
 

 

 

 

 

 

373 Manchester Street, Christchurch 

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 26th July 2020 

 

A Place of Welcome 
 

After the earthquakes, my little family moved around different parishes. It became very clear that 
all Parishes were not the same. We went through the emotions of feeling isolated, even in a 
large crowd. The child-like behaviour of our little children was clearly not welcome at some 
places. For these reasons I have a heart for creating a Parish full of welcome.  
 
Many just think ‘welcome’ is the person on the door who might say hello and hand you a 
newsletter, but welcome runs much deeper than that. Welcome is how we all come to Mass; and 
we should come with the heart of Jesus. This means we have a heart of love for all those we 
encounter, and we make sure those who we sit next to feel they are welcome here, and that they 
are part of our family.  
 
As we grow into the new reality that is our new parish, we are all called to make everyone feel 
welcome. It is simple steps to begin with. Let us smile at one another and take the time to 
introduce ourselves to someone. Let us give thanks for those people who are celebrating Mass 
with us.  
 
Choose to belong to our Parish, and to do your part in the Parish. Have a mindset of ‘what can I 
do to help?’ instead of ‘what can the Parish do for me?’ You are a gift to our Parish, and we all 
have gifts to share. Your gifts will make our Parish a better place; your gifts will help make our 
Parish more welcoming.  
 
As Catholics, as followers of Jesus, we have the responsibility to share our faith with others. Our 
faith is not a private matter; our faith gives us hope and joy. We have the responsibility to share 
this with others so they too may have the hope and joy we have. This sharing can start 
with people being welcomed to our Parish.  
 
Over these coming months let us make our prayer centred on Jesus opening our eyes to those 
around us, and how we can share a little of Jesus’ love with them. This little prayer alone will help 
make our Parish a place of welcome.  
 
Clare Bell 
Pastoral Worker  
 

 

Prayer against Euthanasia 

 

Heavenly Father, we call on You in this time of dire need.  

We fear that our country will embrace legalised Euthanasia,  

creating a culture of death; whereas You are the Light and Creator of Life.  

We offer up to You the hearts of those who support Euthanasia, 

 many out of fear because they do not know You and Your great mercy. 

 We know that You have the power to change the hearts  

of those who think Euthanasia is the only answer to illness and  

suffering and we humbly ask You to do so.  

We also ask You to inspire those who are opposed to Euthanasia,  

but who have yet to make a stand to rise up and speak out. 

 Nothing is impossible to You.  

We pray for Your help. 

Amen. 

 
 



 

 

READINGS FOR THE DAY 1ST KINGS 3: 5, 7-12; 2ND: ROM 8:28-30; GOSPEL: MT 13: 44-52 
PSALM RESPONSE: LORD, I LOVE YOUR COMMANDS. 

 

Masses Offered for:  
Alida Maria Rietveld (Netherlands), Leo Musson Recent); 

(Charles) Viv Leech. 

 

They have gone no further from us than to God  

and God is very near 

Solidarity 

Each year many of the priests of the diocese gather together for a week to reflect on their lives as priests and as human beings. It is a valuable 

opportunity to step aside from the normal routine of life to minister to each other with prayer, reflection and time out. This week your priests will 

be away for this purpose.  All Masses continue as usual during this time. In an emergency, please call Father Peter Farrant at 021 043-9093.  

 

Memorial Mass – Brian Eccleton RIP 

Father Simon’s father, Brian, passed away at Nazareth House on 3rd April. A Requiem Mass will be celebrated for Brian on Wednesday 5th 

August, 1.30pm at St Matthew’s Church, Bryndwr.  

 
Adoration 
Adoration has resumed in the church Monday to Friday between 11.00am and 12 noon. If you are available to help with this on any day between 
Monday and Thursday please contact the Parish Office. 

 
Deacon Tang Phan Ordination to priesthood 
After completing six and a half years study at the national seminary, Deacon Tang Phan has returned to Christchurch Diocese. He has taken up 
his first appointment at Greymouth Parish, assisting the parish priest, Father Mathew Siji. Deacon Tang will be ordained to the priesthood on 
Saturday 22nd August, 11.00am at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral. All are welcome to attend this special event in the life of the diocese. Please keep 
Deacon Tang in your prayers as he prepares for his ordination. As has happened for the other Vietnamese priests, we invite those who would 
like to, to send a monetary gift to Deacon Tang for his ordination. Contributions can be made as follows: 
Account name: Catholic Diocese of Christchurch.  
Account number: 03-0802-0948733-00.  Please include the reference: Tang  
 
Right to Life – Annual General Meeting 
Members and supporters are invited to attend the AGM of Right to Life at 7.30pm on Friday 31 July at Christ the King Parish Centre, 90 Greers 
Road. The guest speaker will be Paulo Garcia MP, who will talk on “Defending the right to life in 2020.” 

 
Spirit Night – Whisky & The Holy Spirit: Friday 31 July 7.00pm-10.00pm 
St Francis of Assisi Catholic School, 370 Innes Road, Mairehau, Christchurch. A men’s night of whisky tasting accompanied by testimonials 
from parishioners about how The Holy Spirit works in their lives. Supper included. R18 event. $20pp. Tickets must be pre-purchased from the 
Parish office or from Phillip Bell 02102914855, phil.clare.bell@gmail.com. Payments to bank account number 031592 0602105 20 using your 
name as the reference. 
 

St Vincent de Paul 
This week 67 people in our area were helped. Our pantry is in need of: rice, 2 minute noodles, tinned soup, jam, vegemite, 
marmite and peanut butter. The Cathedral Conference has donated some wood to SVDP Stanmore Road to be distributed 
to all Conferences in Christchurch. This was possible through the generous monetary donations received from parishioners. 
 

Single Parents Group 
Are you interested in connecting with people in a similar situation to you within a social setting? Single parents in the Christchurch diocese have 
the opportunity to meet once a month (without kids), in our Cathedral Parish Narthex (foyer) to get to know others. Come along on August 6th 
at 7:30pm or contact Liz (lizdotdick@gmail.com) for further information. We look forward to seeing you! 
 
Wednesday’s at One 
This week’s concert will be held in the Music Centre, next to the Pro-Cathedral. This week’s performers will be Apollo Musicum & Associates: 
“On the Level” – a montage of music from iconic and local composers. 
 

If you have previously taken communion to the sick and are no longer using the pix supplied by the Parish  

please return it to the Parish Office. 
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