
 
 

 
Mission Sunday – Mission Launched! 

How appropriate that our Parish Mission begins on the weekend of Global Mission Sunday, 
about which the Pope says ‘to be on mission is to be willing to think as Christ does, to be-
lieve with Him that those around us are also my brothers and sisters’. Pope Francis urges 
us to think outside of our own need, to the need of others and to share Christ with them. 
 
As a parish we are taking these next five weeks to be ‘On Mission’, where our mission work 
involves praying for our brothers and sisters in Auckland, fasting as we are able and giv-
ing what we can. 
 
Praying: We are all invited to: 
 Daily Prayer: take some time each day to pray for the growing pressures in Auckland in 

particular, but also around the rest of our nation. We have a Parish Mission Prayer you 
can pick up from the doors to the Church which may assist with this daily prayer.  

 Adoration on the following Saturdays until Advent, between 9:15am and 4:30pm 
Masses. Drop in at some point of the day, to pray with other parishioners for God’s 
Holy Spirit to permeate every home, business and group in Auckland where stresses 
are high.  Musical accompaniment between 3.00-4.00pm. 
 

Jesus himself instructed his disciples to be like the persistent friend who persevered in ask-
ing for what he needed (Lk 11:8) and Jesus stated “how much more will the heavenly Fa-
ther give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!’ (vs13). So, let’s together ask - persistently!  
 
Fasting on Wednesday (or another day if Wednesday doesn’t suit): At times of serious 
difficulty, the Pope has called the Church to action by saying “I’m serious: Intensify prayer 
and practice fasting, asking the Lord for mercy and forgiveness” and we want to invite pa-
rishioners to that same intensity of prayer for our own people of Auckland regarding the 
Covid pandemic. In practising fasting we stand in solidarity with our brothers and sisters in 
Auckland and feel just a little of the pain they are experiencing by refraining from either a 
meal, or a normal activity of our day, that makes life a little uncomfortable for us and re-
minds us to seek God on their behalf. We acknowledge our need for the Lord to work and 
our inability to change things on our own and remember that in experiencing death on the 
cross, Jesus brought new life. In partaking of our own small sacrifice, we hope that Jesus 
will restore life and vitality to Auckland. 
 
Giving: You are invited to make a donation to St Vincent de Paul for them to respond to 
the growing need in Auckland and you can do that by online donations to their bank ac-
count 03 1700 0027831 00 using the reference ‘Auckland’. 
 

May God take our humble efforts and multiply them as he did the 5 
fish and 2 loaves, to make a tangible difference in our country. 
 
 
Kirsten Challies 
Pastoral Assistant 
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As Monday is a public holiday there will be one Mass 
only at 9.15am.  The Parish Office will be closed that day.  
 
Fr Job is on holiday until 8th November. 
 
Coronavirus Vaccine There is some discussion in our 
community about the ethics and efficacy of the Covid 
vaccine. I encourage you to be vaccinated. These are 
the reasons why I say this. I do not have specialist 
knowledge about such a complex matter so I freely and 
consciously accept the advice of the World Health  
Organisation, backed up by the Ministry of Health in 
NZ, regarding the safety and effectiveness of the vac-
cine. With regard to the moral and theological issues 
that this response to the pandemic raises, I turn to the 
teaching from Pope Francis and the Congregation for 
the Doctrine of the Faith, the NZ Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference and NZ’s national Catholic Bioethics Cen-
tre.  All are unequivocal in their encouragement of peo-
ple to receive the vaccine. You can view these docu-
ments on the main page of our parish web site. 
As Pope Francis has said – getting the Covid jab is an 
act of love.   
Fr Simon 
 

Thank you for all the donations of money 
and food that we continue to receive.  This 
assists us to continue helping those in need 
in our community.  Our pantry is in need of: 

canned tomatoes, jam, rice, tea bags, instant coffee, 
biscuits and soap powder. 
 

The Month of the Rosary Ron Healing invites  
parishioners to join him for an hour in the Assisi 
Lounge at 6.00pm on Monday 25th October, where he 
will talk about the Rosary, followed by praying the  
Rosary together. 
 
Columban Calendars 2022 are now available from the 
Parish Office.  $12 each. Cash or internet  
Banking only.  These will be sold from the church from 
the beginning of Advent (28th November). 
 

Christmas Cards Advance Notice SVDP National has 
advised our local Vinnies Conference that they will not 
be producing Christmas Cards this year.  This is the  
result of an issue with supply and the decline in sales 
over the last few years. 

You Can Make a Difference  
St Vincent de Paul will be giving out small 
paper bags after each Mass on Saturday 
30 October 2021 and  
Sunday 31 October and would be very 

grateful if you could pop a couple of extra items in 
your trolley that week as listed on the bag and put 
these in the bag and return the following week. The 
Need is Great! St  
Vincent de Paul serves those in need on a daily basis 
and is also looking for people to team up with our ex-
isting volunteers to assist these people. Can you give 
the gift of time and spare a little time working in pairs 
to assist with this important outreach? 
An expression of interest card will be 
attached to each bag. 
 “Thank you for helping us help others “ 
 
 
Planned Giving  If you have been thinking about  
signing up for Planned Giving now is the time.  The 6 
monthly accounts and envelopes will be coming out in 
the next week.  If you want to move from envelope  
giving to Automatic Payment please phone us on  
379 1068 or call into the parish office – we would love to 
help you with that.  We have over 330 families on AP giv-
ing – it is our preferred option as it means less counting 
for our teams. 
 
Delivery Volunteers We need help to deliver about 200 
envelopes to our Envelope Planned Givers.  Please con-
tact the parish office with your availability.   
 
Parish Retreat Unfortunately, we need to cancel the 
Parish One-Day Retreat planned for November 6th as Fr 
John O’Connor has had unexpected changes, but for 
those who were planning to participate, you may like to 
consider an individual retreat day or day of prayer 
through Rosary House.  Feel free to phone  
03 379-1298 or email roho@xtra.conz. 
 
Wednesdays at One will recommence this Wednesday, 
27th October.  This week’s performers will be 50’s Up 
Brass Band. Come along early and enjoy lunch from the  
Cathedral Café from 12.45pm. 
 

 

READINGS FOR THE DAY JEREMIAH 31: 7-9; HEBREWS 5: 1-6; GOSPEL: MARK 10: 46-52 
PSALM RESPONSE: THE LORD HAS DONE GREAT THINGS FOR US; WE ARE FILLED WITH JOY. 

Masses have been offered for:  

Yvonne Lynskey (recent); Amituanai Sili, 
Jim Bunting, Herbert Fahey (anniversary). 

Parish Garage Sale – Saturday 30th October – 
9.00am to 1.00pm….lots of items for sale – 
380 Innes Road (Church Hall).  


