
 

 

 

 
 

 

The Return of the Prodigal Son 

 

This painting by the Dutch artist Rembrandt from the 17th 

century is arguably the most recognisable depiction of the 

extended passage from Luke’s Gospel we hear at Mass this 

weekend. 

 

The first thing we notice is Rembrandt’s use of light. The fa-

ther and the younger son are bathed in light which illumi-

nates certain features of both characters. We can notice the 

baldness of the younger son, the ragged clothing, the missing 

shoe on his left foot, the head leaning against the breast of 

his father and his dirty skin. His belt still has the dagger on it 

which he used to fend off wild animals. This contrasts with 

the rich colours and fabric of the father’s sleeves and cloak. 

 

The details of the father are also interesting. His left hand, which rests on the son’s shoul-

der, appears larger and more masculine while his right hand, patting the son tenderly on 

the back, is narrower and more feminine. The father has a soft and tender look on his 

face, his beard grey and his cheeks hollowed by weeks worrying about his son. 

 

Off to the side, the older son stands with his hands crossed in judgement while holding 

a cane, a look of disapproval (or maybe envy) on his face. He is partially in the dark, sym-

bolising his hardness of heart at his brother’s treatment. The other figures are unknown 

but are thought to be the servants and the son’s mother. They look on quietly, giving the 

painting a sense of stillness and tranquillity. 

 

As we look at this painting and read through this Gospel, may we come to know the mer-

ciful love of God more deeply. 

 

 

 

Fr. Monty Bamford 

Assistant Priest 

Catholic Cathedral Parish  

 
Welcome Pho and Thang! 

Last weekend two young men, Pho (on the left) and 

Thang, arrived in Christchurch to begin English lan-

guage studies with a view to offering themselves as 

candidates for priesthood. Cathedral Parish is their 

new home. They will be living in the little house in front 

of the presbytery on Barbadoes Street. Please make 

them welcome and do remember them in your prayers.  

 

PARISH   INFORMATION 

 

Parish website 

www.catholiccathedralchch.org.nz 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 

Saturday Vigil 5.30pm 

Sunday 8.00am, 9.30am, 11.00am, 

4.30pm and 6.00pm 

 

Te Rangimarie Centre  

11.00am (Miha Māori) 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Monday to Friday 

7:30am  

9:15am, 12:05pm  

Saturday 9:15am  

Public Holidays 

 9:15am  

RECONCILIATION 

Monday to Friday 11:30am 

Saturday 9:45am 

 

PRESBYTERY 

03 377 5610 

BISHOP OF CHRISTCHURCH  

Bishop Michael Gielen 

CATHEDRAL ADMINISTRATOR  

Fr Simon Eccleton 

frsimon@cathedralparish.nz 

ASSISTANT PRIESTS 

Fr Thanh Tran 

frthanh@cathedralparish.nz 

Fr Monty Bamford 

frmonty@cathedralparish.nz 

 

IN RESIDENCE 

Fr Joy Thottamkara CSsR 

joycssr@gmail.com 

PARISH OFFICE 

03 379 1068 

Office Hours 

Mon-Fri 8:30am – 12:30pm 

Parish Secretary  

Colleen Carr     

office@cathedralparish.nz 

Executive Assistant 

to the Administrator  

Kirsten Tester 03 595 1053 

ea@cathedralparish.nz 

Pastoral Workers 

Kirsten Challies 

kchallies@cathedralparish.nz 

Clare Bell 

cbell@cathedralparish.nz 

Cathie Hurdle 

churdle@cathedralparish.nz  

 

11th September 2022 

24th Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year C 

 

 

 

Masses offered for: Nora Stevenson (recent) Thomas 

Mutholickal, Joan Hill (anniversary), Special Intention (2) 
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Amazing Grace Join us this Friday. If you haven’t been 

to reconciliation for a long time, no problem. Take a 

sheet from the Narthex that guides you through it. 

Reconciliation (Rite II) begins at 7.00pm, followed by an 

hour of quiet Taize prayer beginning at 8.00pm on Fri-

day September 16th in the Church. These evenings 

have proven to be a deeply moving experience for 

many. 

Journey to Faith for Children 

Registrations have opened for this year’s 

Journey to Faith for Children Programme 

(formally known as RCIC). The Journey to 

Faith for Children programme is for 8-12 

year old’s who are not yet baptised and are looking to 

deepen their relationship with God. They will partici-

pate in 14 weeks of learning and connecting and then 

receive Baptism, Holy Communion and Confirmation 

during the Easter celebration next year. If you have a 

child who is interested or you know of anyone who 

would be interested in participating in this year’s pro-

gramme, please either email churdle@cathedralpar-

ish.nz or fill out the registration form by scanning this 

QR code.  

 

Women’s Retreat Treat yourself to some time with 

God and other women in the parish. Saturday Septem-

ber 17th, 10.00am – 2.00pm in the Assisi Lounge, focus-

ing on “What will it cost to say ‘yes Lord’?” and “How 

can I grow in my faith?”. Register by emailing Kirsten 

Challies. No cost but please bring your lunch. 

 

Young Adults (18-35yrs): All young adults are wel-

come to come along to a time of prayer and planning 

on Sunday September 11th after 4:30pm Mass, to 

look at what can be put in place to help your journey in 

faith.  Meet in the Narthex (foyer) after 4:30pm Mass 

for carpooling. 

 

Cup of tea after Mass 8.00am Mass on the 2nd Sunday 

of the month. 9:30am Mass each Sunday in the Assisi 

Lounge; 11.00am Mass each Sunday in the Narthex. 

If anyone would like to go on the roster to help with 

the cuppa after Mass contact Clare  

cbell@cathedralparish.nz 

 

Draw Near Gather with others for a time of prayer, re-

flection, and discussion from 5:30-6:30pm on Tuesdays 

in the Assisi Lounge. A very relaxed way to get to know 

others and share faith. 

 

Congratulations to parishioner Mike Moore who 

was recently elected to the role of President of the 

Canterbury Area St Vincent de Paul Society. 

Mission Circle –The Mission Circle will be meeting on 

Tuesday 13 September at 1.30pm in the Assisi Lounge.   

An invitation is extended to all parishioners to join with 

us for an afternoon of fun, including games of Housie, 

raffles and afternoon tea.  No joining fee – just come 

along with a small grocery item for a ‘Housie’ prize, a 

small raffle prize and a plate for afternoon tea.  Housie 

cards are 30c each and raffle tickets 50c.    Any queries 

– phone Gaye O’Connell 960 5328. 

 

Baptism Catch Up Programme Our Par-

ish is running a Baptism Catch Up pro-

gramme for 4–8-year-olds who are not yet 

baptised. It will consist of 2 parent/child 

sessions and 1 parent/godparent session and will 

begin at the end of this month. Here is the registration 

link if you’d like to register. 

https://forms.gle/d8FfnQE9uMgwCCm78 

Or scan the QR code. If you have any questions, please 

email Cathie- churdle@cathedralparish.nz 

 

St Vincent de Paul This week we have 

helped 81 people in our area. Our pantry is 

in need of long-life milk, tinned fruit, pasta, 

tinned tomatoes, soap powder and sweet treat bis-

cuits.  Thank you to all those who so generously help 

us with donations of food and money so we can con-

tinue to help others in need in our community. To do-

nate online to the Cathedral SVDP please use bank ac-

count number 03 1700 0027831 00. Donations over $5 

are eligible for a tax receipt at the end of the financial 

year.  If you need food either ring the SVDP welfare 

line 389 7484 extension 1 or text 027 358 9400. Clearly 

state your suburb, first name and family name, your 

address and your phone number. 

 

Next Safeguarding Workshop Dates Tuesday 13th 

September at 9.30am – Sacred Heart Addington/South 

Parish; Tuesday 13th September at 1.30pm – Sacred 

Heart Addington/South Parish; Wednesday 14th Sep-

tember at 7.00pm – St Peters, Beckenham, 11 Fisher 

Avenue/South Parish. Volunteers are required to at-

tend if they are NEW Volunteers in Ministries or any 

Volunteers who have not yet attended a Safeguard 

Workshop.  It is recommended that if you have not 

been to a Safeguarding Workshop in the last two years 

you attend this new and updated safeguarding work-

shop.    Attending these safeguard workshops is a re-

quirement of volunteering/ministering in every parish 

in our Diocese.   You do not need to RSVP, just turn up 

and sign in. 

READINGS FOR THE DAY 

EXODUS 32: 7-11, 13-14; 1 TIM 1: 12-17; GOSPEL LUKE 15: 1-32 

PSALM RESPONSE: I WILL RISE AND GO TO MY FATHER 
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