
                             
373 Manchester Street, Christchurch 

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 28th June 2020 

 

 

As we establish ourselves as a new parish community, we are already seeing wonderful actions of the 
Holy Spirit in our community.  On Thursday evening I joined our dynamic team of catechists as we sat 
with the parents of the 84 children who are preparing for their first Reconciliation and Holy 
Communion. It was a great evening. Through prayer, teaching, testimonies and role-playing we 

There was 
meaningful engagement from everyone present. For me, it was energising just being among such 
good and open people.  
 
On Friday morning six chi  school received the sacrament of Baptism with the 
loving support of the whole school community. Then in the afternoon I celebrated the marriage of 
Noreen Rhodes and Ben Reidie in our chapel uple 
declare their faithful love for each other before God and family and friends. 
 
This weekend we celebrate the baptism or reception into the Church of six adults and one child at the 
9.30am Mass. The adults will receive the sacrament of Confirmation, and all will make their first Holy 
Communion at that Mass. The story of each of these new Catholics is unique and moving. Today is 
the culmination of a year-long process of discernment and formal study for them. 
 
Within the next few weeks a further five children, this time from St Francis of Assisi School will be 
baptised as well. As well, next month we launch an Alpha programme for young adults here in the 
parish. Already more than 20 young people have been identified as potential candidates for this 
programme. They come from many different walks of life  some are parishioners, some have already 
started journeying with us, others come from no particular faith. All want to bring faith to the big 
questions of life.  
 
We have good news to share with the world. People are hungry to be fed with the hope and joy that 
belonging to Christ offers. The promises of this passing world will never suffice for those who want 
genuine answers to the deepest questions of life.  
 
We need to be reminded that people are watching us. They are intrigued with those who practice their 
faith. It is our work to invite people onto a journey which has Jesus Christ as its destination.  
 
Please do make evangelisation and mission a theme in your personal prayer. It is only through the 
work of the Holy Spirit that our outreach to the world will be fruitful.  
 
 

From left to right: Rebecca Roberts, Kerrie Rodrigues, Colin Renouf, 
Jamie Ann Gornall and Katie Clark 
 

Some Dates for your diary:  

Training for Eucharistic Ministers Wednesday July 1st at 5:30pm 

Training for Lectors Thursday 2nd July at 5:30pm 

Liturgy of the Word for Children will begin at 9:30am Mass after the school holidays. 

Rebecca Rhodes and Ben Reidie in our chapel.



READINGS FOR THE DAY 1ST: 2 KINGS: 4:8-11, 14-16; 2ND: ROM 6:3-4, 8-11; GOSPEL: MT 10: 37-42 

 

PSALM RESPONSE: FOR EVER I WILL SING THE GOODNESS OF THE LORD 

Mass Offered for:  

Anna Fuchs, Patricia Ann Munro (recent); Graham 
Shaw, Jim Stevenson, Mark Stevenson, Paul 
Sullivan (anniversaries); Judith Quin, Garth and 
Matthew Quin, Darcy Price. 

They have gone no further from us than to God  

and God is very near 

We are still looking for people to be part of the welcome team at all Masses in particular at 6.00pm 

Mass. Contact Clare Bell, Pastoral Worker, clare.bell@mairehauparish.org.nz if you interested in 

joining this ministry. 

Thank You Max Broadbent 
After almost ten years as sacristan at the Pro-Cathedral, Max is moving into a well-earned retirement. 
Of course he remains a parishioner and so you will see him around the church offering his services as 
he is able. A special morning tea was held for Max at the Cathedral Presbytery on Thursday (see 
photo). Paul Eastwood-Williams, assisted by his wife Sam, now takes on this role.  A big thank you 
from all of us, Max.     

Father Simon Eccleton 
Administrator 

 

Mass Timetable 
All Masses at St Mary s Pro-Cathedral  

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil  5:30pm 
Sunday Morning 8am, 9:30am & 11am 
Sunday Afternoon 4:30pm, 6pm 
 

Weekday Mass 
 

Monday to Friday           7:30am, 9:15am, 12:05pm 
 (preceded by Confessions 11.30am) 

Saturday     9:15am followed by Confessions 
 

Calling all Young Adults!  Coming together as a new parish provides a great 

opportunity to gather young adults together for some hearty discussion about 

faith and for you to get to know each other.  God has not created any of us to be 

an island and therefore we need each other as we live amongst what can be a 

very counter-cultural environment to what God is calling us to.  Whether you are 

new to things of faith, have grown up in the Catholic system or come from another faith experience, all 

are welcome  no question is too silly, no opinion is unwelcome, no experience is weird, no particular 

level of understanding of faith is required.  Simply come as you are to the Alpha programme for 

Young Adults, and look at questions such as 'Is there more to life than this?"; "Why did Jesus die?" 

"Why and how do I pray?". Gather at the Assisi Lounge, 380 Innes Road at 7.00pm on Monday 
nights, beginning July 13th, to share some nibbles, share your opinion and/or questions and to get to 

know others in your age range  18-35yrs. For more information contact either Jason McTague 

(Jason.mctague@gmail.com) or Aleisha Bryne (bookchicksrock@hotmail.com). 

Cathedral Parish 8-Day Retreat In Daily Life:  "That 
Christ May Dwell In Our Hearts". Sunday July 26th - 
Sunday August 2nd. Put it in your diary now.  More 

information to follow next week,
 


