
 

 

 

The Time Has Come 
“The time has come, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe the Good News”. 

These were the words of Jesus given to us on the first Sunday of Lent to reflect on and get 
prepared to celebrate the great feast of Easter, the Resurrection of Jesus. Repentance is 
an invitation to a sincere act of conversion. To substantiate this conversion, we were given 
a period of forty days and a discipline of prayer, fasting and almsgiving on the first day of 
Lent.   

The Time Has Come  
The time has come to complete the season of Lent, and enter Holy Week, which is the most 
solemn and glorious week in Christianity, the pinnacle of the liturgical year. It's more 
sacred than Christmas! This is because Holy Week commemorates the final week of Our 
Lord's life, the very purpose for which Christmas happened. Holy Week begins with Palm 
Sunday (when Jesus made his final entrance into Jerusalem) and culminates with the 
Easter Vigil. The last three days in Holy week; Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter vigil, 
are the most important days in Holy Week. These three days are known as the Sacred 
Triduum, or Paschal Triduum. "Though chronologically three days, they are liturgically one day 
unfolding for us the unity of Christ's Paschal Mystery". Let us schedule our programme so 
that we do not miss the opportunity to participate in all the liturgies of Holy Week.  

The Time Has Come 
The time has come to cleanse our heart and mind as the fruit of our repentance and make 
our Reconciliation before Holy Week. We know, for many, the Sacrament of Confession is 
not easy. But it becomes easy when we approach it as a God given occasion to heal our 
broken relationship with God and those around us. It can be either individual or 
communal. When we celebrate communal Reconciliation (Rite II) together as a parish 
family, we are reminded of the social nature of sin - that every sin, even the most private 
and personal sin, has implications for the larger community and we ask forgiveness for 
everyone in our community. The communal service is an opportunity to join our sisters 
and brothers in asking for forgiveness and healing during this important time of the year. 
The most important thing that happens in the Sacrament of Reconciliation is what Jesus 
does. He heals us, gives us the gift of forgiveness and brings us peace. So let us get ready. 
Jesus is waiting for us. 

This Wednesday 24th March is our Oasis of Mercy from 7pm - 9pm.  There will be 10 priests 
available for Rite II Reconciliation from 7pm to 8pm followed by Adoration and Taize 
Prayer until 9pm.   

Fr Job Thyikalamuriyil – Assistant Priest 

  

CHRISM MASS 

The Diocesan Chrism Mass will be celebrated at 7.30pm on Monday 
29th March in St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral.  The Chrism Mass is where the 
holy oils are blessed for use in baptism, confirmation, anointing of the 
sick, marriage and ordination throughout the year.  Everyone is most 
welcome to attend.   

PARISH 
INFORMATION 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 5.30pm 

Sunday 8.00am, 9.30am, 11am 
Choral Mass, 4.30pm, 6.00pm 

 

Te Rangimarie Centre  
11:00am (Maori Mass) 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday to Friday 

7.30am, 9.15am, 12.05pm 
Saturday 9.15am 

Public Holiday 9.15am 

RECONCILIATION 
Monday to Friday 11.30am 

Saturday 9.45am 

APOSTOLIC 
ADMINISTRATOR 

Archbishop Paul Martin SM 

PRESBYTERY 
03 377 5610 

   CATHEDRAL ADMINISTRATOR 
Fr Simon Eccleton 

adm@cathedralparish.nz 

ASSISTANT PRIESTS 
Fr Job Thyikalamuriyil 

frjobts@gmail.com 
Fr Thanh Tran 

frthanh@cathedralparish.nz 

PARISH OFFICE 
03 379 1068 

Office Hours 
Mon 8:30am - 12 noon 

Tues - Fri 8:30am - 2.00pm 
Parish Secretary  

Colleen Carr    03 379 1068 
office@cathedralparish.nz 

Executive Assistant 
to the Administrator  

Kirsten Tester 03 595 1053 
ea@cathedralparish.nz 

    PARISH PASTORAL 
WORKERS  

03 379 1068 
Kirsten Challies 

kchallies@cathedralparish.nz 
Clare Bell 

cbell@cathedralparish.nz 
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Royal Commission Faith-Based redress Hearing The 
Royal Commission of Inquiry into Abuse in Care will 
hear from Catholic church leaders this week and 
continue to look into what happened to children, young 
people and vulnerable adults in care. We pray for 
continued courage and clarity for all those involved. 

Holy Hour of Prayer – Change  Prayer is at 
the heart of our mission to proclaim the 
gospel to the world. It is particularly 
important that the leadership team of the 
parish is focused on prayer. For this reason, 
our Thursday morning Holy Hour (8am to 
9am) has been a high priority for us. We have 
been supported by parishioners who join us 
for some or all of that hour. Starting this 
week, our weekly Holy Hour will move to 
Tuesdays at the same time 8am to 9am. You 
are welcome to join us in the church or from 
your homes.  

Parish Lenten Retreat Come along to time together on 
Tuesday evening in the Chapel 7pm - 8:30pm. To join in 
with online prayer, contact Kirsten Challies for a link to 
be sent via email on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

Help Needed A parishioner in the Prestons area needs 
a ride to Saturday 5:30pm Mass.  If you can assist, 
please contact Kirsten Challies in the parish office. 

Housebound but want to serve?  We are looking for 
parishioners who can phone to support other 
parishioners.  For more information contact Kirsten 
Challies 

St Vincent de Paul This week we helped 
114 people in our community. Our pantry 
needs cup of soup, tinned soup, tinned 
spaghetti and baked beans, teabags, 2-
minute noodles and toilet paper. Thank 

you for your kind donations - please note non-perishable 
food only as we are unable to store perishable or frozen 
food.  Who are we?... what do we do? How do we help 
those in need? Please visit our website:  
https://www.svdpchch.co.nz/ 

Caritas Lenten Reflections An opportunity especially 
in this Lenten period to prayerfully reflect on the 
Sunday Readings with a small group of parishioners. 
Tuesday after Midday Mass in the Assisi Lounge, in the 
Narthex on Wednesday after 9:15am Mass. No 
Thursday evening. Please come along. No need to have 
been previously. 

Caritas Lenten Appeal Thank you to all those who have 
contributed to the Caritas Lenten Appeal.  Parishioners 
have donated $788.00 in the 4th week of Lent. 

Stations of the Cross continue to be prayed in the 
church each Friday evening during Lent at 5.30pm.   

Easter Flowers Our florists need white or yellow 
Chrysanthemums for Easter Saturday 3rd April.  Please 
phone Margaret Huckstep on 021 115 3996 if you can 
help. 

Golden Catholics Wednesday 24th March at 11am.  
You’re invited to attend the first Golden Catholics 
presentation, Mass and luncheon for 2021.  St Bede’s 
College Chapel, 210 Main North Road, Papanui.  Mike 
Nolan will speak on the role of the Catholic Education 
Office in supporting our children and grandchildren to 
grow in holiness.  Please RSVP for catering purposes to 
Donna Malone on 03 352 5810 rf-dmalone@xtra.co.nz  

The CBS Orchestra presents Haydn’s Lamentatione 
Symphony, Bach Cantata 82 Ich Habe Genung, with 
international bass soloist Paul Whelan, and Barber’s 
Adagio for Strings in a free hour-long concert at 3 pm 
Sunday 28th March. 

The CBS Choir and Orchestra present at 8pm on Friday 
2nd April St John Passion by J.S. Bach, with soloists 
Elizabeth Emeleus, Louisa Pilkington, Ken Joblin, Adrian 
Lowe, Wally Enright and Chris Whelan. Musical Director 
is Don Whelan. 

READINGS FOR THE DAY 1ST JER 31:31-34  2ND: HEB 5:7-9 
GOSPEL: JOHN 12: 20-30 

PSALM RESPONSE: CREATE A CLEAN HEART IN ME, O GOD 

Masses have been offered for:  Peter Bell, 
Eugene McNamara, Pat Conaghan (recent); Denis 
Ong (anniversary); Thanksgiving (1); Williams and 
Keane Families. 


