri 8:30am – 12:30pm 

Parish Secretary  
office@cathedralparish.nz 

Executive Assistant 
to the Administrator  

Kirsten Tester  
03 595 1053 

ea@cathedralparish.nz 
Pastoral Workers 

Kirsten Challies 
kchallies@cathedralparish.nz 

Clare Bell 
cbell@cathedralparish.nz 

Cathie Hurdle 
(on maternity leave) 

4th December 2022  
Second Sunday of Advent  

 



 

Masses offered for Lily-Rose Lowe, Betty Purdie, Patricia 
Sutherland, John Clarke (recent); Patrick Collins (anniver-
sary); Thanksgiving (2), Special Intention (1). 

Advent The following are ways we can assist you to keep 
Christ as a focus this Advent: 
† Join in 15 minutes of prayer each weekday from the 

comfort of your home, by searching YouTube for “The 
Cathedral Parish Otautahi Christchurch”.  

† In the Narthex you’ll find an Advent Prayer Booklet, 
which has a prayer focus for each day.  

† On a Tuesday evening we have a time of prayer and dis-
cussion between 7-8pm in the Assisi Lounge. 

Let’s join in making an effort for Christ this Advent. 

The parish extends its prayerful CONGRATULATIONS this 
week to Les & Christine Sparrow celebrating 60 years of 

marriage; Sr Marietta Parsons – 60 years 
professed and Sr Bertha Hurley – 59 years 
professed.  What wonderful examples of the 
Sacramental life of the church.  

Visit by Father Ihor Holovko, Ukrainian Catholic Priest  
Fr Ihor will be visiting us this week. He will give the homily 
at a special Mass offered for the people of Ukraine – this 
Friday 5:30pm at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral. This event is a 
practical way for us to show our prayerful support for the 
suffering people of Ukraine. 

Prayer Ministry (Intercessory Prayer) This ministry oper-
ates in our parish. Trained parishioners stand alongside 
others in the presence of Our Lord and support them in 
prayer.  You come forward seeking help through prayer as 
an individual, as a couple or as a family; it doesn’t matter, 
what is important, is that through prayer, we are all able to 
reach out to our loving Lord this advent in a real and mean-
ingful way with the help of the Holy Spirit.  This weekend 
we have people available to pray with you after 5:30pm, 
9:30am 11am and 4:30pm Mass.  

Parish Office and the Catholic Shop Open the 4 Sundays 
of Advent – call in this Sunday 8:30am – 12:30pm. 

Farewell for Fr Thanh Sunday 18th December at 3pm in 
Our Lady’s Grotto we will hold a thanksgiving afternoon tea 
for the blessings of this year. It will also be the opportunity 
for us to say thank you and farewell to Father Thanh as he 
prepares to leave us on 8th January. Please bring a plate to 
share.  If you would like to contribute to the farewell gift for 
Fr Thanh you can do so directly into the parish account 03 
1592 0207236 20 with the reference ‘Fr Thanh’ or you can 
put your contribution in an envelope with ‘Fr Thanh’ written 
on it and drop it in the collection plate at Mass or into the 
parish office during the week. 

Cathedral Family Choir for Christmas Eve Mass All chil-
dren and family members are invited to join 
our Parish Family Choir leading the music at 
5:30pm Christmas Eve Mass.   Practices will 
be on Tuesdays 4-5pm - 6th, 13th & 20th De-
cember in the St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral Choir 
Loft.  Email musicdirector@cathedralpar-

ish.nz for further info or just turn up to practices.  
Our St Vincent de Paul assisted 147 people with food this 
week.  The pantry needs breakfast cereal, canned fruit, 
spaghetti & baked beans, long-life milk, tea/coffee pasta 
and soap powder.   
Vinnies Christmas Angels are available in the Narthex.  
Take an angel and return it the following week.  Your con-
tribution helps bring Christmas to those in need. 
The Annual Vinnies Christmas Gift Grotto needs gifts for 
children aged 0-16yrs.  They require new gifts unwrapped.  
Please be aware, these gifts will be distributed to families 
over this coming week, so your donation is welcomed this 
weekend. 

Cathedral Parish Community Market Day “Save the 
Date” Saturday 25th February The aim of the Market is to 
build up community by doing a fun project together; to let 
the wider community know we are here; while fundraising 
for our young adults to attend World Youth Day 2023.  Con-
tact Clare Bell to book a market stall, if you would like to be 
involved in organising the market day or if your business 
would be interested in sponsoring parts of this event. 
cbell@cathedralparish.nz 

Readings for the Day 
Isaiah 11:1-10; Rom 15:4-9; Gospel: Matthew 3:1-2 

Psalm Response 
Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace 

for ever 

ST MARY’S PRO-CATHEDRAL CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES  

Saturday 24th December – Christmas Eve 
5:30pm Mass with Nativity Play & Carols from 5pm 

8:30pm Mass with Carols from 8.00pm 
12:00am Choral Midnight Mass - Carols from 11:30pm 

Sunday 25th December – Christmas Day 
8:00am Mass 
9:30am Mass 

11:00am Mass 
4:30pm Mass 

No 6pm Mass on Christmas Day 
- 

Te Rangimarie Centre – 8pm Christmas Eve 
Reconciliation from 7pm 

No Christmas Day Mass at Te Rangimarie. 


