
We remember those members of our parish community who have passed away since we were last 
able to gather together; 

Nora Collier, Dorothea Schift, Corry Claassen, Gwen Kane & Brian Eccleton 
 

                             
373 Manchester Street, Christchurch 

 

 

Pentecost Sunday (Year A) 31st May 2020 

 

A very warm welcome to your new parish – the gathering of the former 
St Francis of Assisi Parish and St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral Parish. We 
love our parish communities, so I firstly want to acknowledge the rich 
history of these two communities – each of which are themselves 
made up of amalgamations of earlier parishes.   

We bring the treasures of our people, our stories, our faith, and … we 
begin anew. This is how it has been for God’s people from the 
beginning of salvation history. We learn to travel light, to let go of what 
is not important, that we might adapt and give over our hearts and 
spirits to Christ ever more effectively.  

It's not always easy! But there is undoubtedly joy in new beginnings as 
well.  

I feel excited by the possibilities as we begin our new life together in this Parish.  

At the heart of our parish life is the call to announce the Good News of the kingdom of God 
to the world. We want our parish to be a place where we are equipped for the mission given 
us by Jesus. With these skills, we go to out to our families and into our streets, with the 
power of the Holy Spirit, to invite the world to fall in love with Jesus and his Church.  

How fitting that we should begin our new life today, Pentecost Sunday. Already God is 
blessing us.   

But what a strange time we are living in. The Covid-19 virus has wrought so much death and 
suffering to our planet. Thanks be to God that we can now gather for Mass with up to 100 
people. I hope it has not been difficult for you to navigate the online booking system for our 
Sunday Masses. Please – if you know of a Catholic person who would like to come to Mass 
but is not internet-savvy, offer them assistance to book in for future Masses.  

The online Masses with Bishop Paul and priests of the Cathedral Parish continue to be 
available every Sunday (10am) and weekdays (9am).  

Times of transition are, of their nature, rather stressful. Please be generous with each other 
as we grow into being this new parish community. We will get through these unusual times. I 
look forward to the day when our whole community can gather for Sunday Mass, and parish 
life Monday to Saturday can once again flourish.  

May God bless us all.  

Father Simon Eccleton 
Administrator 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 
 

  
 



READINGS FOR THE DAY 1:  ACTS 2:1-11;   2: 1 COR 12: 3-7, 12-13;  GOSPEL:  JOHN 20: 19-23 

Interim Mass Timetable – until further notice 
All Masses at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral 

SUNDAY 
 

Saturday Vigil – 4:30pm, 5:30pm, 6:30pm 
Sunday morning - 7am, 8am, 9am, 10am, 
11am  
Sunday afternoon - 4pm, 5pm, 6pm 
 

THIS WEEK 
 

Monday (Public holiday) No Mass 
Tuesday to Friday 7:30am, 9.15am, 12:05pm 
(preceded by Confessions 11:30am) 
Saturday 9:15am followed by Confessions 
 

Website link for booking Sunday Mass each weekend 
https://www.cognitoforms.com/CatholicDioceseOfChristchurch/SundayMassRegistration 

 
Online Masses continue as usual: Sunday 10am, Monday to Saturday 9am 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbDyKPjjDeYWfpoz_hSDLfw 

 
St Francis of Assisi Church I am sad to announce a reality which we now have to face – we will no 
longer be able to use the St Francis of Assisi Church at Innes Road for our Masses. For the former 
Mairehau parishioners, this is disappointing. But the building is too small given the number of 
parishioners across the new parish. The social distancing and cleaning requirements of the Ministry of 
Health means that very few could gather in that place. For those of us who know and love that 
building, it is a sacrifice we are being asked to offer up to God.   

We hope that in the near future there will be a small chapel at the school at Innes Road where 
Adoration and Mass will be celebrated from time to time.   Father Simon  

Ignatian Prayer and Reflection Tuesday evening at 7pm on Zoom. Just click on this link 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89874873524?pwd=SmN2YUtpWU1WdEtybmI1aGRhT2FkQT09. For 
more information contact Kirsten at Kirsten.challies@mairehauparish.org.nz or 027 437 6737. 

St Vincent De Paul thanks all parishioners for their continued support during lockdown. 
We have continued helping those in need throughout this time, operating from our 
Stanmore Rd Shop. In the first weeks, we emptied our storerooms at St Mary's & St 
Francis of Assisi to meet the needs citywide. We then moved onto a voucher system 
and since moving into Level 2 we have moved back to food parcels from Stanmore Rd. 

This has been made possible by the generous support of our parishioners & Government funding.  
Now that we are able to participate in Sunday Masses, we ask for your support once again to meet 
the growing demand of those who have lost their livelihood. Your donation of non-perishable food & 
financial support would be appreciated as we rebuild our store rooms to meet this need. Thank you & 
God Bless you all. 

Masses Offered for Gwen Kane, Corry Claassen, Angus 
Robertson (recent); Ted Quinn, Mary Duncan, Clarice 
Middlemiss (anniversaries). 
 
Issue number 590 of the NZ Catholic is now available online at 
https://indd.adobe.com/view/23d41d66-f30e-439b-83e0-95cf162f4fdd 

 
 
 
 

Contact Details: 

To speak with one of the Priests 

377 5610 

Pastoral Workers by email. 

Kirsten.challies@mairehauparish.org.nz 

Clare.bell@mairehauparish.org.nz 

Parish Secretaries (Office Hours) 

9am – 12:30pm 

Colleen Carr 

 office@cathedralparish.nz  

379 1068 

Kirsten Tester 
secretary@mairehauparish.org.nz 

  

Planned Giving Programme Thank you to all who continue to 
support the parish financially, especially throughout these past 
weeks.   
Those of you on the automatic payment/internet banking option, 
please continue to keep your donation going into the existing bank 
account until we advise you otherwise. 
Those of you using envelopes will notice they come to an end this 
weekend.  New Planned Giving Envelopes have been posted out 
during the week and we ask that you start using them from Sunday 
7th June. 
 


