
 

 

 
As we have now returned to Alert Level 1 our 
normal Sunday Mass timetable has resumed. 

 
Mass times are:  
Saturday Vigil  5.30pm 
Sunday  8.00am, 9.30am, 11.00am, 

4.30pm, 6.00pm 
 

 

 

 

 

373 Manchester Street, Christchurch 

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 27th September 2020 
 
 

From the Catholic Bishops of New Zealand Nathaniel Centre for Bio Ethics 
 

The End of Life Choice Act is not an option of ‘last resort’. It will not just apply to the 

‘exceptionally difficult cases’. It does not require that a person first make use of available 

treatments or counselling, nor that they first receive palliative care. A person does not need to be 

in physical pain. If euthanasia becomes legal in NZ, people will access it because they think they 

lack other choices. Even though quality palliative care is effective, there is no corresponding 

legal right to access palliative care.  

 

Under current law, people can already say ‘no’ to treatments and can receive whatever level of 

pain relief they need. These days, no-one need die in pain. The EOLC Act is badly drafted and 

seriously flawed. Whatever ones’ views about the idea of euthanasia, it is not ‘compassion’ to 

vote for a dangerous law.  

 

BE INFORMED ABOUT THE END OF LIFE CHOICE ACT REFERENDUM:  

 

• The End of Life Choice Act provides access to an assisted death for those with less 

than six months to live. Yet any prognosis, especially as long as six months, is a 

guess. Overseas research shows that the choice of euthanasia is not driven by pain 

but by a range of personal reasons, including the fear of being a burden to their 

families or society.  

 

• The End of Life Choice Act has no mandatory stand-down or cooling off period (as in 

other countries) – under the End of Life Choice Act, a person could be dead less than 

four days after diagnosis, and be under no obligation to inform their families or carers 

of their decision. The process does not even require the presence of an independent 

witness. 

 

The EOLC Act is badly drafted and seriously flawed. Whatever one’s views about the idea of 

euthanasia, it is not ‘compassion’ to vote for a dangerous law. 

 

See www.riskylaw.nz or www.votesafe.nz or www.carealliance.org.nz or www.nathaniel.org.nz 

 

COPIES OF THE BISHOPS OF NEW ZEALAND ELECTION STATEMENT ARE AVAILABLE 

FROM THE FOYER OF THE CHURCH OR MAY BE VIEWED ONLINE AT 

www.catholic.org.nz/assets/Uploads/Catholic-Bishops-Election-Statement-2020.pdf 

A link to it is also on the NZCBC Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/CatholicNZ/ 

 

 

 

http://www.riskylaw.nz/
http://www.votesafe.nz/
http://www.carealliance.org.nz/
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholic.org.nz%2Fassets%2FUploads%2FCatholic-Bishops-Election-Statement-2020.pdf&data=01%7C01%7CCReed%40cdoc.nz%7C98d65cb5ac0c4c23998608d859d31670%7Cf9292410bd5d44c9aa347497fb5840e3%7C0&sdata=suft0j7wrXatw8DdqTXcBIJ7FQBRKOirL2NOY%2BWPV8A%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FCatholicNZ%2F&data=01%7C01%7CCReed%40cdoc.nz%7C98d65cb5ac0c4c23998608d859d31670%7Cf9292410bd5d44c9aa347497fb5840e3%7C0&sdata=EXfX9Bb8Ey9jIJViuvwkq9r4Egl9akRsHL8F%2FxvSMP4%3D&reserved=0


 

 

READINGS FOR THE DAY 1ST EZEK 18: 25-28: 2ND: PHIL 2: 1-11; GOSPEL: MT 21: 28-32 
PSALM RESPONSE: REMEMBER YOUR MERCIES, O LORD. 

Holy Communion under one kind 
Over these last few months we have been moving between 
Covid alert levels with different requirements regarding social 
distancing, reception of Holy Communion, sharing the sign of 
peace etc. For clarity and peace of mind, we have decided that 
Holy Communion will only be offered under one form – the 
Sacred Host. Only when this pandemic is substantially behind 
us will we return to offering communicants the Precious Blood.  
 

 
The Chrism Mass originally scheduled for just prior to Easter 
will now be celebrated on Monday 5th October at 7.00pm here 
at the Pro-Cathedral.  Everyone is most welcome to attend. 
 
Deacon Tang’s Ordination 
Due to lockdown restrictions the date of Deacon Tang’s 
ordination to the priesthood has been changed to Saturday 
10 October at 11.00am at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral. Please 
keep him in your prayers as his special day approaches. 

 
St Vincent de Paul 
This week 102 people in our area were 
helped. Our pantry is in need of: long-life 
milk (tetrapak), summer breakfast cereals, 
2 minute noodles, canned fruit and toilet 
paper. Thank you for your continued support. 
 

Sacred Heart College Ashburton    
Lunch and memory sharing at Hotel Ashburton on Thursday 
15 October 2020 at 12.30pm.  Enquiries and registration asap 
to Mary Schmack 03 932 7502 or mdsmck27@gmail.com 
 
Parishioner needing a pastoral visit?  
If you know of a parishioner who is struggling to make it to 
Masses and who could do with a pastoral visit from the parish, 
please contact Kirsten Challies or the parish office. 
 

St Francis of Assisi There will be a 9:15am Mass 
on Saturday 3rd October in the St Francis of Assisi 
Church (380 Innes Road) as a farewell to the 
church.  It will be followed by a cup of tea in the 
school staff room.   

Charismatic Renewal First Friday Mass  
2nd October at 7.30pm 
Everyone is welcome to join in our regular monthly Charismatic 
Mass with Praise & Worship, prayer ministry and fellowship.  
Please bring a plate for shared supper after Mass. 
Venue:  Christ the King, Greers Road, Burnside. 
Any enquiries please contact Maureen mobile: 027 568 8338. 
 
Memorial Mass for the late Fr Kevin Clark 
The funeral Mass for Fr Kevin Clark was held during Alert 
Level 2.  We are now able to hold a Memorial Mass for Fr 
Kevin which will be held on Tuesday 13th October, 7.00pm at 
St Matthew’s Church, Bryndwr.  All are welcome to come and 
pray for the repose of the soul of Fr Kevin. 
 
 

Golden Catholics 
We’re back!  Calling all Golden Catholics (retired and others).  
We are so fortunate that Bishop Paul has accepted an 
invitation to come and talk to us on “The new Cathedral 
precinct in the city” on Wednesday, 4 November 2020 at 
11.00am.  Join Bishop Paul for this special event starting with 
Mass at 11.00am, followed by an update on the new Catholic 
Cathedral precinct and luncheon.  
Golden Catholics has had to shift from St Gregory’s, 
Bishopdale and will now held at Christ the King, 90 Greers 
Road, Burnside.  There is excellent on-site parking at Christ 
the King and you will be on your way home well before the 
schools disperse. 
To book your place for this event please call Donna Malone on 
352 5810 or email to rf-dmalone@xtra.co.n or  Trish Hubble on 
354 5244 or email to sandphubble@xtra.co.nz.  Last date for 
advising of your attendance is Friday, 23 October 2020. 
It has been a long time since we have been together, so please 
do try and come, it will be great to see you all again. Places are 
limited so book early.  
 
Catholic Business Network Lunch 
The Catholic Business Network Lunch 
for 2020 is going ahead and will be 
held on Thursday 22 October from 
12.00pm-2.00pm at the Town Hall 
with Philip Carter as the speaker.  
With a passion for investing in 
Christchurch, Philip is working alongside the Diocese to deliver 
an innovative project. A community and commercial space, this 
multi-construction development will play a key part in the 
rebuilding of the Christchurch CBD. Join the Catholic Business 
Network to hear Philip talk about this project, the Church and 
family.  
For further information on tickets please contact Olivia - 
ostopforth@cdoc.nz or 03 366 9869.  
 
Morning & Evening Prayer books 
If you have picked one of these up from the Narthex, thinking 
they were for the taking, please can you return it to a parish 
staff member as these were purchased for Morning Prayer for 
the Parish on Thursday mornings. 
 

Confirmation: All those in Year 8 or above, who wish 
to make their Confirmation, please either complete the 
following Google doc form or contact the parish office 
with your contact details 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1P75KbUduDmBQyG
ROk3qMTlZdHPkMtT8hISEvjQVQS_Q/edit.  

The meeting dates are as follows: 
Thurs 15 & 22 October 

Meeting - Students and parents 7.00pm 
Sun 18 October - Retreat Day 

Thursday 29 October  
Practice at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral at 5:30pm 

Saturday 31 October  
Confirmation 5:30pm Mass 
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