
 

 

Masses Offered for:  

 
Masses offered for: Maria Kilkelly, Shirley 

Colombus, Pauline Kinney (recent); Margaretha 
Mayawah (anniversary); Souls in purgatory, Special 

intention (1); Keane and Williams families 
 

They have gone no further from us than to God  

and God is very near 

 

 

 

 

373 Manchester Street, Christchurch 

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 30th August 2020 

 
 

Matters of the Heart 
 

The readings of the week just gone, have been challenging ones, calling for inner 

integrity and a letting go of presenting a holy exterior, while not tending to the heart.  For 

some time now, our priests have noted the call to holiness and have encouraged one 

another to reach for that. As lay people, we too have that same call to holiness and God 

invites us to draw near to Him so that we might be transformed by His presence. This 

Sunday we hear from Paul’s letter to the Romans “Do not conform yourselves to this 

age but be transformed by the renewal of your mind”. (Rom 12:2) When we put 

ourselves before God in prayer, regardless of whether it is an amazing experience or 

simply a matter of habit, God has the power to transform us to better reflect Him. 

This week we have witnessed great pain and anguish, alongside incredible forgiveness, 

from many in our Muslim community as they have faced the source of their torment. It is 

difficult to imagine the interior journey they have been on over the past 17 months and 

will continue to be on for years to come. When someone who has lost their child at the 

hand of a terrorist, can say “I forgive you”, that is a clear witness of a heart having been 

attended to and transformed. What a witness to us – people of our time, of our city, 

parents and family members just like us, who have bravely taken the time to look at the 

raw and real feelings of their heart, in order to do the interior work that allows for 

healing.  So often we can operate or behave out of our inner space that is unprocessed 

or untreated, without awareness of even having done so. May we learn from the 

example of those from our Muslim community and be a people who take the time to 

listen to our own inner space and bring that before God, for Him to change and 

transform us to be better witnesses of God’s character. 

 

While we respond to God’s own invitation for us to draw near, let us also pray for our 

Muslim population, that they have all the care and practical support they need. And for 

those who were present in the Mosque that day and now suffer physically and mentally 

as a result, that God bring healing, strength, and hope for their future. 
 
Kirsten Challies 

Pastoral Staff        
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

READINGS FOR THE DAY 1ST JEREMIAH 20: 7-9; 2ND: ROMANS 12: 1-2; GOSPEL: MT 16: 21-27 
PSALM RESPONSE: MY SOUL IS THIRSTING FOR YOU, O LORD MY GOD. 

Chrism Mass  
The Chrism Mass originally scheduled 
for just prior to Easter will now be 
celebrated on Monday 5th October at 
7.00pm at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral.     

    Everyone is most welcome to attend. 
 
Deacon Tang’s Ordination 
Due to lockdown restrictions the date of Deacon Tang’s 
ordination to the priesthood has been changed to Saturday 
19 September at 11.00am at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral. Please 
keep him in your prayers as his special day approaches. 
 

St Vincent de Paul 
This week 93 in our area were helped. 
Our pantry is in need of: long life milk, 
canned fish, teabags, instant coffee, 
rice, tinned spaghetti, pasta, jam, 
vegemite, marmite, peanut butter and 
toilet paper. Thank you for your 
continued support. 

 
Ignatian Reflection Meeting 
All are welcome to join in a time of prayer 
and reflection on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of 
the month at 7.00pm.  All you need bring is 
pen and paper. During the winter months 
we are holding these on Zoom but will 
resume ‘in person’ meetings once the 
weather is warmer. If you have the zoom platform already 
downloaded on your computer, you need simply click on the 
following link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89874873524?pwd=SmN2YUtpWU
1WdEtybmI1aGRhT2FkQT09 
 

We Need You 
We want our Parish to be a place of great welcome. We would 
like you to think about joining our Ministry of Welcome. This 
involves greeting people as they arrive, helping people find a 
seat when the Church is full, helping with carparking at morning 
Masses and ensuring it is a welcoming experience for all. We 
need you all to help out – young, old, people of different 
nationalities and personalities. Please sign up in the Narthex 
with your preferred Mass time.  
 
Catholic Men’s Breakfast 
Due to popular demand and the first breakfast being sold out, a 
second breakfast will be held on 15 September at the 
Canterbury Club, 129 Cambridge Terrace.   
The Bishop will speak about Bringing Faith to Life - a faith 
centred approach to family, business and leisure. This event is 
an excellent opportunity for Catholic and non-Catholic men to 
get to know the Bishop, network and encourage one another in 
common values.  The breakfast begins at 7.00am and finishes 
by 8.30am. Tickets for this event are $40 and can be 
purchased online through Eventbrite. For further information 
please contact Olivia on 03 366 9869 or email 
ostopforth@cdoc.nz 
 
 
 

Pastoral Care Team 
If you would like to help care for our 
parishioners who need a little extra 
support at various times, whether it be by 
visiting, calling them on the phone or 
taking meals from our freezer, please 
contact Kirsten Challies. Guidance will be 
provided and whatever you can offer in regards to time, we 
appreciate.  This is a way we can walk alongside our fellow 
parishioners, recognizing that we are a family and want to care 
for one another. 
 
Real Estate Salespersons 
The Diocesan Property Team are requesting for real estate 
salespersons within our parishes to register their interest in 
working with the Diocese for the disposal of surplus Diocesan 
property assets. Upon response, a member of the Property 
Team will be in touch to register your details and to seek a 
proposal from you relating to the provision of real estate 
services. For further information please contact Terry Foote - 
(03) 366 9869 / 027 453 6359 or to register your interest please 
e-mail Sarah Boyd - sboyd@cdoc.nz 
 
Supporting our parish 
Our parish relies heavily on the offertory collection each 
Sunday Mass to pay for running costs. Costs such as 
insurance and building maintenance will continue even when 
we are not there. Please consider giving your offertory 
contribution by automatic bank transfer each week or month.   
Please set this up using the parish bank account details below:  

CDOC Cathedral Parish 
account number 031592 0602201 20. 

Please use your name as the reference. 
 
End of Life Choice Act and the 
Referendum  
A page had been established on the 
diocesan website regarding the End of 
Life Choice Act and the upcoming 
referendum 

https://chchcatholic.nz/2020/08/end-of-life-choice-act-vote-no/ 
There is a good deal of information already available and this 
page provides links to some of that material including videos, 
questions and answers. The Church is very clear that she 
respects life from conception to natural death. Those whose 
lives are diminished or weakened deserve special care and 
respect. 
 
Pregnancy Support   
If you, or someone you know, needs support with an unplanned 
or challenging pregnancy, loss of a baby, (in)fertility, regretted 
abortion, or practical help to provide for a baby/toddler, please 
call the Pregnancy Support Workers at the John Paul II Centre 
for Life. We will be delighted to assist. Ph 351 3225 or 022 
4581840 or www.facebook.com/0508HERE4U. We also 
welcome financial donations, and good quality practical items 
to pass on to families. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89874873524?pwd=SmN2YUtpWU1WdEtybmI1aGRhT2FkQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89874873524?pwd=SmN2YUtpWU1WdEtybmI1aGRhT2FkQT09
mailto:sboyd@cdoc.nz
https://chchcatholic.nz/2020/08/end-of-life-choice-act-vote-no/
http://www.facebook.com/0508HERE4U

