
 

 

 

 

 

Cocktails on a Warm Beach 

 

My children often ask why they have to go to Mass because it is boring. 

In fact it can feel boring, sometimes I can tune out and dream of cock-

tails on a warm beach. 

My response to my children is that Mass isn’t meant to be entertaining. 

It’s not like watching a movie or playing Play Station. Often, we find the 

things we don’t understand boring and the catch 22 is that we will only 

understand if we keep coming. Mass is so much more than the enter-

tainment we are used to. I remember reading somewhere that 

Mass/the Eucharist is heaven kissing earth. God coming and being with us.  

So, to help Mass be much more than boring we need to change how we approach Mass. 

Come knowing that God is with us. If that is the case, how would you feel? What would 

you like to say to God? How would you behave? 

Come knowing you don’t need to be prefect or holy. You just need to be you and come 

knowing that God who made you loves you just how you come. 

Come knowing that you belong. You are part of the family, and we all love that you are 

here. 

Come knowing that the ritual of the Mass is the same and you will know what to expect 

each week. 

Come knowing the there is a message for you. Come with ears and a heart to hear it. 

Come with the mindset that you are gifting an hour a week to say thank you for all the 

gifts and blessings in your life. 

Bringing our children to Mass can be hard work but it all starts with how we approach 

coming.  

Coming to Mass is part of our family culture. We just come every week. Life can be busy 

with activities so we plan our weekend around Mass otherwise we would need to make 

time. Yes, our kids can grizzle but they know the Parish are part of our family, they look 

up to the teenagers and young adults and they love it when other adults show an interest 

in them. 

We love that you are here. Let your children be bored for an hour but they might actually 

be surprised if they come with an open heart and ready to participate. 

 

Clare Bell  
Pastoral Assistant 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH   INFORMATION 

 

Parish website 

www.catholiccathedralchch.org.nz 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 

Saturday Vigil 5.30pm 

Sunday 8.00am, 9.30am, 11.00am, 

4.30pm and 6.00pm 

 

Te Rangimarie Centre  

11.00am (Miha Māori) 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Monday to Friday 

7:30am  

9:15am, 12:05pm  

Saturday 9:15am  

Public Holidays 

 9:15am  

RECONCILIATION 

Monday to Friday 11:30am 

Saturday 9:45am 

 

PRESBYTERY 

03 377 5610 

BISHOP OF CHRISTCHURCH  

Bishop Michael Gielen 

CATHEDRAL ADMINISTRATOR  

Fr Simon Eccleton 

adm@cathedralparish.nz 

ASSISTANT PRIESTS 

Fr Job Thyikalamuriyil 

frjobts@gmail.com 

Fr Thanh Tran 

frthanh@cathedralparish.nz 

IN RESIDENCE 

Fr Joy Thottamkara CSsR 

joycssr@gmail.com 

PARISH OFFICE 

03 379 1068 

Office Hours 

Mon-Fri 8:30am – 12:30pm 

Parish Secretary  

Colleen Carr     

office@cathedralparish.nz 

Executive Assistant 

to the Administrator  

Kirsten Tester 03 595 1053 

ea@cathedralparish.nz 

Pastoral Workers 

Kirsten Challies 

kchallies@cathedralparish.nz 

Clare Bell 

cbell@cathedralparish.nz 

Cathie Hurdle 

churdle@cathedralparish.nz  

 

29 May 2022 

The Ascension of the Lord, Year C 

 

 

 

Masses offered for: Jon Brian (recent),  Ryan Adamson (anni-

versary), Wayne Kelly, Denise Kelly, Helen Thorpe, Karl Graham 

Foster, Pope Francis, Bishop Michael Gielen, Special Intentions 

(2) 
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Our 9.30am Sunday Mass is livestreamed on the Di-

ocesan Youtube channel Catholic Diocese of Christ-

church - YouTube 

Share your faith For those who feel led to share 

something of their faith journey at Masses, please con-

tact Kirsten Challies for information and training. 

 

First Holy Communion Programme Our First Holy 

Communion Programme for 2022 is set to start on the 

14th of June. Children can be part of this programme 

from Year 4 upwards in preparation for this special 

sacrament. Our programme this year consists of 3 par-

ent and 3 child sessions. The First Holy Communion 

date is 28th of August. If you have a child who is inter-

ested in being part of this programme, please email 

Cathie at churdle@cathedralparish.nz. Registrations 

close on 5 June 2022. 

Prayer Walk: Please contact Kirsten Challies for a map 

and prayer cards to deliver to letterboxes in the inner-

city. Take a half hour/hour and walk the streets and 

pray for all those in our parish boundary. 

 

Prayer Assists The “Pray as You Go” app can be help-

ful in leading you in prayer. The “Universalis” and “Lau-

date” apps have morning, midday and evening prayer 

outlined and also have Mass readings of the day, with 

commentaries and other pray offerings. You may find 

these helpful.  

 

St Vincent de Paul We have helped 99 

people in our community this past week. 

Our pantry is in need of winter breakfast 

cereal, tinned spaghetti, baked beans, 

tinned soup, canned fruit, long life milk, pasta, tea 

bags, instant coffee. Thank you to all those who so 

generously respond to our requests for help so that 

we can help those in need in our community.  

 

Thank you to Frank King, the parish gardener, who 

has resigned after nine years of service to the Pro-Ca-

thedral.   

 

Check out a recording of Fr Simon’s week-day sermons 

on the Parish Facebook page. 

 

Could John Roundhill and Catherine McClean 

please make contact with the parish office. Thank 

you. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

READINGS FOR THE DAY 

ACTS 1: 1-11, 22-29; EPH 9: 24-28, 10: 19-23; GOSPEL LUKE 24: 46-53 

PSALM RESPONSE: GOD MOUNTS HIS THRONE TO SHOUTS OF JOY: A BLARE OF TRUMPETS FOR THE LORD. 

 

Bishop Michael Gielen 
 

Bishop Michael Gielen was born in Cambridge 

and raised in Tokoroa, the son of Henk and 

Maureen Gielen and the oldest of six siblings. 

After studying at Holy Cross College in Mosgiel 

he was ordained as a priest in 1997 in Tokoroa 

by Bishop Max Mariu, SM, (the first Maori Cath-

olic bishop of New Zealand). 

 

He has been a priest for 24 years serving in 

Gisborne, Hamilton, Steubenville – USA, Mt 

Maunganui, Rome – Italy, Director of For-

mation at Holy Cross Seminary and most re-

cently as Auxiliary Bishop of Auckland.  Bishop 

Michael was ordained Auxiliary Bishop for 

Auckland Diocese on 7 March 2020.  The dea-

con at the ordination Mass was his father, Dea-

con Henk Gielen. 

 

Bishop Michael counts his Catholic faith and 

his family as the greatest blessings of his life; 

through them he has come to know Jesus in 

the most profound way. Sharing this Good 

News is his life’s-work. He is also a keen cyclist. 

In 2015 he and eight seminarians of Holy Cross 

Seminary cycled for 33 days from Cape Reinga 

to Bluff to promote vocations for the priest-

hood. His other passions include rugby and 

cricket, which he played, and just about all 

sports going. He always has a book “on the go”, 

covering most genres, latterly he has enjoyed 

NZ historical novels.  He loves journeying with 

people from every walk and background of life; 

they have made him who he is. He looks for-

ward to walking with the people of Christ-

church diocese on this incredible journey of 

faith. 

 

Bishop Michael’s Latin motto is Totus Tuus  

“All for Jesus through Mary.” 
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