
 

 

 
 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
Today is the First Sunday of Advent and today we celebrate the beginning of 
a new liturgical year. This year we will mainly hear from Matthew’s Gospel in 
our Sunday readings.  For the next four Sundays the priest will wear violet vest-
ments at Mass, we don’t sing or say the Gloria and each Sunday a new candle 
will be lit on the Advent wreath. 

Why does the new liturgical year start with Advent? Surely it makes better 
sense for it to start at Christmas? What about Easter? Or maybe Pentecost? It seems a bit 
strange to start a new year so early. There is a famous saying: “Start with the end in mind.” We 
can apply this to the season of Advent. The word advent comes from the Latin word adventus, 
which means “coming” or “arrival.” We understand this arrival as referring to two different 
things. The first arrival we acknowledge is the arrival of Christ as judge at the end of time. This 
is the focus of the first part of Advent from today until the 16 December. The second part of 
Advent is more closely focussed on what we call the incarnation, the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God in the flesh at Christmas. This is the emphasis from the 17 -24 Decem-
ber.  

We can certainly see this emphasis on Christ’s return as judge reflected in our readings for 
today, the First Sunday of Advent. We are urged to be alert, ready, expectant for Jesus to return 
at the end of time. The same Lord Jesus, who was born in a feed trough in Bethlehem, will 
return again “to judge the living and the dead” as we recite in the Creed.  We don’t know the 
day or the hour that this will take place, so we always have to be ready, doing good deeds, 
waiting for the Lord to return. Advent is the ideal time to receive the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion. Times for this are listed in this newsletter, on our website or you can approach a priest 
at any time to receive this sacrament. 

“Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God, 
the resolve to run forth to meet your Christ with righteous deeds at his coming, 
So that, gathered at his right hand, 
They may be worthy to possess the heavenly Kingdom.” 

From the Collect (Opening Prayer) for the First Sunday of Advent 

Have a blessed Advent! 
Father Monty Bamford 
Assistant Priest 
 

 

PARISH   INFORMATION 
 

Parish website 
www.catholiccathedralchch.org.nz 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 5.30pm 

Sunday 8.00am, 9.30am, 11.00am, 
4.30pm and 6.00pm 

 
Te Rangimarie Centre  
11.00am (Miha Māori) 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday to Friday 

7:30am  
9:15am, 12:05pm  
Saturday 9:15am  
Public Holidays 

 9:15am  

RECONCILIATION 
Monday to Friday 11:30am 

Saturday 9:45am 

 
PRESBYTERY 
03 377 5610 

BISHOP OF CHRISTCHURCH  
Bishop Michael Gielen 

CATHEDRAL ADMINISTRATOR  
Fr Simon Eccleton 

frsimon@cathedralparish.nz 

ASSISTANT PRIESTS 
Fr Thanh Tran 

frthanh@cathedralparish.nz 

Fr Monty Bamford 
frmonty@cathedralparish.nz 

 
IN RESIDENCE 

Fr Joy Thottamkara CSsR 
joycssr@gmail.com 

PARISH OFFICE 
03 379 1068 

Office Hours 
Mon-Fri 8:30am – 12:30pm 

Parish Secretary  
office@cathedralparish.nz 

Executive Assistant 
to the Administrator  

Kirsten Tester  
03 595 1053 

ea@cathedralparish.nz 
Pastoral Workers 

Kirsten Challies 
kchallies@cathedralparish.nz 

Clare Bell 
cbell@cathedralparish.nz 

Cathie Hurdle 
churdle@cathedralparish.nz  

 

27th November 2022  
First Sunday of Advent  

 

This weekend marks the first week of the An-
nual Bishop’s Care Appeal.  You will find do-
nation envelopes at the ends of each pew, or 
in the Narthex.   

Drop your envelope into the collection plate 
each week – or use the QR code to make a di-
rect donation.  See the notices in the Narthex. 

The Bishop directs these funds to Catholic in-
itiatives and agencies doing great work in our 
community. 

Your continued support is appreciated. 



Advent Let’s together make an effort to put Christ first this 
Advent season. We can assist you with keeping focused in 
the following ways: 

Daily Masses  7:30am, 9:15am and 12:05pm (Mon-Fri) 
Daily Reconciliation at 11:30am  

The Advent Prayer booklet which has a daily prayer fo-
cus. You can collect this from the Narthex or download the 
PDF from our parish website: https://catholiccathedral-
chch.org.nz/2022/11/23/advent-prayer-resource-booklet/ 
Weekday online prayer join Kirsten Challies from the 
comfort of your own home, for 15mins of prayer.  To access 
this, click on the following link and subscribe: https://ti-
nyurl.com/TheCathedralParish 
Draw Near Continues every Tuesday 7pm in the Assisi 
Lounge.  Why not join us this Advent, come together to 
pray. 

Masses offered for Donna Emms (recent); Mary Blank, 
Holy Souls, Thanksgiving Mass (1) 

Farewell Gift for Fr Thanh As you are aware Fr Thanh 
leaves us on 8th January 2023.  The parish plans to make a 
monetary farewell gift to Fr Thanh as he leaves.  If you 
would like to contribute you can do so directly into the par-
ish account 03 1592 0207236 20 with the reference ‘Fr 
Thanh’ or you can put your contribution in an envelope 
with ‘Fr Thanh’ written on it and drop it in the collection 
plate at Mass or into the parish office during the week. 

Planned Giving Programme If you recently signed up to 
receive Planned Giving Envelopes, these are available now 
in the Narthex. 

Laptop for Sale Contact parish office. Near new, pur-
chased for $1200. Make your best offer.  

A Mass for Peace in West Papua will be held in St Mary’s 
Pro-Cathedral on Thursday 1st December at 5:30pm.  Call 
Ron 022 097 062 for more information. 

Cathedral Family Choir for Christmas Eve 
Mass All children and family members are in-
vited to join our Parish Family Choir leading 
the music at 5:30pm Christmas Eve Mass.   
Practices will be on Tuesdays 4-5pm. 

- 29th November & 6th December at St 
Francis of Assisi School Hall [Innes Rd] 

- 13th & 20th December in the St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral 
Choir Loft 

Email musicdirector@cathedralparish.nz for further infor-
mation or just turn up to practices described above. Every-
one is welcome. Please join us and be part of this im-
portant Liturgy. 

Through the Waters of Baptism we welcomed into the 
Catholic family 8 children 
baptised here on Satur-
day morning.  Our next 

Baptism Preparation Class will be held on Thursday 8th De-
cember.  You can register for this class by completing a 
Baptism Form available in the Narthex and dropping it into 
the parish office or handing it to one of the priests. 

Parish Office open Sundays during Advent The Parish 
Office is open this morning (Sunday 27th) and every Sunday 
during Advent - 8:30am - 12:30pm.   We have the best price 
in town for Columban Calendars ($12 each); call in to up-

date your details on the parish roll, get 
your safeguarding paperwork signed off, 
join a ministry.  We are here to help, so call 
in and see us. 

The Catholic Shop will also be open on 
Sunday mornings for Advent from Sunday 27th November 
through to Sunday 18th December – 8.30am to 12.30pm.  
We look forward to seeing you 

Our St Vincent de Paul helped 177 people 
with food in the past week.  The pantry is in 
need of breakfast cereal, canned fruit, spa-
ghetti & baked beans, jam, peanut butter and 
pasta.  You can also donate directly into the SVDP bank ac-
count 03-1700-0027831-00  (include a phone number if you 
require a tax receipt) 

Vinnies Christmas Angels will be available from next 
week.  The Annual Vinnies Christmas Gift Grotto is ac-
cepting gifts for children aged 0-16yrs.  They require new 
gifts unwrapped.  These can be left in the Vinnies basket in 
the Narthex.  See the noticeboard for more info. 

You are invited to come along to St Francis of Assisi 
School end of year learning celebration on Friday 2nd  
December at1:30pm.  You will be treated to some Christ-
mas Carols and some other entertainment from the chil-
dren. We would love to encourage as many Parishioners to 
come along as possible. We look forward to seeing you 
there (370 Innes Road). 

Cathedral Parish Community Market Day “Save the 
Date” Saturday 25th February The aim of the Market is to 
build up community by doing a fun project together; to let 
the wider community know we are here; while fundraising 
for our young adults to attend World Youth Day 2023.  Con-
tact Clare Bell to book a market stall, if you would like to be 
involved in organising the market day or if your business 
would be interested in sponsoring parts of this event. 
cbell@cathedralparish.nz 
 

Final Cathedral Safeguarding Workshop for 2022 We are 
pleased to host a Saturday morning Safeguarding Work-
shop specifically for Cathedral Parishioners.  All volunteers 
involved in any ministry in or on behalf of the parish are 
required to attend a Safeguarding Workshop.  Saturday 3rd 
December at 10am in the Assisi Lounge.  No need to regis-
ter. 

Readings for the Day 
Isaiah 2:1-5; 1 Rom 13: 11-14; Gospel: Matthew 24: 37-44 

Psalm Response 
Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord 


