
 

 

 
 

 

It’s the most Wonderful Time… 
No - the Busiest Time of the Year 

This is the time of the year when life gets busy, and we begin to feel slightly overwhelmed 
with end of the year functions, meeting end of the year deadlines, and Christmas shop-
ping. Sometimes it can feel like I’m spinning out of control. 

Recently at the Ablaze Conference, Bishop Michael invited us all to pray the Surrender 
Prayer for 9 days (Novena). During this prayer we were reminded that God is in control 
and has it all sorted, and all we need to do is be still and leave it to God. 
For 9 days I prayed the prayer “Oh Jesus, I surrender myself to you, take care of everything”. 
What struck me most was the simplicity of the words ‘take care of everything.’ Over the 9 
days I found myself simply praying “take care of everything”. I had many balls in the air, 
meetings to attend, a trip to Auckland, parent help at a dance performance; just the 
thought of it was overwhelming. How was I possibly going to come out the other end in 
one piece? I simply breathed and said “Oh Jesus, I surrender- myself to you, take care of 
everything” - and then I moved forward with what needed to be done.  

Was I tired at the end? Yes.  Was I stressed and overwhelmed? No. 
Did I feel peaceful? Yes. Can I face another busy patch? Yes. 

Late next week we will have copies of the Surrender Novena in the Parish Office for you 
to collect. Until then I encourage you to pray “Oh Jesus, I surrender myself to you, take care 
of everything!” and see where the Lord leads you. 

Every year the Pope asks us to celebrate World Youth Day. This year we celebrate at 
home in our local parish. This weekend we ask you to pray for our young people. As a 
Parish we want to be a place where young people are welcome, encouraged and loved. 
Next time you see as young person introduce yourself and find out a little bit about them. 
Don’t be put off if they are shy. Next year, World Youth Day will be celebrated with Pope 
Francis in Lisbon, Portugal. We are so excited to have a group of young adults travelling 
from our parish to be with the Pope in August 2023. Please keep them in your prayers. 
We look forward to supporting them with some fundraising in the new year. 

Clare Bell 
Parish Pastoral Worker 
 
Welcome to our Students Last month three students from Vietnam arrived in our parish 
to learn English with a view to offering themselves for priesthood in Christchurch Dio-
cese. We extend a warm welcome to Phổ, Tướng and Thăng (see photo). Do make your-
self known to them when you see them at the church.  

 

PARISH   INFORMATION 
 

Parish website 
www.catholiccathedralchch.org.nz 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 5.30pm 

Sunday 8.00am, 9.30am, 11.00am, 
4.30pm and 6.00pm 

 
Te Rangimarie Centre  
11.00am (Miha Māori) 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday to Friday 

7:30am  
9:15am, 12:05pm  
Saturday 9:15am  
Public Holidays 

 9:15am  

RECONCILIATION 
Monday to Friday 11:30am 

Saturday 9:45am 

 
PRESBYTERY 
03 377 5610 

BISHOP OF CHRISTCHURCH  
Bishop Michael Gielen 

CATHEDRAL ADMINISTRATOR  
Fr Simon Eccleton 

frsimon@cathedralparish.nz 

ASSISTANT PRIESTS 
Fr Thanh Tran 

frthanh@cathedralparish.nz 

Fr Monty Bamford 
frmonty@cathedralparish.nz 

 
IN RESIDENCE 

Fr Joy Thottamkara CSsR 
joycssr@gmail.com 

PARISH OFFICE 
03 379 1068 

Office Hours 
Mon-Fri 8:30am – 12:30pm 

Parish Secretary  
office@cathedralparish.nz 

Executive Assistant 
to the Administrator  

Kirsten Tester  
03 595 1053 

ea@cathedralparish.nz 
Pastoral Workers 

Kirsten Challies 
kchallies@cathedralparish.nz 

Clare Bell 
cbell@cathedralparish.nz 

Cathie Hurdle 
churdle@cathedralparish.nz  

 

20 November 2022 (Year C) 
Our Lord Jesus Christ,  
King for the Universe 

 



Annual Clergy Retreat The priests of the parish are par-
ticipating in the annual clergy retreat, which runs from Sun-
day evening 20th November to Friday lunchtime 25th No-
vember. During that time there will be only two daily 
Masses at 9:15am and 12:05pm (preceded by confessions) 
Monday to Thursday and only 9:15am Mass on Friday 25th 
due to a funeral.   If you need a priest in an emergency, 
please call North Parish 359-0444.  

Amazing Grace Join us for the sacrament of 
Reconciliation this Friday 25th November at 
7pm (10 priests attending). This will be followed 
by a time of praise and worship for those who 
would like to stay on. As energy levels flag at 
this time of the year, and everyone seems to 
get busier, Reconciliation with the Lord be-
comes a breath-taking balm of mercy and forgiveness. 
Bring your family or bring a friend with you! 

A Message from Fr Thanh Thank you very 
much for your love, support, encourage-
ment and prayers for me. I will leave Cathe-
dral Parish on Sunday the 8th of January for 
Vietnam. It will be great to see my family 
again after three years. In February, I will fly 
from Vietnam to USA for my "Seminary For-

mation" studies which I have already begun. During my 
year next year, I will also travel to Jerusalem for a Spiritual-
ity Course there for 30 days and some practical experi-
ences in Europe. When I come back to New Zealand from 
USA in 2024, I will be working at the Holy Cross Seminary 
in Auckland. Please kindly continue to keep me and my 
journey in your prayers. Thank you so much and may God 
bless you all.  

Farewell Gift for Fr Thanh The parish plans to make a 
monetary farewell gift to Fr Thanh before he leaves.  If you 
would like to contribute you can do so directly into the par-
ish account 03 1592 0207236 20 with the reference ‘Fr 
Thanh’ or you can put your contribution in an envelope 
with ‘Fr Thanh’ written on it and drop it in the collection 
plate at Mass or into the parish office during the week. 

Planned Giving Renewal Programme Thank you to all 
who have responded to the programme we ran over the 
past two weeks.  It is not too late to get your response card 
into the parish office.  We will process all the responses in 
the coming week and will be in touch with you.   

Masses for the Dead Place the names of those you would 
like prayed for in the holy souls’ box at the foot of the altar. 
If you are including a Mass offering, please pass this di-
rectly to one of the priests or drop into the parish office. 

Masses offered for Bridie Meagher, Stephanie Sullivan 
(recent); Corina Tanielu (anniversary); Thanksgiving (2) 

NZ Catholic Issue 650 available this weekend $4.00 

Laptop for Sale Contact parish office. Near new, pur-
chased for $1200. Make your best offer.  

Draw Near Every Tuesday 7pm in the Assisi Lounge.  You 
don’t need to have been before to come along and draw 
closer to God. 

Farewell from Colleen Thank you to all those who at-
tended my farewell on Friday and to 
those who have called into the office over 
the last week to say goodbye.  Cathedral 
Parish has been a big part of my life over 
the past 11 years, and I will remember 
these years with fondness.  From starting 
off in a portacom on the front lawn in 
2011 before moving into the new parish offices in 2016 (the 
week that Bishop Barry died), I have been privileged to be 
part of many different liturgical events – Bishop Paul’s or-
dination, Bishop Michael’s installation, a number of priestly 
ordinations, Bishop Barry and Bishop Basil’s funerals as 
well as several priests funerals along with normal day to 
day activities of a busy parish work has never been dull. I 
wish you all health and happiness for the future. God bless 
you all.  

Parish Office open Sundays during Advent The Parish 
Office will be open each Sunday from 8:30am to 12:30pm 
from 27th November until 18th December.  Call in to get 
yourself a Columban Calendar, update your parish roll de-
tails, sign up for Planned Giving or even get your Safe-
guarding Paperwork signed off. 

The Catholic Shop will also be open on Sunday mornings 
for Advent from Sunday 27th November through to Sunday 
18th December – 8.30am to 12.30pm.  We look forward to 
seeing you. 

Our St Vincent de Paul helped 156 people in the past 
week.  The pantry is in need of cereal, long-life milk, pasta, 
tinned spaghetti, baked beans, jam, peanut 
butter, sweet treat biscuits, tea, instant coffee 
and rice. 

Vinnies Christmas Angels will be available 
from next week.  The Annual Vinnies Christmas Gift 
Grotto is accepting gifts for children aged 0-16.  They re-
quire new gifts unwrapped.  These can be left in the Vinnies 
basket in the Narthex.  See the noticeboard for more info. 

Calling all keen primary aged children We are running a 
children’s nativity play this year at the 5:30pm Christmas 
Eve Mass. We need children who are keen to be part of this 
creation. There will be roles for all ages and confidence lev-
els. We need you to commit to 2 practices and to be at 
Christmas Eve Mass by 5.00pm. If you have a young person 
who is keen, email me at churdle@cathedralparish.nz  

A Mass for Peace in West Papua will be held in St Mary’s 
Pro-Cathedral on Thursday 1st December at 5:30pm.  Call 
Ron 022 097 062 for more information. 

READINGS FOR THE DAY 
2 SAM 5:1-3; COL 1:12-20; GOSPEL LUKE 23:35-43 

PSALM RESPONSE: LET US GO REJOICING TO THE HOUSE OF THE LORD 


