
 

 

 
 

 

Christmas is a Time to Thank God 

Christmas is a beautiful time of the year. It’s a time for family reun-
ions and gatherings with friends. It is time for resting and recharging 
our bodies, spirits, and minds after a busy year. This season has given 
people endless motivation and inspiration to compose immortal 
songs, to paint marvellous paintings and to write admirable words. 
The birth of this Little Boy has split the history of humanity into two 
(BC and AD). New hope has been offered to the lonely and sorrowful 
of heart.  

Today our gospel reading invites us to reflect on Saint Joseph, the husband of Mother 
Mary. Saint Joseph played a crucial role in God’s plan of salvation. He was a man of 
honour who treated the Child and His mother with a loving and compassionate 
heart. Even in his confusion and challenges, he would open his heart to the Lord, and 
accepted God’s plan with profound trust.  

Christmas is a time to thank God for the great gift of his Son. It’s also time for us to 
be thankful for the many blessings we have received. I would like to take this 
opportunity to give thanks to God for his immense graces upon me. My thanks 
extends to all of you for your love, support and prayers for me. In early January I 
move to the next chapter of my life. Please keep me in your prayers that I may know 
to trust in God’s plan.  

I also pray that each of us may be wise, humble and courageous 
enough to point out to others that Jesus is the centre of the 
celebration of Christmas, through the way we express our 
gratitude to God, through the way we live our lives, care for 
others and practice our precious faith in the Lord. May God bless 
us all.  
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PARISH   INFORMATION 
 

Parish website 
www.catholiccathedralchch.org.nz 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 5.30pm 

Sunday 8.00am, 9.30am, 11.00am, 
4.30pm and 6.00pm 

 
Te Rangimarie Centre  
11.00am (Miha Māori) 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday to Friday 

7:30am  
9:15am, 12:05pm  
Saturday 9:15am  
Public Holidays 

 9:15am  

RECONCILIATION 
Monday to Friday 11:30am 

Saturday 9:45am 

 
PRESBYTERY 
03 377 5610 

BISHOP OF CHRISTCHURCH  
Bishop Michael Gielen 

CATHEDRAL ADMINISTRATOR  
Fr Simon Eccleton 

frsimon@cathedralparish.nz 

ASSISTANT PRIESTS 
Fr Thanh Tran 

frthanh@cathedralparish.nz 

Fr Monty Bamford 
frmonty@cathedralparish.nz 

 
IN RESIDENCE 

Fr Joy Thottamkara CSsR 
joycssr@gmail.com 

PARISH OFFICE 
03 379 1068 

Office Hours 
Mon-Fri 8:30am – 12:30pm 

Parish Secretary  
office@cathedralparish.nz 

Executive Assistant 
to the Administrator  

Kirsten Tester  
03 595 1053 

ea@cathedralparish.nz 
Pastoral Workers 

Kirsten Challies 
kchallies@cathedralparish.nz 

Clare Bell 
cbell@cathedralparish.nz 

Cathie Hurdle 
(On maternity leave) 

18th December 2022  
Fourth Sunday of Advent  

 



 

Mass offered for Mervyn Williams, Martin Haughey, 
Michael Barry (Recent); Pat Barnett, members of the Dow 
& Barnett families. 

The Parish Office and the Catholic Shop are both open 
today (Sunday 18th December) between 8:30am and 
12:30pm.  Columban Calendars available in the parish 
office $12 each.   

Thanksgiving Afternoon Tea Please join us on TODAY 
Sunday 18th December at 3pm near Our Lady’s Grotto 
(church side of the Music Centre) to give thanks for all that 
God has done in and through us as a parish this year. We 
want to offer thanks and celebrate all the service 
parishioners have given throughout the year. This will also 
be an opportunity for us to farewell Fr Thanh. See you 
there!  Feel free to bring a plate. 

Advent Join in 15 minutes of prayer each weekday from 
the comfort of your home, by searching YouTube for “The 
Cathedral Parish Otautahi Christchurch”.  

Let’s join in making an effort for Christ this last week of 
Advent. 

Advent Prayer We printed over 300 Advent Prayer 
booklets.  If you found the booklet helpful would you 
please let us know, so we can gauge if it is worth 
repeating next year – office@cathedralparish.nz  

The Parish Office closes on Friday 23rd December and 
reopens on Monday 23rd January 2023.  If you require a 
priest while the office is closed ring the Presbytery on 
377 5610. 

Draw Near Last week was the final for the year and we 
will now take a break. Thanks to all those who have 
joined us over recent months.  It’s been a blessing to 
have you. 

PREPARING FOR CHRISTMAS 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

As well as the normal daily Reconciliation times,  
we offer the following: 

Tuesday 20th – 10am to 12pm 
Wednesday 21st – 12:30pm to 3pm 

Thursday 23rd – 4pm to 6pm 

Parish Men's Luncheon to be held at "GBC" 180 
Marshlands Rd 12 midday on Tuesday 20th December. 
Please confirm attendance by December 18th. 
Confirmation or any inquiries to Martin 385 9947.  For 
those of you unable to attend, we wish you a Blessed & 
Holy Christmas.  Note in your diary the date for the first 
luncheon for 2023 – Tuesday 21st February. 

Christmas Roster The Roster has been emailed out to all 
those rostered for Ministry at any of our Christmas Masses.  
There is a hardcopy up on the noticeboard in the church. 

Cathedral Family Choir for Christmas Eve Mass Our 
Parish Family Choir is leading the music at 5:30pm 
Christmas Eve Mass.   Final Practice this Tuesday (4pm) 20th 
December in St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral choir loft.   

Perpetual Adoration Chapel remains open 24/7 during 
the holiday period.  With many people away, they need 
extra adorers to fill gaps this Christmas.  Please contact 
Matt on chchadoration@gmail.com or 027 536 9407 – can 
you spend an hour or two with the Lord this Christmas 
Season. 

Our St Vincent de Paul have fed 195 people this week.  
Cathedral St Vincent de Paul would like to acknowledge 
and thank you all for your support of the conference 
throughout this year.   

Vinnies Christmas Angels can still be returned right up to 
Christmas.  Thank you for your support. 

Christmas Day Collection The Christmas Day Collection 
goes to the Clergy Trust Fund.  The fund meets the medical 
& health costs of the priests, for retired and ill priests, 
housekeeping expenses etc.  Parish Planned Givers who 
donate by envelope will have a specific Christmas Day 
envelope.  If you wish to support this collection via online 
banking you can donate into the parish account Westpac 
03 1592 0207236 20 with reference Christmas.  Thank you 
for your support of our clergy. 

The Bishops Care Appeal Over 
the past year, $10,000 of the 
proceeds from the Bishop’s 
Care Appeal helped vulnerable people in the community 
access urgent medical treatment and mental health 
assistance. A small gift can make A BIG DIFFERENCE.  
Please consider a donation to help those in most need. 

Planned Giving Renewal Campaign 2022 Sincere 
thanks to everyone who participated in our annual 
finance campaign last month. While we don’t have 
detailed information to share with you yet, it’s clear the 
campaign has been received generously. Over 80 
additional individuals and households have signed up 
to join planned giving (via automatic payment or 
envelopes). This result helps us continue and develop 
the programmes we are rolling out. We are grateful for 
the trust you place in us.   If you missed our campaign 
and want to participate, pick up the brochure and 
response form in the narthex or contact the parish 
office.  

Weekday Mass Times at St Mary’s over the Summer Break: 
Monday 26th December - Saturday 14th January 2023 

One weekday Mass each day at 9:15am 
(Reconciliation following) 

† 
Monday 16th January - Saturday 21st January 

Two weekday Masses each day at 9:15am and 12:05pm  
(Reconciliation from 11:30am) 

† 
Monday 23rd January normal timetable resumes  

Three Masses each day 7:30am, 9:15am and 12:05pm 
(Reconciliation from 11:30am) 

Readings for the Day 
Isaiah 7: 10-14; Romans 1:1-7; Gospel: Matthew 1:18-24 

Psalm Response 
Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory 


