
 

 

 

 

 

 

373 Manchester Street, Christchurch 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 6th September 2020 

 

Our Covid-19 Reality 
 
The coronavirus has wrought so much damage to our world. And it’s becoming increasingly 
obvious that we won’t be free of this pandemic for quite some time.  
 
Our parish is not exempt from the fall-out of this disaster. It’s good that we can offer eleven 
Sunday Masses for up to one hundred people each time during this alert level 2. But we miss not 
being able to freely gather in larger numbers.  
 
A lot of volunteers step forward each Sunday to help sign in parishioners as they arrive for Mass. 
Others usher people to their seats. Still others efficiently sanitise surfaces in the church between 
each Mass, while still more hand out newsletters and receive offerings in the collection basket as 
parishioners leave the church.  
 
Generally, people have been very good about adjusting to the level 2 arrangements of booking in 
online and signing in when they arrive.  One or two have struggled with complying with the health 
requirements which we are carrying out. We salute our volunteers for their patience, grace and 
good humour in their work. They are doing a brilliant job.  
This is the backdrop for us as we establish our new parish. It’s not ideal, but there is an important 
lesson in all this for us. Whatever is happening in our world, or indeed in our lives, God promises 
to use these events to help us clarify what is important, and to teach us how to cleave more 
closely to Him. 
  
We are being asked to be flexible, to not worry about the ‘small stuff’. Even in a pandemic, we 
realise there is so much for which we should be grateful. And we are.   
 
More than ever, we want to develop good initiatives for bringing the gospel to our brothers and 
sisters who do not believe. There is so much loneliness and anxiety in our world.  We’ve just got 
to get out there and show people how close Jesus Christ is to them – and how near is their 
salvation.  
 
May our parish grow in its mission to be a beacon of hope and joyful living, even as the world 
struggles with so many challenges.  
                         

Father Simon Eccleton 
Administrator 

    
 
 
 
 

What the Alert Levels mean for our Parish 
 
Level One – we can freely gather without having to book in for Sunday Mass. The regular 
Mass timetable applies – Saturday 5.30pm, Sunday 8am, 9.30am, 11am, 4.30pm and 6pm.  
 
Level Two – a maximum of 100 people at each Mass. Parishioners must book in for the Mass 
they want to attend. Our special Mass timetable applies – Saturday 4.30pm, 5.30pm, 6.30pm; 
Sunday 7am, 8am, 9am, 10am, 11am, 4pm, 5pm, 6pm.  
 
Level Three – churches are closed.  
 
The alert level can change at any time. When the government announces a change, our 
parish Sunday Mass timetable changes as well – see above. Please help friends and 
neighbours who might be confused by this.  
 

 



 

 

READINGS FOR THE DAY 1ST EZEKIEL 33: 7-9; 2ND: ROMANS 13: 8-10; GOSPEL: MT 18: 15-20 
PSALM RESPONSE: O THAT TODAY YOU WOULD LISTEN TO HIS VOICE! HARDEN NOT YOUR HEARTS. 

Masses Offered for:  

 
Masses offered for:  

Erin Ryan (recent); Sister Dympna O’Brien,  
Margaret Ryall-Consedine (anniversaries) 

 

They have gone no further from us than to God  

and God is very near 

Priests of the parish at Hanmer Springs this week 
Once again, Bishop Paul is gathering parish-based priests for 
three days for prayer and study as we work on equipping our 
parishes for evangelisation in the 21st Century. We would be 
grateful for your prayers for us during this period – this Tuesday 
afternoon to Thursday lunch time. Thanks to Fathers Peter 
Farrant and Mike Doyle for covering Masses over these days. 
In an emergency please call Father Peter 021 043 9093. 
 
Social Justice Week 
This weekend is the beginning of 
Social Justice week. The theme is 
Unlocking the Church’s potential. 
Catholic social teaching is a great 
foundation for all that we do. During 
the week we will be putting some 
reflections and thoughts on our 
Facebook page. Use these to help you in your prayer and 
reflection. In the foyer you will find a poster with the Catholic 
Social Teaching Principles. We encourage you to have a read 
and to see how these are easy to bring into our day to day life.  
 
Chrism Mass  
The Chrism Mass originally scheduled for just prior to Easter 
will now be celebrated on Monday 5th October at 7.00pm at St 
Mary’s Pro-Cathedral.  Everyone is most welcome to attend. 
 
Deacon Tang’s Ordination 
Due to lockdown restrictions the date of Deacon Tang’s 
ordination to the priesthood has been changed to Saturday 
19 September at 11.00am at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral. Please 
keep him in your prayers as his special day approaches. 

 
St Vincent de Paul 
This week 120 people in our area were 
helped. Our pantry is in need of: tinned 
soup, pasta, rice, vegemite, marmite, 
peanut butter, jam and sweet biscuits. 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 

Pastoral Care Team 
If you would like to help care for our 
parishioners who need a little extra support 
at various times, whether it be by visiting, 
please contact Kirsten Challies. Guidance 
will be provided and whatever you can offer 
in regards to time, we appreciate.  This is a 
way we can walk alongside our fellow 
parishioners, recognizing that we are a family and want to care 
for one another. 

 

 

Catholic Men’s Breakfast 
Due to popular demand and the first breakfast being sold out, a 
second breakfast will be held on 15 September at the 
Canterbury Club, 129 Cambridge Terrace.   
The Bishop will speak about Bringing Faith to Life - a faith 
centred approach to family, business and leisure. This event is 
an excellent opportunity for Catholic and non-Catholic men to 
get to know the Bishop, network and encourage one another in 
common values.  The breakfast begins at 7.00am and finishes 
by 8.30am. Tickets for this event are $40 and can be 
purchased online through Eventbrite. For further information 
please contact Olivia on 03 366 9869 or email 
ostopforth@cdoc.nz 
 
End of Life Choice Act and the Referendum  
A page had been established on the diocesan 
website regarding the End of Life Choice Act 
and the upcoming referendum 
https://chchcatholic.nz/2020/08/end-of-life-
choice-act-vote-no/ 
There is a good deal of information already available and this 
page provides links to some of that material including videos, 
questions and answers. The Church is very clear that she 
respects life from conception to natural death. Those whose 
lives are diminished or weakened deserve special care and 
respect. 
 
Christchurch Ablaze Conference talks 
If you were unable to be at that conference in 2017, go online 
and be inspired by the International speakers, Daniel Ang and 
Jan Health who shared their wisdom and insight. They are very 
much worth listening to. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PGz2MolqL14 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y64jisabZVY 

 
Flowers for the Church 
If you are interested in being involved with 
the Church Flowers – a love of flowers is all 
that is necessary – please contact the Parish 
Office.  
 
Sacred Heart College Ashburton    
Lunch and memory sharing at Hotel Ashburton on Thursday 
15 October 2020 at 12.30pm.  Enquiries and registration asap 
to Mary Schmack 03 932 7502 or mdsmck27@gmail.com 

A funeral Mass for the late John McCammon will be held 
on Monday 7th September at 10.30am. There will be no 
Adoration or Reconciliation that day but the 12.05pm will 
be celebrated. 
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