
 

 

Masses Offered for:  

 
Maura Meehan, Pieter Van Herel, Andrew 

Callaghan, Glecerio Ilagan, Delfin Boco, John 

Collins, Catherine Blazey (recent); Lawrence 

Kilkelly, Grace Sweeney (Ann) and Ted and Rene 
McGrath 

 

They have gone no further from us than to God  

and God is very near 

 

 

 

 

373 Manchester Street, Christchurch 

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 9th August 2020 

 

Hearts Opening to God 
 
We talk a lot about being a missionary parish and a missionary people.  Pope Francis has called 
for a renewal of missionary zeal among all of us.  
 
In the first instance this means a revitalised call to deep personal holiness – prayer, fasting, a 
rediscovery of the beauty of the liturgy, especially holy Mass, and a regular encounter with the 
sacrament of Reconciliation.  
 
Secondly, we want to be a community that is marked by its enthusiasm for making disciples for 
Christ.   
 
Do you know anyone who is not Catholic, and is searching for more in their lives? Talk to them 
about joining the Journey to Faith programme here in the parish. This programme runs from next 
month through to Easter next year. It takes the form of weekly study, reflection and prayer 
sessions.  
 
Pray for those who you think might be open to an approach. Many people who have become 
Catholic in the past have indicated they were waiting to be invited.  
 
There is no greater gift in the world than to be invited into an encounter with Christ.  
Watch the newsletter for details of when Journey to Faith is starting.  
 
Thank You – I want to acknowledge the kindness of so many people over the time since my 
father’s death back in April this year. This week we celebrated his funeral at St Matthew’s 
Church. Many of you promised prayer for dad, and we were overwhelmed by the turnout for his 
funeral. Thank you one and all. My family is very grateful.  
 

 
Father Simon Eccleton 
Administrator 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Feast of the Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 
This Solemnity is next Saturday. There will be a Vigil 

Mass on Friday 14th August at 5.30pm and Mass on 

Saturday 15th August at 9.15am to mark this feast day. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

READINGS FOR THE DAY 1ST 1 KINGS: 19: 9, 11-13; 2ND: ROM 9: 1-5; GOSPEL: MT 14: 22-33 
PSALM RESPONSE: LORD, SHOW US YOUR MERCY AND LOVE, AND GRANT US YOUR SALVATION. 

 

Cup of Tea after Mass  
We are hoping to begin a cup of tea after all morning 
Masses. At this stage we are just able to have a cup 
of tea after the 11.00am Mass. If you are happy to 
be on the roster to help with the cup of tea please 
contact Carole Sandford on 0212645867 or 
carolesandford@actrix.co.nz 

 
               Holy Hour 

Each Thursday from 8.00am-9.00am the 
priests, pastoral workers and administration 
team gather in the chapel for prayer before 
the Blessed Sacrament. We know that if we 
are to serve the parish well, we must kneel 
before the Lord seeking help to grow in 
holiness. This is also a special time for us to 
pray for the needs of parishioners. You are   
very welcome to join us for some or all of  

               this hour each week.   

 

Youth and Young Adults Ministry  
Calling all those who wish to help in the area of Youth and 
Young Adult Ministry. Register your interest with Clare, 
cbell@cathedralparish.nz. An information session will be held 
on Wednesday 19th August at 7.30pm.  
 

St Vincent de Paul 
This week 90 people in our area were helped. 
Our pantry is in need of: canned fish, 2 minute 
noodles, treat biscuits and winter warming 
food. Thank you for your continued support. 

 
Are you wanting to have your baby baptised?   
The monthly Baptism Preparation Class will be held this 
Thursday 13th August at 7.00pm in the Pastoral Workers 
Office at 373 Manchester Street. If you are wanting to register 
for this class please complete a baptism form (available in the 
Narthex) and return it to the parish office before Thursday 
morning.  August Baptisms will take place on Saturday 29th 
August at 11.30am. 
 
Children of Hope 
A great gift we can give our children is 
teaching them to pray. Once a month we will 
have Adoration for Children in the chapel at 
St Marys Pro-Cathedral. It is a short time of 
prayer aimed at children. We always finish 
with afternoon tea and play. The next 
Children of Hope will be next Sunday 16th 
August at 3:15pm. Children of Hope will be 
on every 3rd Sunday of the month. 
 
 
 
 

We Need You 
We want our Parish to be a place of great welcome. We would 
like you to think about joining our Ministry of Welcome. This 
involves greeting people as they arrive, helping people find a 
seat when the Church is full, helping with carparking at morning 
Masses and ensuring it is a welcoming experience for all. We 
need you all to help out – young, old, people of different 
nationalities and personalities. Please sign up in the Narthex 
with your preferred Mass time.  

 
Men’s Parish Luncheon 
18th August at "GBC", 110 
Marshland Rd, commencing at  
12 noon.  Why not take the 
opportunity to meet up with other 
members of our parish. Over the time 
we have been meeting a number of old school friendships have 
been revived. For further information or to confirm your 
attendance please contact Martin on 385 9947. 
 
Want to help parents in our schools come to know God’s 
deep love for them?   
We intend to use the Online Alpha tool to reach to parents in 
our schools.  If you would like to be a part of this ministry, you 
need to become familiar with this tool, so that you can join with 
a team, lead or help with a small group online and maybe help 
run Alpha in other contexts.  Register for our Online Alpha 
course which begins Wednesday August 26th by contacting 
Kirsten Challies and let her know of your desire to serve in this 
ministry. 
 

               MISSION CIRCLE 
The Mission Circle has been in recess due 
to Covid-19 and the unavailability of the 
Assisi Lounge (Innes Road) due to it being 
prepared for moving to Manchester Street.   
The monthly meetings of the Mission Circle 

will return once the building has been relocated and services 
installed.   In the meantime, all who enjoyed these monthly 
gatherings are invited to ‘coffee and a catch-up’ (no raffles) at 
Kidds Cake Cafe, cnr Cranford St and Innes Road, next 
Tuesday 11 August at 2.00pm.   Enquiries to Diana – 
942 1705 or Gaye – 960 5328. 
 
 

Online Alpha 
If you feel drawn to investigate a 
personal relationship with Jesus, 
Alpha may be just the thing for you. 
We are beginning Online Alpha on 

Wednesday August 26th at 7:30pm and it runs for 12 weeks.  
You don’t even have to leave the comfort of your own home.  
Just click a link to meet up with others who will also be 
attending online from the comfort of their own homes.  It takes 
only 75 minutes of your evening and is a very easy way to give 
your spiritual life some space to breathe and grow. For more 
information, or to register, contact Kirsten Challies. 
 
 

mailto:cbell@cathedralparish.nz

