
                             
373 Manchester Street, Christchurch 

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Year A) 14th June 2020 

 

Our Parish – A New Beginning 
 
It was a blessing to begin our new parish on Pentecost Sunday, the birthday of the 
Church. As the disciples discovered their mission and were granted new zeal for 
the work before them, so too we emerge from our lockdown ready for the work of 
proclaiming the coming of the kingdom of God in this place.  It's an exciting time.  

Today we salute the remarkable doctrine of the Body and Blood of Christ – the Lord’s offering of his 
very self to us as food for the human journey. Spiritual communion was a worthy and blessed means 
of receiving grace and forgiveness from God during lockdown. But we are grateful to now gather to be 
fed directly at the table of the Lord.  

Remember Holy Communion is not a reward for those who are perfect, but solace and healing for a 
pilgrim people who need the grace which can only come from Jesus Christ.  

Communion to the Sick It is fitting that on the Feast of Corpus Christi our parish should be resuming 
the taking of Holy Communion to the sick and housebound. Rest homes are now allowing us to enter 
and attend to the pastoral needs of our parishioners. If you know of anyone who would like to receive 
Holy Communion and is not on our list, please contact the parish office.  

Bishop Basil Meeking RIP As I write this newsletter, I have learned that Bishop Basil has passed 
away. In recent times he has been increasingly unwell, and I know he has been buoyed up by the 
prayers and love of the priests and people of our diocese – and beyond. Bishop Basil served as 
Bishop of Christchurch from 1987 to 1996. I was privileged to have been ordained by him in 1989. 
May he rest in peace. Details of funeral arrangements are elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Mass Timetable This weekend we begin our new Mass timetable. After the choice of 11 Sunday 
Masses in recent weeks, we move to a more sustainable programme! We are wanting to gear 
ourselves toward families and young people in our parish life (without excluding others). We hope the 
new Mass times will assist us in that.  

With two significant city parishes merging together, there may be initial 
challenges as we seek to fit everyone in the church. As well, car parking may 
require some patience. Please bring a generous spirit and sense of mission to 
these moments. The work we do to adjust to this new reality becomes our gift 
back to God – even before Mass starts! 

Covid-19 With the lowering of the Alert Level to One, all restrictions on 
gathering are lifted. Please continue to exercise good hygiene practices. People 
are welcome to share the sign of peace (but be aware that the person beside 
you may prefer to offer a smile, rather than a handshake). As well as the Sacred 
Host, you are welcome to receive the Precious Blood at Communion time.  

 
Father Simon Eccleton 
Administrator 
 

Mass Timetable 
All Masses at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral  

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil  5:30pm 
Sunday Morning 8am, 9:30am & 11am 
Sunday Afternoon 4:30pm, 6pm 
 

Weekday Mass 
 

Monday to Friday           7:30am, 9:15am, 12:05pm 
 (preceded by Confessions 11.30am) 

Saturday     9:15am followed by Confessions 
 



READINGS FOR THE DAY 1:  DEUT 8:2-3, 14-16; 2: 1 COR 10: 16-17; GOSPEL: JOHN 6:51-58 
 

PSALM RESPONSE: PRAISE THE LORD, JERUSALEM 

Bishop Basil Meeking DD – Funeral Details 

Monday 15th June 
Bishop brought to Carmelite Monastery,  

52 Halswell Road, at 10am.  
You are welcome to visit during the day.  
7pm Rosary at the Carmelite Monastery  

Tuesday 16th June 
2pm Vigil Mass at Nazareth House, 220 Brougham Street 

7pm Vigil Mass in the Extraordinary Form at the Pro-Cathedral,  
373 Manchester St 

Wednesday 17th June 
11am Requiem Mass at the Pro-Cathedral, followed by interment at Bromley Cemetery 

 
NB: Due to Bishop Basil’s funeral on Wednesday 17th there will be no 9:15am or 12:05pm 
Parish Mass that day – only the 7:30am Mass. 

Would you like to join the O’Malley Choir?  Vacancies exist in all sections of the O’Malley Choir. 
We practice on Monday night in the church and have a commitment to the 1st Sunday of the month 
9:30am Mass for the full choir and the third Sunday of the month Mass at 9:30am for solo singers, 
instrumentalists, and Canto Sacra. If you are interested, please contact Catherine Rietveld on 027 
228 6747 or Michael Collins on 027 825 2347. 

Men’s Luncheon Group Within our new parish community is a Men’s Luncheon Group which meets 
bi-monthly. The next luncheon is booked for the 16th June at the "GBC", 110 Marshlands Rd at 12 
noon.  All men of the parish are welcome. For further details please contact Martin on 385 9947. 

St Vincent de Paul Conference Thank you for your support helping those in need. We would 
appreciate further donations of breakfast cereals, tinned baked beans, spaghetti, pasta sauce, pasta 
& noodles, to restock our pantry. 

Ministries & Rosters If you are already involved in a Sunday Mass Ministry you will have received an 
email during the week with a link to confirm you wish to continue and to identify which Mass you can 
assist at.  If you have been thinking about joining a Sunday Ministry, we ask you to complete the 
google form at  https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1-fUEaEMg-
QAn7F2jgf_hGc3W_qDSO4uI0VoOHEZJFkkpNg/viewform  Full training will be given in the coming 
weeks.   

 

Our new parish website is currently under construction however it 
can be viewed at  

www.catholiccathedralchch.org.nz  

As we can now gather together for Mass, both weekday and 
Sunday online Masses have ceased effective Friday 12th June. 

Contact Details: 

www.catholiccathedralchch.org.nz  

To speak with one of the Priests 

Cathedral Presbytery 377 5610 

Pastoral Workers by email. 

Kirsten.challies@mairehauparish.org.nz 

Clare.bell@mairehauparish.org.nz 

 (Office Hours) 

9am – 12:30pm 

Colleen Carr 

Parish Secretary 

 office@cathedralparish.nz  

379 1068 

Kirsten Tester  

Executive Assistant 

secretary@mairehauparish.org.nz 

  

Mass Offered for: Bishop Basil Meeking DD, Christina 
Masterson, Rolando Soriano Tumaliuan, Fulgencio de 
Vera, Kathleen Doyle (recent); Ailsa Musson, Dino 
Veronese (anniversaries); Deceased residents of Churchill 
Courts,  Mary, Luke, Patrick & Joseph Keane, Dolly, Doug & 
Matthew Williams; Special Intention (1) 

They have gone no further from us than to God  
and God is very near 


