
 

 

 

 
 

A Sense of Hope 

 
This past week I have had a real sense of hope. It has been a long two 

and half years. In this time so much has happened but we have also 

been so restricted in this time, people have been unwell and having to 

isolate. In many ways in our Parish work it was always two steps forward 

and one step back. But I have had a sense this week that God is doing 

something awesome. 

 

And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered 

a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. (1 Peter 1:13) 

 

Over the weekend the sun shone, spring flowers are popping up, and it felt like an end 

to a long wet and grey winter where we all suffered from winter sickness. We had 36 kids 

on a youth camp. What joy and fun they had. They really did add to the real sense of hope 

for our Parish and Church. In the Northern Hemisphere Easter is in Springtime. This is 

what Easter must feel like for the people living in these countries. 

 

Though it is not Easter; we are an Easter people. Let this Springtime remind us of the 

hope we have in Jesus. As we break free from our restrictions, enjoy the sunshine and all 

that spring brings. Let us remember the love God had for us. Let’s have our eyes and 

hearts open to see where God is working. Let’s take time to listen to how the Holy Spirit 

is calling us. Let’s be an Easter people sharing the hope we have in Jesus with those we 

meet. 

 

Maybe you are not feeling it the same as me. This is ok. But this hope is ready and waiting 

for you. 

 

Take some time this week to sit in the sunshine and feel the warmth of God’s love on 

your face. Take a walk around the park and ask Jesus to walk alongside you. As you walk, 

off-load all your worries and burdens. Come to Mass with a great expectation. When you 

go up to Communion remind yourself you will be face to face with Jesus and he will be 

with you on your journey. 

 

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to 

which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, Ephesians 

1:18 

 

As you go about your life this week, carry the scriptures I have included in your heart 

reminding you of our reason for hope and God’s promise to us. 

 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not 

to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future”. Jeremiah 28:11 

 

Clare Bell  

Pastoral Worker 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH   INFORMATION 

 

Parish website 

www.catholiccathedralchch.org.nz 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 

Saturday Vigil 5.30pm 

Sunday 8.00am, 9.30am, 11.00am, 

4.30pm and 6.00pm 

 

Te Rangimarie Centre  

11.00am (Miha Māori) 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Monday to Friday 

7:30am  

9:15am, 12:05pm  

Saturday 9:15am  

Public Holidays 

 9:15am  

RECONCILIATION 

Monday to Friday 11:30am 

Saturday 9:45am 

 

PRESBYTERY 

03 377 5610 

BISHOP OF CHRISTCHURCH  

Bishop Michael Gielen 

CATHEDRAL ADMINISTRATOR  

Fr Simon Eccleton 

frsimon@cathedralparish.nz 

ASSISTANT PRIESTS 

Fr Thanh Tran 

frthanh@cathedralparish.nz 

Fr Monty Bamford 

frmonty@cathedralparish.nz 

 

IN RESIDENCE 

Fr Joy Thottamkara CSsR 

joycssr@gmail.com 

PARISH OFFICE 

03 379 1068 

Office Hours 

Mon-Fri 8:30am – 12:30pm 

Parish Secretary  

Colleen Carr     

office@cathedralparish.nz 

Executive Assistant 

to the Administrator  

Kirsten Tester 03 595 1053 

ea@cathedralparish.nz 

Pastoral Workers 

Kirsten Challies 

kchallies@cathedralparish.nz 

Clare Bell 

cbell@cathedralparish.nz 

Cathie Hurdle 

churdle@cathedralparish.nz  

 

Rātapu 18 Mahuru 2022 

Ratapu 25 o nga wa o te tau C 

 

 

 

Masses offered for: Queen Elizabeth II, John Warren 

(Australia), Bruce Clark (Timaru) (recent), Ethel Glubb, 

George Glubb, Sister Dympna O’Brien, Margaret Ryall-

Consedine; Onelia Veronese; (anniversary), Special In-

tentions (2), Thanksgiving (1), Novena of Masses – special 

intention. 
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‘We cannot Live without Sunday’ 

The Bishops of NZ have advised that all Covid re-

strictions are now lifted for how we celebrate Sunday 

Masses. They have written a letter which you can read 

on our parish website.  

This means: 

• Holy water restored to the fonts at the doors 

of the church 

• Masks are not required to be worn 

• Communion on the tongue is permissible 

(communicants are to clearly extend their 

tongue beyond their lips to assist with a safe 

transmission of the sacrament) 

• Communion will continue to be offered only 

under one kind at this time at Cathedral Parish 

(we expect there will be some reticence at 

sharing the chalice but also time constraints 

with our Sunday Mass timetable mean we will 

not offer communion under both kinds at this 

time) 

• The requirement to attend Sunday Mass is 

now restored. In their letter, the Bishops ex-

plain this: 

When we speak of our Catholic commitment to Sunday 

Mass as an obligation, this is not the imposition of an ex-

ternal rule but rather the expression of a healthy heart’s 

desire.  

 

Memorial Mass for the late Queen Elizabeth II You 

are invited to attend a memorial Mass for the late 

Queen Elizabeth II to be held at St Mary’s Pro-Cathe-

dral on Wednesday 21st September at 7.00pm. 

 

Cup of tea after Mass 8.00am Mass on the 2nd Sunday 

of the month. 9:30am Mass each Sunday in the Assisi 

Lounge; 11.00am Mass each Sunday in the Narthex. 

If anyone would like to go on the roster to help with 

the cuppa after Mass contact Clare  

cbell@cathedralparish.nz 

 

Draw Near Gather with others for a time of prayer, re-

flection, and discussion from 5:30-6:30pm on Tuesdays 

in the Assisi Lounge. A very relaxed way to get to know 

others and share faith. 

 

Stanmore Road Vinnies Shop is looking for volun-

teers to help out in the shop, one morning or after-

noon a week.  Call into the shop or contact Polly on 

389 7484. 

 

Annual Holidays  Fr Simon is on leave 25th September 

to 9th October  

 

Health & Safety at Cathedral Parish We continue to 

work on developing good practices and policies 

around onsite Health and Safety.  We have a couple of 

vacancies on the Cathedral Parish Health & Safety 

Committee – if you have an interest in this area and 

would like to volunteer on the committee please con-

tact the parish office. Would you be happy to be a 

fire warden at the Sunday Mass that you at-

tend?    Please contact the parish office if this would 

be of interest, full training will be given.     

 

Safeguarding News  Who do you contact in our parish 

community if you have a safeguarding concern? Our 

parish community recognises and upholds the dignity 

and rights of everyone. We value and encourage the 

participation of children and vulnerable adults as well 

as all people to be involved in activities that enhance 

spiritual, physical, emotional, intellectual, and social 

development. We all have a responsibility to safeguard 

everyone who worships in our parish community with 

a particular focus on children and vulnerable adults 

through promoting their welfare, health and develop-

ment in a safe and caring environment that supports 

their best interests and prevents abuse. Our parish 

community has a Nominated Parish Safeguarding Con-

tact: Kirsten Tester, ktester@cathedralparish.nz or 

phone 03 595 1053. 

 

Baptism Catch Up Programme Our Par-

ish is running a Baptism Catch Up pro-

gramme for 4–8-year-olds who are not yet 

baptised. It will consist of 2 parent/child 

sessions and 1 parent/godparent session and will 

begin at the end of this month. Here is the registration 

link if you’d like to register. 

https://forms.gle/d8FfnQE9uMgwCCm78 

Or scan the QR code. If you have any questions, please 

email Cathie churdle@cathedralparish.nz 

READINGS FOR THE DAY 

AMOS 8: 4-7; 1 TIM 2: 1-8; GOSPEL LUKE 16: 1-13 

PSALM RESPONSE: PRAISE THE LORD WHO LIFTS UP THE POOR. 

 
Loving God, author and sustainer of all human life; 

Grant that your servant, Elizabeth our Queen 

Who you granted a long and happy reign as  

our Monarch 

May be forgiven her sins and rewarded with that  

eternal life 

Promised to all those born again 

In the water of baptism and 

power of your Spirit. 
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