
 

 

 

 

Is it time for a Gin yet? 

 
Is it really the 3rd week of Lent? Where has the last three weeks gone? I haven’t even had 

a chance to start my Lenten commitments. 

 

I am sure I am not the only one who feels like this. There is so much going on and it 

feels like we have been living Lent for months or even years due to Covid. 

 

For me it is time to refocus on what Lent is about.  

 

Recently we have seen many families reuniting and reconnecting with the borders reo-

pening. We have seen so many images on the TV of the big hugs between parents and 

children, the tears and the joy of being back together. I am sure when they get home 

from the airport there are lots of cups of tea and talk. 

 

Lent is like this for us and God. It is time to reunite with God. God is the parent waiting 

to embrace us. We may come to Church each weekend and feel that we are all good 

with God but when did you last you sit with God ‘over a cuppa’ and share your worries, 

fears, mistakes and joys. Lent is a time to let go of all that we have been holding on to. It 

is a time to be weak with God when we have needed to be strong for everyone else. 

 

Often to cope with frustration, tiredness, Covid, children, and having to be strong I 

would ask Phil is it time for a gin yet? There is nothing wrong with having a gin, but I got 

to the point I had to ask myself why do I need a gin? So, I changed my behaviour at the 

end of the day. Before I cooked dinner, I choose to go my room where it is quiet and 

chat to God instead. This strengthens me for the battle of dinner time, it refreshs me 

and lifts my spirit.  

 

Lent is a dedicated time to be refreshed, to have your spirit lifted and to be reconnected 

with God.  

 

So, this week I am starting Lent again. I am refocusing on my relationship with God. I 

am making time to be embraced, to sit and be reunited with God. 

 

 
Clare Bell  

Pastoral Assistant 

 

     COVID IS HERE 

With 10 Sunday Masses each weekend, we remind all of you to be vigilant 

in watching for Covid symptoms, wearing your mask, hand-sanitising, so-

cial distancing.  We continue to clean the church between Masses and 

keep the doors and windows open to provide optimal ventilation.   

If you are unwell, we ask you to stay at home. 

Let’s keep all who are unwell currently in our prayers 

 

PARISH   INFORMATION 
Parish website 

www.catholiccathedralchch.org.nz 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 

During Traffic Light Red  

Registration required for all Masses 

My Vaccine Pass  

Saturday Vigils 4:30pm, 5:30pm  

Sunday 7am, 8am, 9am, 

10am,11am, 4pm & 5pm 

No Pass Required 

Sunday 6.00pm  
 

Te Rangimarie Centre  

11am (Miha Māori) 
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are with My Vaccine Pass 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Monday to Friday 

7:30am No Pass Required 

9:15am, 12:05pm My Vaccine Pass 

Saturday 9:15am My Vaccine Pass 

Public Holidays 

 9:15am My Vaccine Pass 
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Monday to Friday 11:30am 

Saturday 9:45am 
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3rd Sunday of Lent, Year C 
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Our 9am Sunday Mass is livestreamed via the follow-

ing link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Ga-

CYXJqNX8 

LENT - PRAYER 

CARITAS Lenten Bible Study Set aside time for spir-

itual nourishment this coming Lent.  

Tuesday Mornings after 9:15am Mass (Assisi Lounge) 

Wednesday Evenings 7pm (Narthex). 

Lent – Daily weekday prayer: Be led in 15 minutes of 

daily online prayer during weekdays through our Face-

book page or request the link by emailing Kirsten Chal-

lies.    

Morning Prayer Join the parish staff each Tuesday 

8.00am– 9.00am for morning prayer before the Blessed 

Sacrament. 

Stations of the Cross Every Friday 5:30pm in the Pro-

Cathedral. 

LENT - ALMSGIVING

CARITAS  Pick up a set of envelopes from the Narthex 

and drop your donation into the collection plate or do-

nate directly following directions on the envelope. Any 

donations received by Caritas after the 31st of March will 

be receipted in the next financial year. 

St Vincent de Paul help our local community directly. 

Donate online to 03 1700 0027831 00 or use a donation 

envelope available in the Narthex and place it in the col-

lection plate.  Food donations can be placed in the bas-

kets in the Narthex. 

LENT - FASTING 

†  fasting from food and drink is good for body and 

soul.  

†  try fasting from criticising or complaining. Intention-

ally offer your effort to the Lord as a gift back to Him 

†  resolve to manage with less of the material things. 

Booking for Sunday Mass Online bookings open 

5.00pm each Wednesday & close midday on Saturday.  

Please book early to avoid missing out on your pre-

ferred Mass time.  You will find the link on the parish 

website.  Please only book for the 6.00pm (No Pass Re-

quired) Mass on Sunday evening if you don’t have a My 

Vaccine Pass or come with someone who does not have 

a Pass.  This Mass is limited to 25 people. 

 

Meals for the freezer We endeavour to have meals 

available in the Parish freezer to give to parishioners 

experiencing difficult circumstances. If you would like 

to contribute please drop meals or baking into the par-

ish office any weekday before midday. 

Volunteer Help Needed Flourish Charity Op Shop, 

which funds the Pregnancy Choice Centre, needs vol-

unteers for a variety of roles: to sort items, collect 

items, shop assistant, befriend young mothers, and 

check donated electrical items for safety (prefer an 

electrician for this). We welcome enquiries. Please call 

351 3227 or email: flourishopshop@gmail.com 

 

St Vincent de Paul Do you have an up-

right chest freezer that you no longer use, 

that you might consider donating to our 

St Vincent de Paul conference?  This will 

be put to practical use in our local food 

bank.  Contact the parish office if you can help. This 

week the pantry is in need of breakfast cereal, 2 minute 

noodles, tinned spaghetti, tinned fruit and toilet paper. 

 

READINGS FOR THE DAY 

EXODUS 3: 1-8, 13-15; 1 COR 1-6, 10-12; GOSPEL: LUKE 13: 1-9 

PSALM RESPONSE: THE LORD IS KIND AND MERCIFUL. 

Vigil For Peace: 12 Hours of Prayer for Peace in 

Ukraine 

Friday, 25th March from 7.00am to 7.00pm

 

Archbishop Paul Martin invites everyone 

across our Christchurch diocese to pray for 

peace in Ukraine. He says: “I continue to be 

saddened by the events in Ukraine and the de-

plorable situation that has evolved over the 

past three weeks”.  

 

The Church Leaders across Christchurch have 

agreed to a call to prayer for Peace in Ukraine 

on Friday, 25th March from 7.00am to 7.00pm. 

The 25th March is also the Feast of the Annunci-

ation and on this day, Pope Francis will conse-

crate Russia and Ukraine to the Immaculate 

Heart of Mary.  

 

Accordingly, our Parish is organising 12 hours 

Adoration in the Church from 7.00am to 

7.00pm and calling individuals, families, and 

groups to sign up for an hour and be present in 

the Church.  There will be a form available in 

the Narthex for you to fill in, including your 

name and the time slot which suits you. When 

completed the form should be placed in the 

box kept in the Narthex. 

 

There will be a break in Adoration for our 

scheduled Masses and Stations of the Cross.  

 

Masses offered for: Jane Tranter (recent), Gerald 

O’Farrell (anniversary), Special Intentions (1). 
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