
                             
373 Manchester Street, Christchurch 

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 21st June 2020 
 

God’s Heart for His People 
 
On Friday we celebrated the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. This feast day is a reminder that 

we are precious to God. God cherishes us. In the first reading at the Mass of that 
day the great leader Moses announces to the people: “The Lord has set his 
heart on you” (Deuteronomy 7:7). What a beautiful declaration.  

Moses then had the task of calling his people to live up to this great dignity that 
God gives to his people. Always they were tempted to go back to old ways of 
doing things.  

In the second reading of Friday’s Mass, St John reminds the people that it is not 
our love for God which is primary, but rather God’s love for us. The initiative 
comes from God.  

I mention these things because we are undergoing a time of transition from our 
two former parishes into the new Cathedral parish community. It’s always uncomfortable when we are 
asked to let go of former ways of doing things and to grow into a new identity.  

We feel that discomfort when we arrive for Sunday Mass to be reminded that the time of the Mass has 
changed. Or when the car park is full, and we have to park down the street. Or when we have to step 
back from tasks we enjoy doing so that others can have a turn.  

Times of change are an opportunity to ‘go back to basics’ and remember what is important for us:  

 God loves us so much.  
 He has sent us his Son to free us from sin and bring us home to his Father in heaven.  
 Our deepest desire is to celebrate well our life in God (the liturgy) and to find ever new ways 

to bring the Good News to the world (Mission).  

This is what all our parishes are being re-orientated for.  It's unsettling, but it’s also exciting.  

Bishop Basil Meeking RIP During this last week, there were a number of opportunities for the 
Catholic community to gather together to pray for the happy repose of the soul of Bishop Basil 
Meeking (who died on 11th June). It started with the recitation of the Rosary at the Carmelite 
Monastery on Monday evening and was completed with a beautiful Requiem Mass for him on 
Wednesday morning. Bishop Paul presided over the liturgy assisted by nine other bishops, including 
Archbishop Novatus Rugmbwa the Apostolic Nuncio to New Zealand. May Bishop Basil rest in peace.  

Ministries and Rosters As you might imagine, establishing a roster of those who will exercise 
ministries at our Sunday Masses is a major project. Today at all Masses you are invited to sign up for 
one ministry at one Sunday Mass per month.  Exercising a ministry at Sunday Mass brings personal 
blessings, and we want that grace to be experienced by as many people as possible over the years.  

Check the clipboard in the narthex to see if the ministry and your preferred Mass time is free. if your 
preference is not available, there may be another Mass time that you would be happy to offer yourself 
for, or perhaps you can volunteer for another ministry.  

We want to build on the hospitality that we offer to those who come to the Cathedral Parish – I 
encourage you to consider offering yourself for the ministry of welcome.  

 

Covid-19 With the lowering of the Alert Level to One, all restrictions on gathering are lifted. Please 
continue to exercise good hygiene practices. People are welcome to share the sign of peace (but be 
aware that the person beside you may prefer to offer a smile, rather than a handshake). As well as 
the Sacred Host, you are welcome to receive the Precious Blood at Communion time.  

 

 
Father Simon Eccleton 
Administrator 
 



READINGS FOR THE DAY 1ST: JER 20: 10-13; 2ND: ROM 5:12-15; GOSPEL: MT 10: 28-33 
 

PSALM RESPONSE: LORD, IN YOUR GREAT LOVE, ANSWER ME 

Mass Timetable 
All Masses at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral  

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil  5:30pm 
Sunday Morning 8am, 9:30am & 11am 
Sunday Afternoon 4:30pm, 6pm 
 

Weekday Mass 
 

Monday to Friday           7:30am, 9:15am, 12:05pm 
 (preceded by Confessions 11.30am) 

Saturday     9:15am followed by Confessions 
 

 

The Sunday Experience 

Rosters & Ministries In the foyer this weekend we invite you to sign up to serve during Sunday Mass.  
We need many hands over all Masses.   We ask you to choose one Ministry at the moment to be part 
of. Training will be given for all Ministries.   

Greeting: Welcome those who arrive at Mass, answering any questions, invite people to do the 
offertory  
Collection:  Take up the collection at Mass 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion  
Lector: Reading & Prayers of the Faithful 
Altar Serving: Young People from Year 5 up. Young Adults welcome 
Usher: Help people find seats during full Mass 

If you have any questions or wish to chat about how you can serve at Sunday Mass contact Clare Bell 
021 213 5620 

 

Wednesday morning cuppa Everyone is welcome to stay to enjoy some time 
together with a cup of tea/coffee after 9:15am Mass on Wednesday. 

 

Young Adults Alpha All school leavers through to 35yrs are invited to join together on Monday 
evenings, from July 13th to share some time together and to learn and share about things of faith. 
More information will follow. Contact either Jason McTague Jason.mctague@gmail.com or Aleisha 
Byrne bookchicksrock@hotmail.com  

Transport If you either require transport to Masses or can provide 
transport to Masses, please contact the parish office with your 
details.   

St Vincent de Paul would appreciate your help in 
donating the following food items for our pantry to 
assist those in need -- coffee, tea, soap powder, 
toilet paper, tinned goods.  Thank you for your 
support. 

 

Contact Details: 

www.catholiccathedralchch.org.nz  

To speak with one of the Priests 

Cathedral Presbytery 377 5610 

 

Parish Office 379 1068 

Pastoral Workers by email. 

Kirsten.challies@mairehauparish.org.nz 

Clare.bell@mairehauparish.org.nz 

 (Office Hours) 

9am – 12:30pm 

Colleen Carr 

Parish Secretary 

 office@cathedralparish.nz  

Kirsten Tester  

Executive Assistant 

secretary@mairehauparish.org.nz 

  

Mass Offered for:  
Recent: Bishop Basil Meeking, Sara Needham Tina 
Murphy, John Sequin, Gary Holland. 
Anniversaries: James John Flett, Nan Phillips, Paul 
Sullivan. 
 

They have gone no further from us than to God  
and God is very near 


