
 
 

 

 

 

A Growing Church 
The Catholic Church covers more cultures, languages and places 
than perhaps any other institution in the world. We can sometimes 
think that the trends and priorities of the Church in our place are 
similar across the globe. But that is simply not so. Certainly, our mis-
sion is the same but our engagement with the culture in which we 
live flavours how we experience our life in the Body of Christ.  

The Holy Spirit helps us to stay unified by calling everyone to ongo-
ing conversion to Jesus our saviour. This is our common priority. Our 

communion under Christ finds expression in our unity with the successor of St Peter 
and our local Bishop. 

Each year dioceses around the world send in statistics about local parishes. These 
give a snapshot of some trends in the Church. Sometimes the trends which come 
through can surprise us. 

The following commentary is from a highly respected Catholic journalist, John L. Allen 
Jnr, who writes for a Catholic website based out of Boston, USA: 

The reality is that on a global level, Catholicism enjoyed the greatest expansion in its 
history over the past century, more than tripling from 267 million in 1900 to 1.045 
billion in 2000 and 1.36 billion today. 

In other words, the dominant Catholic story today is not decline, it’s breakneck growth. 

Second, it’s notable that the vast majority of this growth is outside the western sphere. 
The Catholic population grew in Africa and Asia in 2020, by 2.1 percent and 1.8 percent 
respectively. The share of the world’s Catholics who live in Africa has been climbing 
steadily over recent decades. Africa alone shot up from 1.9 million in 1900 to 130 mil-
lion in 2000 and an estimated 236 million today, representing almost twenty percent 
of the global total. 

Catholicism, in other words, is already a non-western religion, at least at the grass-
roots, and it will be increasingly more so as time wears on. By the middle of this cen-
tury, three-quarters of all Catholics will live outside the west. Trying to understand the 
church exclusively through the prism of western preoccupations and priorities, there-
fore, is a fool’s errand, yet it continues to be how most of us in the press cover the 
church.  https://cruxnow.com/ 

Statistics such as these must not tip us over into triumphalism, but they can be a 
joyful consolation as we move forward in the mission given us by Jesus himself.  

Father Simon Eccleton 
Cathedral Administrator 

 
Ash Wednesday - 2nd March 2022   Apart from Ash Wednesday Masses, there will 
be a special ecumenical Anglican/Catholic service at 5:30pm that day hosted by the 
Catholic community at our Pro-Cathedral.  To be fair to everyone under Covid Level 
Red there will be seating offered to 50 Anglicans and 50 Catholics.  If you would like 
to attend, please contact the parish office.  It is a vaccine pass only service.  

PARISH   INFORMATION 
Parish website 

www.catholiccathedralchch.org.nz 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
During Traffic Light Red  

Saturday 4.30pm, 5.30pm (Vigil) 
Sunday 7.00am, 8.00am, 9.00am, 
10.00am,11.00am, 4.00pm and 

5.00pm 
With My Vaccine Pass 

 (100 people limit) 
Sunday 6.00pm Without My Vaccine 

Pass  
(25 people limit) 

Registration is required for all 
Masses 

Te Rangimarie Centre  
11:00am (Miha Māori) 

All Masses at Te Rangimarie Centre 
are With My Vaccine Pass 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday to Friday 

7.30am Without My Vaccine Pass, 
9.15am, 12.05pm With My Vaccine 

Pass 
Saturday 9.15am With My Vaccine 

Pass 
Public Holiday 9.15am With My 

Vaccine Pass 

RECONCILIATION 
Monday to Friday 11.30am 

Saturday 9.45am 

APOSTOLIC ADMINISTRATOR 
Archbishop Paul Martin SM 

PRESBYTERY 
03 377 5610 

CATHEDRAL ADMINISTRATOR  
Fr Simon Eccleton 

adm@cathedralparish.nz 

ASSISTANT PRIESTS 

Fr Job Thyikalamuriyil 
frjobts@gmail.com 

Fr Thanh Tran 
frthanh@cathedralparish.nz 

PARISH OFFICE 
03 379 1068 

Office Hours 

03 379 1068 
Mon-Fri 8:30am – 12:30pm 

Parish Secretary  
Colleen Carr     

office@cathedralparish.nz 

Executive Assistant 
to the Administrator  

Kirsten Tester 03 595 1053 
ea@cathedralparish.nz 
    PASTORAL WORKERS 

Kirsten Challies 
kchallies@cathedralparish.nz 

Clare Bell 
cbell@cathedralparish.nz 

 

Masses offered for: Valmai McGrath, Michael Watson (brother of Robert) (Rec); 
Agnes Navales, Mathew Joseph, Eugene McNamara (Ann); Joseph Smee, Jim 
Wilkinson, Valerie Pervalka, Doreen Pond. 

20th February 2022 
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Yr C 

 



Royal Commission Currently a Royal Commission is looking at abuse in state and Faith-based institutions. At this time, we 
need to acknowledge the great pain this has caused those who were abused, and the shame of this abuse not being properly 
dealt with in the past.  Let us be constant in prayer for those who have suffered and always vigilant in our efforts to build a 
safer Church for everyone. 

 
 

Booking for Sunday Mass Online Bookings open at 
5pm each Wednesday and close at midday on Saturday.  
Please book early to avoid missing out on your pre-
ferred Mass time.  You will find the link on the parish 
website. 

Our 9am Sunday Mass is livestreamed via the follow-
ing link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Ga-
CYXJqNX8  

Face Mask Etiquette When receiving Communion face 
masks can be taken off briefly. Take your mask off from 
one ear loop. Let it hang. After receiving Communion 
put the ear tag back on so it is secure again. Touching 
the front of your mask and pulling it down below your 
chin does not keep your mask sterile. 

2021-2023 Synod Come and share your 
thoughts at our next Synod meeting in 
the Assisi Lounge: Thursday 24th at 
10:00am. Please book via the parish of-
fice to ensure a manageable group size.   

New Parishioner Evening SAVE THE DATE All those 
who have joined our parish over the past year and who 
haven’t attended a New Parishioner Wine & Cheese 
evening, are invited to the Assisi Lounge on Friday 25th 
February at 5:30pm to meet the Parish team and to hear 
a little of the vision for our parish.  RSVP to the parish 
office.  This will be a Vaccine Pass Required event.  If you 
don’t have a Pass please get in touch with the office. 

St Vincent de Paul Our Cathedral Conference delivered 
food to 165 people this week.  The pantry 
needs pasta & pasta sauce, baked beans 
and sweet biscuits.  Thank you for your on-
going support of our St Vincent de Paul 

both prayerful and practical. 

Church Working Bee (inside) We are holding a clean-
ing working bee inside the Pro-Cathedral on Wednesday 
23rd February from 6pm til 7pm.  If you can assist, please 
come along bringing cleaning rags, dusters and mops. 

Parish Pupil Support Fund Donations to support our 
school families pay their Attendance Dues to the Dio-
cese may be made into the parish account 03 1592 
0207236 20 – please use pupil support as your reference.  

Parish Planned Giving Programme If you are a current 
member of the Parish PG Programme and are thinking 
of moving from envelopes to automatic payment, now 
is the time to get in touch with the parish office.  We will 
soon be ordering new envelopes.   If you would like to 
join the  Planned Giving Programme to financially sup-
port the work of the parish please contact the office. 

Ashes for Ash Wednesday Please bring 
your old palms from Palm Sunday back to be 
burned to use for ashes on Ash Wednesday. 
There is a basket in the narthex for your old 
palms.   

Ash Wednesday Masses (2nd March) will be 7:30am 
(no pass required but limited to 25); 9:15am, 12:05pm 
and 7pm Mass (all My Vaccine Pass Required limited to 
100).  You will need to book for these Masses as Ash 
Wednesday services are always well supported.  We will 
notify you via the Parish App,  email alert and newsletter 
when the booking system will open for Ash Wednesday 
so please ensure you are connected to the various par-
ish communications. 

Caritas Lenten Bible Study Set aside time for spiritual 
nourishment this coming Lent. We are offering a weekly 
hour-long morning and evening Caritas Bible Study during 
Lent. For those who wish to do the Tuesday morning ses-
sion following 9:15am Mass, please contact the office to 
register for this Lenten study as your registration will con-
firm whether it goes ahead.  The 6 evening sessions will be 
in the Narthex at 7pm on a Wednesday however the first 
session will be Thursday 3rd March.   No RSVP required. 

READINGS FOR THE DAY 
SAMUEL 26:2, 7-9, 13,22-23.    1 COR 15: 45-49. 

GOSPEL: LUKE 6: 27-38 
PSALM RESPONSE: THE LORD IS KIND AND MERCIFUL 


