
 

 

 

 
 

The People of God Rejoice 
 

 

First Holy Communion Sunday 
We are delighted to see a large cohort of our children stepping forward to 
receive their First Holy Communion this weekend. This is a precious en-
counter between these little ones and Jesus our Saviour. But interestingly 
it’s not just for our children. The effects of any sacrament, celebrated well, 
ripple out and refresh the hearts and hopes of family and friends.  

 
But, a warning. Sacraments aren’t magic. The grace and blessings which flow from a joyful 
and worthy celebration of Sunday Mass call for a regular presence to the community 
which gathers Sunday by Sunday. We keep returning to be forgiven, consoled, and joy-
fully empowered for the amazing life we’re called to as children of God.  
 
Amazing Grace – Reconciliation / Praise & Worship 
Going to the Sacrament of Reconciliation can be demanding. It’s about finding the time 
to step aside from our normal routine to go to Confession. It’s about making an exami-
nation of conscience beforehand, so that we know what we want to say we’re sorry for. 
Then it’s about having the humility to step forward to celebrate the sacrament!  
 
In my own experience a regular routine is immensely helpful. My plan is to go monthly – 
at times I fall short of my goal, but a routine helps me a lot.  
 
To assist parishioners and friends, we are re-establishing a pre-Covid tradition. Every two 
months the parish will offer a Friday evening of Reconciliation (7.00pm-7.45pm) followed 
by praise and worship (until 9.00pm). You are welcome to stop in for any part of the 
evening or spend the whole time with us. There will be up to ten priests in the sanctuary 
from 7.00pm and you can quietly go up to any priest at any time that suits you. We are 
calling the evening ‘Amazing Grace’.  
 
The next Amazing Grace event will be Friday 16th September 7.00pm at the ProCathedral. 
Mark it in your calendar. If you have children, make it a family event. Be surprised and 
refreshed by what Amazing Grace can do for you.  
 
 
Father Simon Eccleton 
Cathedral Administrator  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PARISH   INFORMATION 
 

Parish website 
www.catholiccathedralchch.org.nz 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 5.30pm 

Sunday 8.00am, 9.30am, 11.00am, 
4.30pm and 6.00pm 

 
Te Rangimarie Centre  
11.00am (Miha Māori) 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday to Friday 

7:30am  
9:15am, 12:05pm  
Saturday 9:15am  
Public Holidays 

 9:15am  

RECONCILIATION 
Monday to Friday 11:30am 

Saturday 9:45am 

 
PRESBYTERY 
03 377 5610 

BISHOP OF CHRISTCHURCH  
Bishop Michael Gielen 

CATHEDRAL ADMINISTRATOR  
Fr Simon Eccleton 

frsimon@cathedralparish.nz 

ASSISTANT PRIESTS 
Fr Thanh Tran 

frthanh@cathedralparish.nz 

Fr Monty Bamford 
frmonty@cathedralparish.nz 

 
IN RESIDENCE 

Fr Joy Thottamkara CSsR 
joycssr@gmail.com 

PARISH OFFICE 
03 379 1068 

Office Hours 
Mon-Fri 8:30am – 12:30pm 

Parish Secretary  
Colleen Carr     

office@cathedralparish.nz 
Executive Assistant 

to the Administrator  
Kirsten Tester 03 595 1053 

ea@cathedralparish.nz 
Pastoral Workers 

Kirsten Challies 
kchallies@cathedralparish.nz 

Clare Bell 
cbell@cathedralparish.nz 

Cathie Hurdle 
churdle@cathedralparish.nz  

 

28 August 2022 
22nd Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year C 

 

Masses offered for: Peter Keppel, Father Brian Cum-
mings sm (recent);p Patrick Keane and Cheryl Craw-
ford) anniversary); Special Intentions (3) 

9.30am Sunday Mass is livestreamed on the Di-
ocesan Youtube channel Catholic Diocese of 
Christchurch - YouTube 



Annual Leave 
Father Thanh is on holiday 2nd to 13th September.  
 
New to the Parish? Welcome! It’s great to have you 
with us. Please pick up a ‘new parishioner’ form in the 
rack at the entrance to the church. Fill it in and give to 
a staff member, drop it in the collection basket or de-
liver it to the parish office. We look forward to getting 
to know you.  
 

Journey to Faith for Children 
Registrations have opened for this year’s 
Journey to Faith for Children Programme 
(formally known as RCIC). The Journey to 
Faith for Children programme is for 8-12 

year old’s who are not yet baptised and are looking to 
deepen their relationship with God. They will partici-
pate in 14 weeks of learning and connecting and then 
receive Baptism, Holy Communion and Confirmation 
during the Easter celebration next year. 
If you have a child who is interested or you know of an-
yone who would be interested in participating in this 
years programme, please either email churdle@cathe-
dralparish.nz or fill out the registration form by scan-
ning this QR code.  
 
Draw Near Gather with others for a time of prayer, re-
flection, and discussion from 5:30-6:30pm on Tuesdays 
in the Assisi Lounge. A very relaxed way to get to know 
others and share faith. 
 

St Vincent de Paul This week we have 
helped 96 people in our area. Our pantry is 
in need of tinned tomatoes, pasta, instant 

coffee, toilet paper, jam, peanut butter, vegemite and 
toothpaste.  In this time of unprecedented demand we 
would like to thank all those who so generously help 
us with donations of food and money so we can con-
tinue to help others in need in our community. To do-
nate online to the Cathedral SVDP please use bank ac-
count number 03 1700 0027831 00. Donations over $5 
are eligible for a tax receipt at the end of the financial 
year.  If you need food either ring the SVDP welfare 
line 389 7484 extension 1 or text 027 358 9400. Clearly 
state your suburb, first name and family name, your 
address and your phone number. 
 
Young Adults (18-35yrs): All young adults are wel-
come to come along to a time of prayer and planning 
on Sunday September 11th after 4:30pm Mass, to look 
at what can be put in place to help your journey in 
faith.  Meet in the Narthex (foyer) after 4:30pm Mass 
for carpooling. 

John Paul II Centre for Life Race Night – Ticket sales 
close Sunday 28th August. Join us on Friday Septem-
ber 2nd in the Silks Room at Addington Raceway for an 
evening of fun and help support the work of the JPII 
Centre for Life. Tickets are $60 per person which in-
cludes entry and a two-course meal with cash bar 
available. Book your ticket at https://bit.ly/jp2ra-
cenight or contact Maria on info@jp2.org.nz or 022 
503 9249 for more info.  
 
New Parishioner Wine and Cheese: If you are rela-
tively new to our parish and have not attended one of 
our New Parishioner Wine and Cheese evenings, 
please join us on Friday 9th September at 5:30pm in 
the Assisi Lounge to meet our staff and leadership 
team, to hear of what drives us here at Cathedral par-
ish, how you can be involved and get to know others 
who, like you, are new. 
 
Seasons for Growth Course This course recognises 
that loss comes in many forms and those who have ex-
perienced loss need to be provided with the 
knowledge, skills and attitudes to understand and 
manage their grief experiences. The course is suitable 
for both Churchgoers and non-Churchgoers and runs 
for four consecutive Thursdays beginning September 
8th, 10am-12:30pm in the Assisi Lounge. No course fee, 
but there will be an opportunity to make a koha if you 
would like. There are limited spaces available, so if you 
are interested, please contact the parish office to regis-
ter. We will offer another of these courses later in the 
year. 
 

Save-the-Date: Women’s Retreat Pamper yourself 
with some spiritual nourishment by spending time 
with God, and other women of faith focusing on “What 
will it cost to say, ‘Yes Lord’?” and “How can I grow in 
my faith?”  Saturday September 17th 10.00am-2.00pm 
in the Assisi Lounge at 373 Manchester St. Email 
Kirsten Challies to register. 
 
Church Flowers Our team of florists would be keen to 
welcome anyone with an interest in flower arranging 
to become part of the rostered team of volunteers.  If 
you are looking for a way to get involved in the parish 
and flowers are your thing, please get in touch with 
Margaret Huckstep on 021 115 3996 or contact the 
parish office. 

 
 

 

READINGS FOR THE DAY 
ECC 3: 17-20, 28-29; HEB 12: 18-19, 22-24; GOSPEL LUKE 14: 1, 7-14 

PSALM RESPONSE: GOD, IN YOUR GOODNESS, YOU HAVE MADE A HOME FOR THE POOR. 


