
 

 

 

A New Year 

 
Welcome to the first newsletter for 2022.  

 

One of the best things we can say of the last year is that we got through it. And it’s right to be 

proud of that achievement. We’ve had to think on our feet as we’ve learned to respond to the 

demands which the Covid-19 pandemic have placed on us. This has asked of us new creativity, 

generosity of spirit and flexibility. 

 

I’m happy to report that, on the whole, everyone has stepped up with good humour to all the 

changes which we’ve had to adopt, sometimes at very short notice. This surely is a sign of a 

healthy community.  

 

Our leadership team was pretty tired by the end of last year. I want to acknowledge the great 

work undertaken by our pastoral workers and priests, as well as our consistently cheerful 

admin team. We were supported by another level of volunteers who, Sunday after Sunday, 

gifted so many hours to the service of our parish – checking vaccine passes, helping with 

scanning in, checking off registrations, cleaning down the pews, door handles etc. You know 

who you are, and we offer you a hearty vote of thanks.  

 

This year will continue to be disrupted by Covid-19, so please sign up for the parish App if you 

have a smart phone, check our Facebook page or website for any new announcements. We 

will get information to you as soon as we can. When changes to arrangements for Masses and 

parish meetings are announced, please share news with those who don’t have the technology 

to hear breaking news. This is how we actively care for each other.  

 

Some Practical Reminders: 

• Stay home if you feel unwell 

• Wash your hands before you go out to Mass and after returning home 

• No sign of peace or distribution of the Precious Blood at Mass. Holy Communion is 

offered only on the hand 

• Mask-wearing for parishioners is not mandatory but is encouraged. (Note: mask-

wearing is now required of all volunteers who assist at Mass) 

• If you have a vaccine pass, always bring it with you. If you are asked for the vaccine 

pass for the 30th time, then for the 30th time give a big smile as you present it to the 

person who asks to see it! They are parishioners just like you, except they have put 

their hand up to volunteer to help keep everyone safe. If you find you’re feeling par-

ticularly grumpy about the requirements for entry to Mass on a particular day, go 

home. This is not the best spirit with which to enter into Mass. Follow up later with a 

chat with one of the priests. We are happy to work through this with you.  

• Remember that you should register earlier in the week for the ‘no vaccine pass’ Mass 

at 6.00pm on Sundays. Vaccinated parishioners should leave this Mass free so that 

there is always room for those who are not vaccinated to attend Mass.  

• Presume the goodwill of everyone. Be generous when engaging with others during 

this demanding time. In the wider community people are being demonised on both 

sides of the vaccine debate. This must not happen to us.  

 

Inevitably there will be trials for us this year, but we know that God blesses us abundantly 

when we serve the Lord with a generous heart. Through these days may the Lord draw us to 

an ever-deeper unity and refresh us in the mission he has given us.  

 

Father Simon Eccleton, Cathedral Administrator 

 

PARISH 

INFORMATION 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 

During Traffic Light Orange  

Saturday 5.30pm (Vigil) 

Sunday, 8.00am, 9.30am, 

11.00am and 4.30pm  

All with My Vaccine Pass 

Sunday 6.00pm Without My Vaccine 

Pass, registration required 

Te Rangimarie Centre  

11:00am (Miha Māori) 

All Masses at Te Rangimarie Centre 

are With My Vaccine Pass 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Monday to Friday 

7.30am Without My Vaccine Pass, 

9.15am, 12.05pm With My Vaccine 

Pass 

Saturday 9.15am With My Vaccine 

Pass 

Public Holiday 9.15am With My 

Vaccine Pass 

RECONCILIATION 

Monday to Friday 11.30am 

Saturday 9.45am 

APOSTOLIC ADMINISTRATOR 

Archbishop Paul Martin SM 

PRESBYTERY 

03 377 5610 

   CATHEDRAL ADMINISTRATOR 

Fr Simon Eccleton 

adm@cathedralparish.nz 

ASSISTANT PRIESTS 

Fr Job Thyikalamuriyil 

frjobts@gmail.com 

Fr Thanh Tran 

frthanh@cathedralparish.nz 

PARISH OFFICE 

03 379 1068 

Office Hours 

Mon 8:30am - 12 noon 

Tues - Fri 8:30am - 2.00pm 

Parish Secretary  

Colleen Carr    03 379 1068 

office@cathedralparish.nz 

Executive Assistant 

to the Administrator  

Kirsten Tester 03 595 1053 

ea@cathedralparish.nz 

    PARISH PASTORAL WORKERS  

03 379 1068 

Kirsten Challies 

kchallies@cathedralparish.nz 

Clare Bell 

cbell@cathedralparish.nz 
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The Tonga Appeal 

The volcanic eruption, earthquake and 

subsequent tsunami devastated the 

Kingdom of Tonga last weekend. Our 

hearts go out to those who are suffering 

the effects of this disaster. Please keep 

this unfolding situation before the Lord in your prayers.  

The Bishops’ aid agency CARITAS has people on the 

ground in Tonga. They will use any funds we send them 

to directly assist those in need. Donations can be made 

to CARITAS online through the Pacific Relief Fund 

(www.caritas.org.nz/donate-online) or via their bank ac-

count 03-0518-0211216-00 (please include first & last 

name and put Tonga as the code). 

 

Wedding Anniversary 

Congratulations to Martin and Pauline 

Clifford who celebrated their 55th anniver-

sary of marriage on the 21st of January. 

They were married here at St Mary’s. May God continue 

to bless them and their family and guide them in this 

beautiful vocation.  

 

Mass Times 

From this week, Mass times return to normal: 

Weekdays 7.30am, 9.15am, 12.05pm (confessions from 

11.30am). 

Sundays 5.30pm (vigil), 8.00am, 9.30am, 11.00am (Cho-

ral Mass), 4.30pm and 6.00pm (Vaccination pass not 

required for weekday 7.30am Masses or Sunday 

6.00pm Masses – please register online for the Sun-

day 6.00pm Mass). 

 

Valentine’s Day Mass  

Archbishop Paul welcomes you to celebrate a St Valen-

tine’s Day Mass on Monday 14th February, 6.30pm at 

St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral.  Hospitality to follow.  Come 

and celebrate with others.  For more information 

please contact Mike Stopforth, Bishop’s Pastoral Office, 

mstopforth@cdoc.nz or phone 366 9869. 

 

Walking Together as Church 

“Celebrating a Synod means walking on the same road, 

walking together. Let us look at Jesus. First, he encounters 

the rich man on the road; he then listens to his questions, 

and finally he helps him discern what he must do to in-

herit eternal life. Encounter, listen and discern.” 

All of Us ‘The People of God’ are invited by Pope Fran-

cis to engage in this Synod. Discernment processes are 

happening in parishes and in addition to this we want 

to offer two opportunities to gather with others to en-

counter, listen and discern together, including small 

group conversation. Tuesday 15 February 6.30pm to 

9.00pm or Sunday 6 March 6.30pm to 9.00pm, at 

Christ the King Pastoral Centre, Burnside. Please 

register by emailing jclarke@cdoc.nz or phone 03 366 

9869. More info about the synod can be found at 

www.chchcatholic.nz/synod or contact Mike Stopforth 

0275398542 email mstopforth@cdoc.nz  

 

Testimonies 

We hope to soon return to hearing personal testimo-

nies of faith once a month at the end of Sunday 

Masses, as a means of encouraging one another in our 

faith journey. If you have an experience of faith you 

would like to share, please see Kirsten Challies or con-

tact her on kchallies@cathedralparish.nz 

 

Share your thoughts 

Pope Francis has asked parishes around the world to 

collect the thoughts of parishioners and those on the 

margins, in regard to how we journey together in faith 

within our Catholic Church through the 2022-2023 

Synod process. You will have opportunities over the 

coming weeks to contribute your thoughts.  A docu-

ment that could be helpful in organising your thinking 

can be found here: https://chchcatholic.nz/wp-con-

tent/uploads/2021/10/Synod-Themes-and-ques-

tions.pdf or pick up a copy in the Parish office. 

 

First Holy Communion Programme  

Registration for First Holy Communion and Reconcilia-

tion is now open for baptised Catholic children from 

Year 4 upwards.  The programme will begin in late Feb-

ruary. For the link to register please contact the Parish 

Office or Clare on cbell@cathedralparish.nz 

 

Visit Us Online: catholiccathedralchch.org.nz 

facebook.com/catholiccathedralchch.org.nz 

READINGS FOR THE DAY NEH 8: 2-6, 8-10; 1 CORIN 12: 12-30; GOSPEL:  

LUKE 1: 1-4, 4: 14-21 

PSALM RESPONSE: YOUR WORDS, LORD, ARE SPIRIT AND LIFE. 

Masses offered for:  

Mary Sheehan, Shirley Kinraid (recent), Mary Daly 

(anniversary). 

 

Have you downloaded the Parish App? 

 

To download the Catholic Cathedral Parish App go to 

the App Store on your Apple or Android device and 

search ‘ChurchAppsNZ’ to download onto your device.  

Then search ‘Catholic Cathedral Parish’ to find our 

Church’s app. 
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