
 

 

 

 

 

 

373 Manchester Street, Christchurch 

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 16th August 2020 

 

Living with Covid-19 
 
This week we were confronted by the sobering news that NZ is not free of Covid-19. Perhaps we 
never were, but after 100 days free of community transmission of the virus, we were hopeful that 
this pandemic was substantially behind us.   
 
As I write these words (Thursday afternoon 13th August) we find ourselves at Alert Level 2. This 
Level status is to be reviewed tomorrow (Friday). That has placed us in a difficult situation here in 
the parish. The best thing I can do is to outline what will happen here at Cathedral Parish in the 
future, depending on our Alert status: 
 
If we go to Level One – (This is where we’ve been over recent weeks): 

• Churches Open - No restrictions on gathering  

• Normal Sunday Mass timetable (5.30pm Saturday); 8am, 9.30am, 11am, 4.30pm and 
6pm Sunday) 

• Stay home if you’re sick, report flu-like symptoms.  

• Wash and dry hands, cough into elbow, don’t touch your face. 
 
If we remain at Level Two – (this is the status that we moved to on Wednesday): 

• Churches Open - Gatherings of up to 100 people permitted 

• Booking in for Sunday Mass is required. Go to the parish web site    
(https://catholiccathedralchch.org.nz/), follow the link on the Parish App or phone the  
Parish on 379 1068 during work hours (8.30am-2.30pm) 

• Special Sunday Mass timetable (Saturday 4.30pm, 5.30pm, 6.30pm; Sunday 
7.00am, 8.00am, 9.00am, 10.00am, 11.00am, 4.00pm, 5.00pm, 6.00pm). Enter the 
church through the front doors and exit via the side doors.  

• Face masks are encouraged if you are in close contact with others you don’t know 

• Maintain social distancing of 2 metres at Mass (sit two pews away from others) 

• No Sign of Peace; Communion under one kind only; no Communion on the tongue 
 
If we go to Level Three –  

• Churches closed – this includes our Pro-Cathedral 

• Stay home in your bubble apart from essential personal movement 

• Face masks and 2 metre social distancing are encouraged if you are in close contact 
with others you don’t know 

 
These are demanding days. Please watch out for those who might be struggling. If our parish 
team can help, please contact us. Be aware of those who are not internet-savvy. Keep them up 
to date with developments in our parish. Together we will get through this, and the Lord will bless 
us for our faithfulness. God bless you all.  

 

  
 
Father Simon Eccleton 
Administrator 
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Masses Offered for:  

 
Cornelia Brenninkmeijer-Wooning (recent); Charles Vere, 

 Mary Mabel Leech, Bevan Eathorne (anniversaries);  
Special Intention (1); Thanksgiving (1) 

 

They have gone no further from us than to God  

and God is very near 

READINGS FOR THE DAY 1ST ISAIAH 56: 1, 6-7: 2ND: ROM 11: 13-15, 29-32; GOSPEL: MT 15: 21-28 
PSALM RESPONSE: O GOD, LET ALL THE NATIONS PRAISE YOU!  

 
Supporting our parish  
Our parish relies heavily on the offertory collection each 
Sunday Mass to pay for running costs. Costs such as 
insurance and building maintenance will continue even when 
we are not there. Please consider giving your offertory 
contribution by automatic bank transfer each week or month.   
Please set this up using the parish bank account details below:  

CDOC Cathedral Parish 
account number 031592 0602201 20. 

Please use your name as the reference. 
                
Cup of Tea after Mass  
We are hoping to begin a cup of tea after all morning 
Masses. At this stage we are just able to have a cup 
of tea after the 11.00am Mass. If you are happy to be 
on the roster to help with the cup of tea please contact 
Carole Sandford on 0212645867 or 
carolesandford@actrix.co.nz 

 
                   Holy Hour 

Each Thursday from 8.00am-9.00am the 
priests, pastoral workers and 
administration team gather in the chapel 
for prayer before the Blessed Sacrament. 
We know that if we are to serve the 
parish well, we must kneel before the 
Lord seeking help to grow in holiness. 
This is also a special time for us to pray    
for the needs of parishioners. You are     

    very welcome to join us for some or all of  
    this hour each week.   

 

Youth and Young Adults Ministry  
Calling all those who wish to help in the area of Youth and 
Young Adult Ministry. Register your interest with Clare, 
cbell@cathedralparish.nz. An information session will be held 
on Wednesday 19th August at 7.30pm.  
 
Want to help parents in our schools come to know God’s 
deep love for them?   
We intend to use the Online Alpha tool to reach to parents in 
our schools.  If you would like to be a part of this ministry, you 
need to become familiar with this tool, so that you can join with 
a team, lead or help with a small group online and maybe help 
run Alpha in other contexts.  Register for our Online Alpha 
course which begins Wednesday August 26th by contacting 
Kirsten Challies and let her know of your desire to serve in this 
ministry. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Vincent de Paul 
This week 84 people in our area were helped. 
Our pantry is in need of: canned fruit, 2 minute 
noodles, toothpaste, cakes of soap and 
shampoo. Thank you for your continued support. 
 
 

Online Alpha 
If you feel drawn to investigate a 
personal relationship with Jesus, 
Alpha may be just the thing for you. 
We are beginning Online Alpha on 

Wednesday August 26th at 7:30pm and it runs for 12 weeks.  
You don’t even have to leave the comfort of your own home.  
Just click a link to meet up with others who will also be 
attending online from the comfort of their own homes.  It takes 
only 75 minutes of your evening and is a very easy way to give 
your spiritual life some space to breathe and grow. For more 
information, or to register, contact Kirsten Challies. 

 
Ignatian Reflection Meeting 
All are welcome to join in a time of prayer 
and reflection on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday 
of the month at 7.00pm.  All you need 
bring is pen and paper. During the winter 
months we are holding these on Zoom 
but will resume ‘in person’ meetings once 
the weather is warmer. If you have the zoom platform already 
downloaded on your computer, you need simply click on the 
following link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89874873524?pwd=SmN2YUtpWU
1WdEtybmI1aGRhT2FkQT09 

 
Euthanasia Referendum 
Please support Care Alliance in its efforts to defeat the 
proposed Euthanasia Bill by purchasing an ‘icare’ Button. 
Available after the 6.00 pm Mass next Sunday 23rd August. A 
donation would be appreciated. 
 
We Need You 
We want our Parish to be a place of great 
welcome. We would like you to think 
about joining our Ministry of Welcome. 
This involves greeting people as they 
arrive, helping people find a seat when 
the Church is full, helping with carparking at morning Masses 
and ensuring it is a welcoming experience for all. We need you 
all to help out – young, old, people of different nationalities and 
personalities. Please sign up in the Narthex with your preferred 
Mass time.  
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