
We’ve learned afresh that we are social beings. 
Being locked down, confined to our homes, 
unable to attend Mass or mix with friends and 
family hurts us. 

But we’ve learned to accept the constraints 
placed upon us because we understand our 
responsibility to the wider community. The 
best medical advice tells us this is what we 
needed to do - for the greater good. This is 
the Catholic principle of the Common Good in 
practice. 

So, with everything thrown up in the air, what 
doesn’t change? What can we hold to that 
endures?

At the heart of our faith is a quite certain fact 
- God loves us unconditionally (whether we 
can feel it or not). Of course, throughout the 
centuries God has told us of his love for us in 
the scriptures. But now God has actually come 

to dwell among us in the person of his Son, 
Jesus.

Whatever we have faced down during 2021, 
whatever we will be asked to deal with in the 
year ahead, it is Jesus who promises to walk 
with us and guide us. That will never change. 

Our God in heaven has blessed us with a 
wondrous gift at Christmas. And the earnest 
hope of the Lord is that we might gift 
ourselves back to him.

Father Simon Eccleton 
Cathedral Administrator 

So much in our world is changing. The Covid pandemic is just the latest (and perhaps 
the biggest) challenge we’ve had to contend with as a community. It has really turned 
our world upside down. 

Christmas Day, 25 December 2021

The St Vincent de Paul helpline 
for assistance with food parcels 

through January is 
03 389 7484 (leave a message) 

or text to 027 358 9400.



Let’s give ourselves a spiritual 
Christmas present this Christmas 
by taking time to look back 
and notice the blessings of our 
2021. May Covid not blind us to 
God’s hand in our year. What 
can we be grateful for? What 
brought us strength or painted 
happy memories? Where did we 
experience love or contentment, 
goodness, or kindness? 
Acknowledge those things as having 
derived from God’s goodness.

The year ahead may well contain 

continued uncertainty, and our God 
is the one thing in life that remains 
the same yesterday, today and 
tomorrow (Heb 13:8); the one thing 
that we can depend on. As we scan 
the horizon of our year ahead, may 
we set aside time for reading God’s 
word, for listening to Jesus’ voice 
and responding to the Holy Spirit’s 
nudges, so that firmly founded, 
we might withstand the winds of 
change, be led by love, and provide 
peace and harmony amidst a 
challenging climate. 

Kirsten Challies
(Pastoral Worker)

The movie, ‘Pay It Forward’ is a 
story of an eleven-year-old boy 
who was challenged by his teacher 
on the first day of class: “Think of 
something new that will change the 
world and then act on what you 
have thought”. This idea captivates 
the boy who lives with his single-
parent, alcoholic mother. The boy 
draws a circle and puts his name 
in the middle. From that circle he 
extends three lines, at the end of 
which are three circles. In the first 
circle he puts his mother’s name. 
In the second circle he writes the 
name of a small classmate who is 
always bullied by bigger boys. In 
the third circle, he writes the name 
of his teacher. The plan is that, if 
he succeeds, the beneficiaries of 
his attention will in turn focus their 

attention on three other people 
who need their help. The idea is to 
“Pay It Forward”.  In a sense this is a 
spiritual pyramid scheme.

‘Pay it forward’ is to do something 
kind or useful for someone because 
someone else has done something 
kind or useful for us. That someone 
else is no one, but God our Father. 
He loved the world so much that 
he sent his only Son into the 
world to show us, through His life, 
how loving and merciful God is. 
Christmas challenges us to ‘Pay it 
forward’. Let us start our circles of 
love this Christmas Day and act on 
it that the birth of Jesus may bring 
changes the world. May Baby Jesus 
bless you and be with you always. 
Merry Christmas.

Fr Job 
Thyikalamuriyil

(Assistant Priest)

If you require a priest throughout the December/January holiday period 
please phone the presbytery on 377 5610

Fr Thanh 
Tran

(Assistant Priest)

In the daily activities of humans, 
there are so many magnificent 
events and festivals, which are 
celebrated by different people 
of various lands, cultures, and 
religions. Nevertheless, we can say 
that there is a special event, which 
is celebrated by all nations and by 
most people around the world, 
regardless of age, gender, culture, 
and religion. That majestic feast 
is CHRISTMAS, the celebration of 
CHRIST’S NATIVITY. 

Christmas is a season of great 
joy. It is a time of God showing 
His unconditional love for human 
beings. It is a time of healing, loving, 
giving, caring, reconciling and 
renewing. Jesus, the Son of God, 
is born into the world. His birth 
brought great joy and hope to all 
people and creatures. Shepherds, 
wise men, and angels all shared in 
the excitement of knowing about 
this great event. The prophets had 
foretold of His coming hundreds 
of years before. The star stopped 
over Bethlehem just to mark the 
way for those who were looking for 
this special  Child. The animals were 

gathering around the Baby Boy to 
breathe  warmth over Him and also 
to receive peace and love from Him. 

Christmas is truly the season of 
Love. “God is Love” and Love is God. 
Love has brought us into the world. 
Love has brought us to our parish 
and Love is drawing us into heaven 
through the journey of life. The 
same as the Star of Bethlehem, the 
Star of Love has marked the way for 
us to be here together as we have 
been seeking the Truth and looking 
for our Saviour, who is to bring 
love, peace, hope, and joy into our 
world, lives, and hearts.

The joyous Feast of Christmas is 
a reminder that SOMEBODY up 
there loves us unceasingly and 
boundlessly. May it fill us with 
feelings of hope and wonder during 
this holy season and also months 
and years to come. May we be 
grateful to God for all His graces 
and blessings for us and for our 
world. I wish you and your loved 
ones a really happy Christmas and 
a very peaceful New Year ahead.

Clare Bell
(Pastoral Worker)

In 2021 we ran our first face to 
face Alpha programme. We were 
so delighted to have 80 signed up 
for our first one. Why is Alpha so 
important to Parish life? For those 
who have attended Mass every 
Sunday for their whole life their 
faith life will be refreshed and 
comes alive. Alpha is designed for 
those who have questions about 
their faith and the existence of 
God. This is helpful for all of us as 
we all have family members who 
are at this place on their journey. 
You now have somewhere to 
invite them. And there is a 

growing number of people in our 
world who have not ever heard 
the story of Jesus and his saving 
power. We are all called on the 
Mission to share the Good News 
and having Alpha to support us is 
such a great gift.

Alpha is beginning again in March 
and we would like to invite all to 
join us. Please consider joining us 
and pray for the person who you 
will invite to join you also.

For more information contact Clare 
cbell@cathedralparish.nz

cbell@cathedralparish.nz


DIOCESAN 
CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
Looking for Christmas Mass times 
for parishes across the diocese?

View these now on the diocesan 
website www.chchcatholic.nz

Weekday Mass Times at St Mary’s over the Summer Break
From Monday 27th December to Saturday 8th January 2022
One weekday Mass each day at 9:15am (with Reconciliation following).
These are My Vaccine Pass Masses. 

From Monday 10th January to Saturday 22nd January
Two weekday Masses each day at 9:15am and 12:05pm 
(Reconciliation from 11:30am) These are My Vaccine Pass Masses

From Monday 24th January normal timetable resumes 
7:30am My Vaccine Pass NOT REQUIRED.
9:15am My Vaccine Pass is REQUIRED
12:05pm My Vaccine Pass is REQUIRED (Reconciliation from 11:30am)

Weekday Masses at other parishes NOT requiring My Vaccine Pass
Christ the King Church Mondays to Fridays to 14th January 7.00am
OLV Church, Sockburn Mondays to Fridays 5.30pm

Cathedral Parish 2021/2022

Christmas & New Year Liturgy Timetable
Friday 24th December - Christmas Eve

5.30pm My Vaccine Pass NOT REQUIRED. You must register for this Mass online. 
We ask those with a My Vaccine Pass not to attend this Mass. 
It is intended for those without the Pass. 

7.00pm My Vaccine Pass is REQUIRED. Carols from 6.40pm
9.00pm My Vaccine Pass is REQUIRED. Carols from 8.30pm
11.30pm Choral Midnight Mass. My Vaccine Pass is REQUIRED. 

Carols from 11.00pm.

Saturday 25th December - Christmas Day

Christmas Mass at Te Rangimarie Centre
8:00pm Friday December 24th (Reconciliation from 7:30pm) 

My Vaccine Pass is REQUIRED.

Sunday 26th December - Feast of the Holy Family

8.00am My Vaccine Pass is REQUIRED
9.30am My Vaccine Pass is REQUIRED
11.00am My Vaccine Pass is REQUIRED

7.00pm My Vaccine Pass NOT REQUIRED. You must register for this Mass online. 
We ask those with a My Vaccine Pass not to attend this Mass. It is intended 
for those without the Pass.

4.00pm My Vaccine Pass is REQUIRED
5.30pm My Vaccine Pass is REQUIRED

8.00am My Vaccine Pass is REQUIRED
9.30am My Vaccine Pass is REQUIRED

11.00am My Vaccine Pass is REQUIRED
Note - No Christmas afternoon Masses 

in the parish. 

NEW Sunday Mass Times (from Saturday 1 January)

Saturday Vigil
5.30pm My Vaccine Pass is REQUIRED

Sundays
8.00am My Vaccine Pass is REQUIRED
9.30am My Vaccine Pass is REQUIRED

11.00am My Vaccine Pass is REQUIRED
4.30pm My Vaccine Pass is REQUIRED

6.00pm My Vaccine Pass NOT REQUIRED. You must register for this Mass online. 
We ask those with a My Vaccine Pass not to attend this Mass. It is intended 
for those without the Pass.

cbell@cathedralparish.nz
www.chchcatholic.nz

