
 

 

 

 

 

 

373 Manchester Street, Christchurch 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 13th September 2020 

 

I am over it 
 

I am not sure if you are like me; but I am completely over these Level 2 restrictions. I just want to 

come to Mass and be with my community, and for the kids to catch up with their friends after 

Mass. Some days it is fine to be completely over it. Just because I am over it doesn’t mean I 

throw the towel in all together.  

 

Our emotions and feelings are real. It is great to acknowledge them but what’s next? When we 

are ‘over it’ it is a chance for the Holy Spirit to work, and to transform us. 

 

Recently, when I was feeling completely over it, the Holy spirit showed me he was bigger than 

me.  Registering, ticking off, cleaning the church, organizing helpers for 11 Masses, a quiet 

Mass; it all seemed like a factory – ship them in and ship them out. But by the grace of God the 

blinders were removed from my eyes, and I could see so many ways the Lord was working with 

the Level 2 restrictions. Having people register and come to the registration desk allows to meet 

so many people and know their names, so many people realized they were not connected to the 

Parish communications, having time to chat to people as the church is cleaned has helped us 

build relationships with people, the sense of team and community that we built with the people 

who have helped week after week. Even with the restrictions people were coming to know Jesus. 

The very fact that we have Mass, when other dioceses have cancelled Mass, and that our 

Priests are happy to provide 11 Masses for us.  My frustration has been turned into gratefulness.  

 

As we have been dealing with many changes, and may at times feel frustrated in those times 

too, stop and invite the Holy Spirit in. The power of God is living with us every day and has the 

power to transform hearts.  

 

In your ‘Over It’ moments stop to invite the Holy Spirit in - and be transformed.  
 

 
 
 

Clare Bell  

Pastoral Assistant 
 

What the Alert Levels mean for our Parish 
 
Level One – we can freely gather without having to book in for Sunday Mass. The regular 
Mass timetable applies – Saturday 5.30pm, Sunday 8am, 9.30am, 11am, 4.30pm and 6pm.  
 
Level Two – a maximum of 100 people at each Mass. Parishioners must book in for the Mass 
they want to attend. Our special Mass timetable applies – Saturday 4.30pm, 5.30pm, 6.30pm; 
Sunday 7am, 8am, 9am, 10am, 11am, 4pm, 5pm, 6pm.  
 
Level Three – churches are closed.  
 
The alert level can change at any time. When the government announces a change, our 
parish Sunday Mass timetable changes as well – see above. Please help friends and 
neighbours who might be confused by this.  
 

 



 

 

READINGS FOR THE DAY 1ST ECC 27: 30 – 28: 7; 2ND: ROMANS 14: 7-9; GOSPEL: MT 18: 21-35 
PSALM RESPONSE: THE LORD IS KIND AND MERCIFUL; SLOW TO ANGER AND RICH IN COMPASSION. 

Masses Offered for:  

 
Masses offered for:  

Thomas Mutholickal, Antony Palamattam, 
Joan Hill (anniversaries) 
Thanksgiving Masses (1) 

Special Intention (1) 
 

They have gone no further from us than to God  

and God is very near 

First Holy Communion  
Please pray for the 82 young people 
from our parish and school 
communities who will receive their 
First Holy Communion today and 
next Sunday.  

Chrism Mass  
The Chrism Mass originally scheduled for just prior to Easter 
will now be celebrated on Monday 5th October at 7.00pm at St 
Mary’s Pro-Cathedral.  Everyone is most welcome to attend. 
 
Deacon Tang’s Ordination 
Due to lockdown restrictions the date of Deacon Tang’s 
ordination to the priesthood has been changed to Saturday 
10 October at 11.00am at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral. Please 
keep him in your prayers as his special day approaches. 

 
St Vincent de Paul 
This week 102 people in our area were 
helped. Our pantry is in need of: breakfast 
cereal, tinned spaghetti, tinned baked 
beans, vegemite, marmite, peanut butter, 
jam, tea and coffee. Thank you for your 
continued support. 

 
Pastoral Care Team 
If you would like to help care for our 
parishioners who need a little extra support at 
various times, whether it be by visiting, 
please contact Kirsten Challies. Guidance will 
be provided and whatever you can offer in 
regards to time, we appreciate.  This is a way 
we can walk alongside our fellow 
parishioners, recognizing that we are a family and want to care 
for one another. 

 
Catholic Men’s Breakfast 
Due to popular demand and the first breakfast being sold out, a 
second breakfast will be held on 15 September at the 
Canterbury Club, 129 Cambridge Terrace.   
The Bishop will speak about Bringing Faith to Life - a faith 
centred approach to family, business and leisure. This event is 
an excellent opportunity for Catholic and non-Catholic men to 
get to know the Bishop, network and encourage one another in 
common values.  The breakfast begins at 7.00am and finishes 
by 8.30am. Tickets for this event are $40 and can be 
purchased online through Eventbrite. For further information 
please contact Olivia on 03 366 9869 or email 
ostopforth@cdoc.nz 
 
End of Life Choice Act and the 
Referendum  
A page had been established on the 
diocesan website regarding the End of Life 
Choice Act and the upcoming referendum 
https://chchcatholic.nz/2020/08/end-of-life-choice-act-vote-no/ 
There is a good deal of information already available and this 
page provides links to some of that material including videos, 
questions and answers. The Church is very clear that she 
respects life from conception to natural death. Those whose 
lives are diminished or weakened deserve special care and 
respect. 

Christchurch Ablaze Conference talks 
If you were unable to be at that conference in 2017, go online 
and be inspired by the International speakers, Daniel Ang and 
Jan Health who shared their wisdom and insight. They are very 
much worth listening to. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PGz2MolqL14 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y64jisabZVY 

 
Flowers for the Church 
If you are interested in being involved with 
the Church Flowers – a love of flowers is all 
that is necessary – please contact the Parish 
Office.  
 
Sacred Heart College Ashburton    
Lunch and memory sharing at Hotel Ashburton on Thursday 
15 October 2020 at 12.30pm.  Enquiries and registration asap 
to Mary Schmack 03 932 7502 or mdsmck27@gmail.com 
 

Ignatian Reflection Meeting 
All are welcome to join in a time of prayer 
and reflection on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of 
the month at 7.00pm.  All you need bring is 
pen and paper. During the winter months 
we are holding these on Zoom but will 

resume ‘in person’ meetings once the weather is warmer. If you 
have the zoom platform already downloaded on your computer, 
you need simply click on the following link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89874873524?pwd=SmN2YUtpWU
1WdEtybmI1aGRhT2FkQT09 
 

OCDS November Carmelite Retreat 

"For God so loved the world..." (John 3:16) Father Philip S., 

CSJ will be leading our upcoming November Retreat at 

Rochester Hall Friday, 13 to Sunday 15 November 2020 If 

you would like to join us, contact Megan Emery phone 

027 410 6940 Or email: benedictus@windowslive.com 
 
Bishop Paul Martin SM invites all the people of Canterbury to 
the Diocesan Maryfest and Grand Procession held at Our 
Lady of Victories at 2.00pm, Sunday 11th October. All are most 
welcome to come and honour Our Blessed Mother. More 
information is available on the diocese website events page or 
by visiting facebook.com/OurLadyofChristchurch/ To enclose 
the names of you family and loved ones within the ex-voto 
heart offered to Our Lady at this year's Maryfest email: 
ourladyofchristchurch@gmail.com or call 3562123 
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