
 
 

 

 

Exult – Let us Exult 
 

Today is the fourth Sunday of Lent. It is also called Laetare Sunday, 
the Sunday of joy. In the gospel reading, God’s loving mercy is pre-
sented by the Lord Jesus in the very well-known Parable of the 
Prodigal Son. The three characters in the parable, the younger son, 

the elder son, and their father, weave a beautiful story of sin, envy, and mercy, the limit-
less mercy of our God. 
 
The younger son was undutiful. He asked for the share of the estate when his father was 
still alive. He left the father and squandered his money on a life of debauchery. In his 
hunger, poverty and hopelessness, he realised that nowhere was the same as home. 
With his humility and sincerity, he came back to the father. His returning home was 
warmly and lovingly received by his father. It was above his imagination and expectation.  
 
Some of us may be like the younger son. We want a lot from God. We may also want to 
run away from our heavenly Father with all the graces he has already bestowed upon us, 
to have the “freedom” to do things we want. We may think that running away from God 
would give us fun and joy. The same as the younger son, there are times in life we may 
realise that we are undutiful to God, that we have done the wrong things and made the 
wrong decisions. Truly, nowhere in the world can give us joy as when we are with our 
heavenly Father. No one on earth can offer us the peace that our Lord does.  
 
Though we are in the midst of Lent, the Season of Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving, and 
necessary penitential disposition, the Church invites us to a moment of joy. Joy because 
we know that our journey with Christ in His sorrowful mysteries will surely end in glory 
and victory.  
 
Our world seems to contain a lot of sad things. Covid is still going on. Many people have 
lost jobs. Business is not going that well for many others. The war in Ukraine is ongoing 
which brings death and injury to a lot of people each day. Yet, in the midst of all this, we 
believe that good must triumph over evil, love will defeat hate, light will roll back dark-
ness and God will conquer Satan.  
 
We are blessed to have God on our side. Let us rejoice and be glad. Let us prepare our-
selves to come back to the Lord through the Sacrament of Reconciliation, the Sacrament 
of Healing to be cleansed, healed, strengthened and loved by our merciful Father. May 
God bless us all.     
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Let’s keep all who are unwell currently in our prayers

PARISH   INFORMATION 
Parish website 

www.catholiccathedralchch.org.nz 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
During Traffic Light Red  
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WEEKEND DUE TO PRIESTS SELF-
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THURSDAY 31ST MARCH  
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27th March 2022 
4th Sunday of Lent, Year C 

 



Masses offered for: Joseph Hurley, Joan Sutcliffe, 
Anthony John Smith (anniversary); Joseph & Marie 
Keane, Mary, Luke, Patrick & Joseph Keane, Wil-
liam and Mary Scally. 
 

 

LENT - PRAYER 
CARITAS Lenten Bible Study Set aside time for spir-
itual nourishment this coming Lent.  
Tuesday Mornings after 9:15am Mass (Assisi Lounge) 
Wednesday Evenings 7.00pm (Narthex). 
Lent – Daily weekday prayer: Be led in 15 minutes of 
daily online prayer during weekdays through our Face-
book page or request the link by emailing Kirsten Chal-
lies.    
Morning Prayer Join the parish staff each Tuesday 
8.00am– 9.00am for morning prayer before the 
Blessed Sacrament. 
Stations of the Cross Every Friday 5:30pm in the Pro-
Cathedral. 

Delivering Prayer Cards for Ukraine Please join in 
taking a bunch of prayer cards from one of the doors 
of the Church and delivering them to letterboxes in 
your area of Christchurch.  We believe many non-
Church-going Cantabrians might be happy to join us in 
praying for peace in the Ukraine. As this may be the 
only experience of prayer for some of them, please 
pray as you deliver, that God might also work within 
them as they pray. Kindly refrain from delivering to 
letterboxes stating ‘No Junk Mail’ or the like.  

 
St Vincent de Paul This week the pantry 
is in need of breakfast cereal, tinned fruit, 
tinned soup and toilet paper.  Thank you 
to all those who so generously donate 

food and money to help the work of St Vincent de Paul 
in our parish. 
 
Meals for the freezer We endeavour to have meals 
available in the Parish freezer to give to parishioners 
experiencing difficult circumstances. If you would like 
to contribute please drop meals or baking into the par-
ish office any weekday before midday. 

 

 
Daylight Saving – early warning 
Remember daylight saving ends 3.00am, next Sun-
day 3rd April.  

READINGS FOR THE DAY 
JOSHUA 5: 9-12; 2 COR 5: 17-2; GOSPEL: LUKE 15: 1-3, 11-32 

PSALM RESPONSE: TASTE AND SEE THE GOODNESS OF THE LORD. 

Our Sunday Mass Timetable – Looking Ahead 
 
All Masses at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral are can-
celled until Thursday 31st due to one of our 
priests testing positive for Covid-19 and the 
entire household at the Cathedral presbytery 
requiring to isolate. 
 
As a result there will be no weekday or Sun-
day Masses held in the parish until Thursday 
31st March.  There will also be no Reconcilia-
tion until Thursday 31st March.  
 
This weekend there will be no online Mass from 
St Mary's Pro-Cathedral. Mass will be streamed 
from the Parish of St Peter Chanel, 10.30am via 
their Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/PeterChanelParish 
Alternatively, there will be a Mass streamed from 
the Christchurch East Parish, 10.30am and this 
can be found on their Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/christchurcheast.org.
nz Mass can also be viewed on Shine TV at 
2.00pm Free-to-air TV Channel 25, Sky TV Channel 
201 
 
The government has made changes to the size of 
gatherings and the conditions under which 
groups can gather. Some changes take effect this 
weekend, with most restrictions loosened or lift-
ed on Tuesday 5th April.  
 
Here is what we will be doing at Cathedral Parish: 
Next weekend (3rd April) we will continue with the 
timetable we’ve had over the last couple of 
months i.e. ten Sunday Masses, with the final 
Mass of each weekend (6.00pm Sunday) being for 
those without a Vaccine Pass.  
 
The weekend after that (10th April – Palm Sun-
day) we will revert to our normal timetable 
(Saturday 5.30pm, Sunday 8.00am, 9.30am, 
11.00am, 4.30pm & 6.00pm). 
 
You will still need to register for Sunday Masses 
until further notice.  
 
For next weekend, registrations will be limited to 
100, with Vaccine Passes required to be present-
ed at all but the Sunday 6.00pm Mass. From Palm 
Sunday the limit will be 200, with Vaccine Passes 
no longer required.  


