
 

 

 
 
 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 20th September 2020 
 

Equipped for Mission 
 

This year the world has been turned on its ear.  

Covid-19 has changed the way we do just about everything, whether at school, work or 
home. Leisure activities, relaxation, exercise, worship of God – nothing has been beyond the 
reach of this virus.  

Against this dramatic backdrop we have established our new parish.  I am grateful to God 
for all we have been able to do. The merging of ministries, the establishment of the weekly 
Mass timetable, new priests, new parishioners, new parish staff – there has been a lot to 
cope with. I don’t underestimate the challenge this has been for everyone.  

Why does this all have to happen? Simply because we need to be better equipped for 
mission. We all have heart-breaking stories of family members and loved friends who have 
fallen away from the practice of their faith.  

Yet we have the most beautiful story to tell. God has come to dwell among his people, and his name is Jesus 
Christ. Only He can help us navigate through the ups and downs of this passing world. As St Peter says, only 
Jesus has the words of everlasting life (John 6:68). 

We have lost our confidence in boldly proclaiming the Good News. Our parishes need to be leaner and better 
equipped for the mission given us at our baptism. The Great Commission of Jesus is spoken directly to each of 
us:  

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  and 
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age (Matthew 28: 18-20) 

In our parish, all we do must be orientated to evangelisation. We want a parish where everyone is involved in a 
ministry or outreach to our community. We want to assist every parishioner to be better equipped to talk about 
their faith. We want to discover new ways to invite those who don’t know Jesus to come and join us on this great 
adventure. 

So what can we do? All missionary work is built on a firm foundation of prayer. Commit to increasing your time in 
prayer before the Lord. Pray for our parish that we may be effective in our work. Be generous in signing up for 
service in our parish. Allow the Holy Spirit to give you courage to participate in training sessions we will be 
offering. Enthusiastically take part in outreach initiatives into our community. The words of Jesus to Peter and 
the disciples in the boat are for us – Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch (Luke 5:4) 

It takes courage to leave behind that which is safe and familiar, but when we ‘put out into the deep’ we will be 
amazed at the joy which comes from proclaiming our faith in Jesus our saviour.  

Father Simon Eccleton 
Administrator  

 

 

What the Alert Levels mean for our Parish 
 

Level One – we can freely gather without having to book in for Sunday Mass. The 
regular Mass timetable applies – Saturday 5.30pm, Sunday 8am, 9.30am, 11am, 
4.30pm and 6pm.  
 

Level Two – a maximum of 100 people at each Mass. Parishioners must book in 
for the Mass they want to attend. Our special Mass timetable applies – Saturday 
4.30pm, & 5.30pm, Sunday 7am, 8am, 9am, 10am, 11am, 4pm, 5pm, 6pm.  
 

Level Three – churches are closed.  
 

The alert level can change at any time. When the government announces a 
change, our parish Sunday Mass timetable changes as well – see above. Please 
help friends and neighbours who might be confused by this.  
 

Alert Level 2 Masses 
Please note that from now on, when we 
are at Alert Level 2 we will no longer be 
offering the Saturday 6:30pm Mass.  
Of all the 11 Masses, this was always the 
least attended.  
 



 

 

READINGS FOR THE DAY 1ST ISAIAH 55: 6-9; 2ND: 1 PHIL 1: 20-24,27; 
GOSPEL: MT 20: 1-16 

PSALM RESPONSE: THE LORD IS NEAR TO ALL WHO CALL HIM 

Mass Offered for Bill Pijfers, Douglas Fernandes, Fr Kevin Clark, Maria Kilkelly 
(Recent); K E Varghese, Margaret Arnold (Anniversaries).

Holy Communion under one kind Over these last few months we have been 
moving between Covid alert levels with different requirements regarding social 
distancing, reception of Holy Communion, sharing the sign of peace etc. For 
clarity and peace of mind, we have decided that Holy Communion will only be 
offered under one form – the Sacred Host. Only when this pandemic is 
substantially behind us will we return to offering communicants the Precious 
Blood.  

First Holy Communion This afternoon the remaining children in the parish 
Sacramental Programme will make their First Holy Communion.  Please keep all 
82 children, their families, and teachers in your prayers. 

St Vincent de Paul Our volunteers assisted 94 people this week.  The pantry is 
low on pasta, biscuits, tinned fish and toilet paper.   

Priestly Movements Father Job is on leave from tomorrow returning to us on 6th 
October. 

NZ Bishops’ Election Statement This weekend you are invited to pick up a 
copy of the Bishops’ Election Statement in preparation for the General Election 
next month.  

The Statement can also be viewed online here: 
www.catholic.org.nz/assets/Uploads/Catholic-Bishops-Election-Statement-

2020.pdf 

A link to it is also on the NZCBC Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/CatholicNZ/ 

Parishioner needing a pastoral visit? If you know of a parishioner who is 
struggling to make it to Masses and who could do with a pastoral visit 
from the parish, please contact Kirsten Challies or the parish office. 

St Francis of Assisi There will be a 9:15 Mass on Saturday 3rd October 
in the St Francis of Assisi Church (380 Innes Road) as a farewell to the 
church.  It will be followed by a cup of tea in the school staff room.   

Deacon Tang’s Ordination Due to lockdown restrictions the date of Deacon 
Tang’s ordination to the priesthood has been changed to Saturday 10 October 
at 11am at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral. 

Chrism Mass The Chrism Mass originally scheduled for just prior to Easter will 
now be celebrated on Monday 5th October at 7pm at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral. 

 
 

Confirmation: All those in year 8 or above, who wish to make 
their Confirmation, please either complete the following Google 
doc form or contact the parish office with your contact details 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1P75KbUduDmBQyGROk3qMTl
ZdHPkMtT8hISEvjQVQS_Q/edit.  

The meeting dates are as follows: 
Thurs 15 & 22 Oct- Meeting - Students and parents 7pm 

Sun 18 Oct - Retreat Day 
Thurs 29 Oct – Practice at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral at 5:30pm 

Sat 31 Oct - Confirmation 5:30pm Mass 
 


