
 

 

Mass Offered for:  
Paul O’Donnell and John Collins (Recent), Diana Ward, Colleen 

Hunter (anniversary), Marcos Sr, Tarciana, Susan, Sherlita, 

Marcos Jr, Ramel, Mary Rose Elden, Casilda, Basil and all the 

souls of the departed members of the Scott family. 

 

They have gone no further from us than to God  

and God is very near 

 

 

 

 

373 Manchester Street, Christchurch 

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 12th July 2020 

 

God Is Drawing Us 
 
While we, as parishioners, grapple with adjusting to our new parish and its workings, there is 
much happening around our globe and these unprecedented COVID times can challenge 
thinking and redesign priorities. In my limited vision I am noticing that many people are attending 
to that inner hunger for God. God is drawing us.   
 
If you are experiencing a hunger for God, it may be that the Parish 7-Day Retreat is for you. This 
is an opportunity for parishioners to join together in setting aside more concentrated time with the 
Lord, to know God’s presence and call. In that special time of spiritual union with Christ on 
retreat, God can shape us yet more, to be effective vessels for the outpouring of His love in our 
city. Meetings are on our Church site on Saturdays July 25th & August 1st and Tuesday July 28th, 
and daily meetings are online in between these days. You can sign up and receive a detailed 
flyer in the Narthex. 
 

If you are a young adult experiencing an inner hunger for something more, the Alpha programme 

may be right for you. These meetings are on Monday evenings beginning July 13th and you can 

sign up for this in the Narthex also. 

 

While we attend to our own spiritual renewal, God may use us to help water the seed elsewhere. 

Our Vatican document Lumen Gentium says of the lay faithful “They live in the world, that is, in 

each and in all of the secular professions and occupations. They live in the ordinary 

circumstances of family and social life. They are called there by God that by exercising their 

proper function and led by the spirit of the Gospel they may work for the sanctification of the 

world from within as a leaven. In this way they may make Christ known to others” (Lumen 

Gentium Ch IV:31). 

 

In this current global climate, Christ is what gives us courage when faced with an unknown 

future, hope despite a bleak outlook and peace that calms the fear. Our faith holds us strong.  

We need to let others share in that. Let’s look to pray for those around us who don’t know Christ 

– those in our families, workspaces, living situations, neighbourhoods, learning environments 

and those we relax with. May we be Christ to them and be ready for God to use us in helping 

them to come to know Him more fully.  

 

 

 

Kirsten Challies  
Pastoral Worker 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

READINGS FOR THE DAY 1ST ISAIAH 55: 10-11; 2ND: ROM 8:18-23; GOSPEL: MT 13: 1-23 
PSALM RESPONSE: THE SEED THAT FALLS ON GOOD GROUND WILL YIELD A FRUITFUL HARVEST 

 

Closure of St James Church, Aranui 

The Parish Leadership Team announce the closure of the St James Church in Aranui.  The final Mass will be held at 9.00am on Sunday 26th 

July followed by morning tea.  This is a general invitation for all those who have had an association with the parish over the years who would 

like to attend. 

 
Liturgy of the Word for Children 
We are delighted to announce the Liturgy of the Word for Children is beginning on Sunday 26th July at 9:30am Mass. 
All children aged 3 years to Year 3 are welcome. You are able to bring your younger child out but you will need to stay with 
them.If your child is a regular at 9:30am Mass we invite you to become a helper. We need 3 people over 16 years old each 
week to run this ministry.If you are able to help once a month please email Cathie cathie.hurdle@gmail.com 

 

All invited - Ministry of Welcome 

One thing that is central to the Bishop’s plan is that we build Parishes of welcome and hospitality. For this 

reason, we are focusing our attention on this and would like to invite you all on the journey of our Ministry 

of Welcome. We will run many training sessions. We would like to invite you all to either of these training 

sessions: Sunday July 19th or 2nd August, 2.00 to 3:30pm in the Narthex (the church foyer). RSVP by 

filling in the clipboard in the foyer of the church or emailing cbell@cathedralparish.nz 

 

Altar Server Training 

All former Cathedral and St Francis of Assisi altar servers plus new servers are invited to a training on Saturday 25th July at 

1:30pm in the Church. We are inviting young people who are Year 5 and above. We would be grateful for some year 7 and 8 and 

high school students to serve to support the young children coming through. To confirm your involvement as an altar server 

please email Charlotte Robb char.robb@gmail.com 

 
Would you like to join the O’Malley Choir?   
Vacancies exist in all sections of the O’Malley Choir. Practice is on Monday night in the church at 6.00pm and the choir have a commitment to 
the 1st Sunday of the month 9:30am Mass for the full choir and the third Sunday of the month Mass at 9:30am for solo singers, instrumentalists, 
and Canto Sacra. If you are interested please contact Catherine Rietveld on 027 228 6747 or Michael Collins on 027 825 2347. 

 
Spirit Night – Whisky & The Holy Spirit: Friday 31 July 7.00pm-10.00pm 
St Francis of Assisi Catholic School, 370 Innes Road, Mairehau, Christchurch. 
A men’s night of whisky tasting accompanied by testimonials from parishioners about how 
The Holy Spirit works in their lives. Supper included. R18 event. $20pp. Tickets must be pre-
purchased from the Parish office or from Phillip Bell 02102914855, phil.clare.bell@gmail.com. 
Payments to bank account number 031592 0602105 20 using your name as the reference. 

 
Seasons for Growth 
Finding the changes to your spiritual home difficult? Seasons for Growth is a course that helps those experiencing loss or grief 
and the changes we are currently undergoing in our parish can be a significant cause of both of these. Lauren Butler, the 
Diocesan Coordinator of the course, will run the 4-week programme in our parish on Friday afternoons beginning July 17th 
from 1pm till 3:30pm (July 17th, 24th, Aug 7th, 14th). If you are interested in attending, please put your name on the 'Sign-
Up' board in the Narthex or phone the office to register.  For more information contact Kirsten Challies. 

 
Young Adults Alpha: Those 18-35yrs who are interested in meeting and discussing things of faith will want to attend 
the Young Adults Alpha programme.  The course runs for 11weeks and begins July 13th at 7pm at St Albans United 
Church, cnr Nancy Ave and Knowles St. (NOTE: Change of venue). Sign-up on the clipboard in the Narthex and 
feel free to bring a friend. 

 
Wednesday’s at One 
This week’s concert will be held in the Music Centre, next to the Pro-Cathedral, on 15th July. This week’s performers will be Three Generations 
Trio: Schubert Piano Trio in E flat. 
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