
There may be some of you who have heard of our work but
would welcome the opportunity to learn a little more about who
we are and what we do. Some news of a few of the many
important tasks and projects are outlined in this newsletter.

Our Vision - To live the gospel message by serving Christ in the
poor with love, respect, justice, hope, and joy, and by working to
shape a more just and compassionate society.

Our Mission - Vincentians work to provide person to person,
practical and effective help to those in need; sharing their
burdens and joys; sowing seeds of hope, and promoting human
dignity, justice, and self-sufficiency. https://www.svdp.org.nz/

Our work needs the support of many, and that support can come
in different formats. From donations from individuals, couples,
families, business groups, and others. Please see the “how you
can help”.
Thanks, Bruce Mayhew, President

Belong 
Connecting 

Serving - Supporting 

Loving those is need and
giving them dignity

Monthly
Newsletter 
Belong is a monthly newsletter
that will be published on the first
Sunday of the month. Our aim is
to help connect members of our
community, offer ideas on ways
we can serve our community, and
how we can support one another. 
This is a place where you can
share. 

What will go in Belong?

Connect - Are you looking for a
flatmate? Do you have a service
to offer? Do you have something
to give away? 
Serve - Is there someone or an
organisation in our community
that needs some help?
Support - This is a place we can
share ways we can support our
Parish, our schools, our
community and each other. 
If you have something you would
like in Belong email to Clare
before the 20th of the month.  If
you are able to offer a koha
towards printing that would be
gratefully received.

cbell@cathedralparish.nz 
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October 2022

This month we celebrate the St Vincent De Paul Society

Ablaze Conference for
Parish Renewal

Join us for a fabulous weekend of learning, sharing and
growing. You are all invited.

 
The conference starts Friday 4th Nov 7pm and Saturday 5th

Nov 8:30am -9pm @Aldersgate Durham St 
 

Register: Ablaze 2022 Conference –
www.chchcatholic.nz/ablaze

Contact our Parish office for our discount code

Our Parish will be providing morning tea on the Saturday so
we are looking for people willing to bake and help serve.

https://www.svdp.org.nz/
https://chchcatholic.nz/ablaze/


St Vincent De Paul Society

Remember there are many ways you can be
of service in SVDP. Many hands make light
work!
·      Get involved and become a member.
You can do this by ringing Bruce Mayhew 021
854 852 or email bruce@svdpchch.co.nz 

·      Donate to SVDP through the collection
boxes or online directly to:
St Vincent De Paul Society – Cathedral
Conference A/c : 03-1700-0027831-000

·      Make food donations to the collection at
Mass each week

·       Drop any quality used clothing or other
household items you have at any of our
SVDP stores or at the various collection bins
around Christchurch 

A few of our projects

How you can help Helping our SVDP Neighbours
We were recently able to help out 
our neighbouring Christchurch East
 (New Brighton) Conference with 
$1,000 to boost their bank account. 
This enabled them to provide food, power, winter
bedding and support with rent for some families. The
Conference was very grateful for our help.

Kai Storage and Preparation
Our Cathedral Conference is making good use of our
repurposed space on the Pro Cathedral site. This is a
great help to our operations teams for better food
storage and work area to assemble kai (food) packs for
delivery to families. We have another food storage at
Innes Road and these bases help our two operations
groups serve the largest Conference in Christchurch. 

Pavitt Street Transitional Social Housing Units
December is the scheduled completion date for our
Social Housing Units being built behind the shop in
Stanmore Road. There are seven transitional units.
Costing $2.25million to build and furnish, the Society has
met this cost through a very successful fundraising
campaign.
SVDP is working with St John of God, Haurora Trust
(SJOGHT) to identify families in most need of this
housing. The likely occupants will be young mums and
their children. Some of them will be homeless now or in
very unsatisfactory accommodation. SJOGHT will
provide wrap-around services (HOPE Programme) to
families while living at Pavitt St to support them building
the skills and confidence to transition into the private
rental market.

Jackets for Kids
We all know how cold some of our mornings have been. On 29
June the Young Vinnies held a Faith in Action Day providing
warm jackets to keep 59 kids (and 16 bigger kids) warm over
winter. It was a lovely day and really good feedback was
received from both the givers and the receivers. Special
thanks to St Teresa's Parish and School, and St Patrick's School
for letting us use their premises on the day. 

Growing and Changing Needs
We are all aware of the ongoing increase in the cost of living
and the housing crisis affecting so many families across New
Zealand. SVDP is working to help meet the needs of our local
families through not only our traditional kai (food) parcels but
also furniture and clothing where this is useful. 
We will continue to work as hard as we can to respond to the
greatest needs families have.

Dave Mallia 47 years
Trish O’Keefe 32 years
Ian Bolton 29 years
Shirley Scott 23 years

Thank you for your Faithful Service

Recently a number of our Cathedral members were
recognised for their wonderful service to St Vincent
De Paul over many years. 

Young Adults
Call all those 18 to 35 years to come along to the

social event of the year on the 28th October.
Book tickets www.cyt.org.nz/ball

mailto:bruce@svdpchch.co.nz

