
 

 

 

 
 

 

‘That we may know and love Jesus as you do, Mary.’ 

 
Today we commemorate the Solemnity of the Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary – Mary taken, body and soul, to be united with 

Jesus in heaven.  

 

Having answered the call to be the mother of our Lord, Mary knew 

first-hand how it was to live with the pure, selfless, abiding love of 

Jesus. She daily experienced his goodness, his faithful kindness, his 

peace, his joy and compassion.  She saw how he affected those who 

they lived among in Nazareth and how deeply ministering his very presence was. Her 

holiness mirrored His holiness and together they shared a relationship that radiated pure 

love. 

 

In being taken body and soul to heaven, she was reunited with Jesus and continues to 

relish the joy of his companionship. It’s little wonder her greatest desire was, and still is, 

for all to know and love Jesus as she does. 

 

Bishop Pompallier, the first Catholic Bishop to come to this land, dedicated our country 

to the protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary of the Assumption at Hokianga on 13 January, 

1838, at his first Mass celebrated here in Aotearoa. Last year, our Catholic Bishops of New 

Zealand rededicated our country to Mary of the Assumption.  

 

Just as a mother embraces her child in need of healing and takes them to the physician, 

so today we plead with Mary, that she take hold of our nation and present it to Jesus, for 

him to clothe in his holiness; that all that is not pleasing to God be transformed to better 

reflect his likeness.  This may seem an ambitious request if we consider the secular na-

ture of New Zealand.  But God does ‘ambitious’! We might have once considered it ‘am-

bitious’ for God to come in the form of a man and to grow within the womb of one of our 

kind, a mere human being. Nothing is impossible for God and as we lift our nation in 

prayer, we need to remember that God has the capacity to operate on a totally different 

scale than we can even imagine. 

 

May our parish be a persistent voice, asking for the healing of our land and doing what it 

can to embody Jesus’ love here. May we be a people who strive for the holiness that Mary 

lived, who love Jesus as she did, and may our nation be one which has at its core, the very 

heart of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

Kirsten Challies 

Pastoral Worker 

 

 

 

PARISH   INFORMATION 

 

Parish website 

www.catholiccathedralchch.org.nz 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 

Saturday Vigil 5.30pm 

Sunday 8.00am, 9.30am, 11.00am, 

4.30pm and 6.00pm 

 

Te Rangimarie Centre  

11.00am (Miha Māori) 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Monday to Friday 

7:30am  

9:15am, 12:05pm  

Saturday 9:15am  

Public Holidays 

 9:15am  

RECONCILIATION 

Monday to Friday 11:30am 

Saturday 9:45am 

 

PRESBYTERY 

03 377 5610 

BISHOP OF CHRISTCHURCH  

Bishop Michael Gielen 

CATHEDRAL ADMINISTRATOR  

Fr Simon Eccleton 

frsimon@cathedralparish.nz 

ASSISTANT PRIESTS 

Fr Thanh Tran 

frthanh@cathedralparish.nz 

Fr Monty Bamford 

frmonty@cathedralparish.nz 

 

IN RESIDENCE 

Fr Joy Thottamkara CSsR 

joycssr@gmail.com 

PARISH OFFICE 

03 379 1068 

Office Hours 

Mon-Fri 8:30am – 12:30pm 

Parish Secretary  

Colleen Carr     

office@cathedralparish.nz 

Executive Assistant 

to the Administrator  

Kirsten Tester 03 595 1053 

ea@cathedralparish.nz 

Pastoral Workers 

Kirsten Challies 

kchallies@cathedralparish.nz 

Clare Bell 

cbell@cathedralparish.nz 

Cathie Hurdle 

churdle@cathedralparish.nz  

 

14 August 2022 

Feast of the Assumption, Year C  

 

 

 

9.30am Sunday Mass is livestreamed on the Di-

ocesan Youtube channel Catholic Diocese of 

Christchurch - YouTube 
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbDyKPjjDeYWfpoz_hSDLfw/videos
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Family Mass Next Sunday the 21st of August we will be 

celebrating our monthly FAMILY MASS!! It is a real cele-

bration of all thing’s family. Please keep inviting and 

asking your friends and family to join us. Family Mass 

is a great introduction back to Mass so please don’t 

hesitate in inviting people. We have good news to 

share!! Be brave and get asking. Mass will be followed 

by a cuppa and catch-up featuring home baking. See 

you there! 

 

Children’s Mass Bags This week we have introduced a 

new initiative for our youngest members. In the Nar-

thex there are bags which have been designed to keep 

our young ones engaged and entertained during Mass. 

They include books, colouring, flip cards and some ro-

sary beads. If you think your children would enjoy us-

ing a Mass Bag during Mass please just grab one from 

the Narthex and return it on your way out. We hope 

they allow parents a little more time to be able to ex-

perience the Mass while the little ones are entertained.  

 

Prayer for Ukraine in the Chapel  Please join with 

others in praying for peace in Ukraine at 5:30pm on 

Fridays in the Chapel here at the Pro-Cathedral. Our ef-

forts as we enjoy the luxury of peace in our land do not 

go unheard by our all-powerful God. 

 
Draw Near Gather with others for a time of prayer, re-

flection, and discussion from 5:30-6:30pm on Tuesdays 

in the Assisi Lounge. A very relaxed way to get to know 

others and share faith. 
 
Soup Making If anyone is able to make soup for our 

Tuesday hour “Draw Near”, please contact Kirsten 

Challies for more details. 

  

St Vincent de Paul This week we have 

helped 177 people in our area. Our pantry is 

in need of tinned spaghetti, baked beans and 

toilet paper. In this time of unprecedented demand we 

would like to thank all those who so generously help 

us with donations of food and money so we can con-

tinue to help others in need in our community. To do-

nate online to the Cathedral SVDP please use bank ac-

count number 03 1700 0027831 00. Donations over $5 

are eligible for a tax receipt at the end of the financial 

year. 

 

First Holy Communion We have 58 children preparing 

for their First Holy Communion at the end of this 

month. Please keep them in your prayers. 

 

Parish Men's Luncheon to be held at "GBC" 180 

Marshlands Rd 12 noon 16th August.  Please con-

firm attendance by August 14th. Confirmation or any 

inquiries to Martin 385 9947. Orange traffic light condi-

tions apply. 

 

Catholic Social Services Manager Vacancy The Social 

Services Manager role is broad based with overall re-

sponsibility for the effective delivery of services to fulfil 

the Diocese mission to promote human dignity, equal-

ity, participation and respect for human life, through 

the provision of services that support families and indi-

viduals on their life journeys and reflecting the Gospel 

and the social teaching of the Catholic Church.  For 

more information and to apply go to https://www.shef-

field.co.nz/Job-Search/Type/View/JobID/4341/Social-

Services-Manager-job-in-Christchurch 

 

Safeguarding Workshop for Volunteers and Minis-

tries Reminder that the next round of safeguarding 

workshops have been scheduled for September 13th 

and September 14th. Tuesday 13th September at 

9.30am – Sacred Heart Addington/South Parish;  

Tuesday 13th September at 1.30pm – Sacred Heart 

Addington/South Parish; Wednesday 14th Septem-

ber at 7pm – St Peters, Beckenham, 11 Fisher Ave-

nue/South Parish. Who is required to attend: Volun-

teers from any parish. Any NEW Volunteers in Minis-

tries or any Volunteers who have not yet attended a 

Safeguarding Workshop. It is recommended that if you 

have not been to a Safeguarding Workshop in the last 

two years you attend this new and updated safeguard-

ing workshop. Attending these safeguarding work-

shops is a requirement of volunteering/ministering in 

every parish in our Diocese. You do not need to RSVP, 

just turn up and sign in. There is an option to register 

your attendance in advance on this link should you 

wish to: https://parishresources.chchcatholic.nz/safe-

church/safeguarding-course-registration/ 

2 Small Meals We have someone coming to Christ-

church from Kaikoura, for intermittent Chemotherapy, 

who needs help with meals.  At this point she simply 

needs 2 small meals without spices, for August 29th 

and 30th. If you can help, please contact Kirsten Chal-

lies. 

READINGS FOR THE DAY 

APOC 11: 19, 12: 1-6, 10; 1 COR 15: 20-26; GOSPEL LUKE 1: 39-56 

PSALM RESPONSE: THE QUEEN STANDS AT YOUR RIGHT HAND, ARRAYED IN GOLD. 

Masses offered for: Gerry Huston, Neville Rogatski (re-

cent); Stanley Fernandes, John Kinder, John Joseph 

Chapman, Niall Quinn, Hiacyntha Herlindawaty (anni-

versary); Mass for Residency Approval 
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