
                             
373 Manchester Street, Christchurch 

The Most Holy Trinity (Year A) 7th June 2020 

Looking Forward 
Thank you to everyone who assisted with the reopening of our Cathedral last weekend for holy Mass. 
How fitting it was that we should resume public celebrations of Mass on Pentecost Sunday, the birthday 
of the Church. With eleven Masses (each of no more than 100 people) from Saturday 4.30pm to Sunday 
7.00pm, it was certainly a festive atmosphere for the first day of our life as the new Cathedral Parish.  
 
I was impressed with the good humour and generosity of parishioners as we accommodated the strange 
requirements of registering for Mass, hand sanitising and social distancing. Not everything went 

smoothly, but overall it was a joyful day of prayer and thanksgiving. We have now begun the process of establishing 
ourselves as a parish community made up of the former St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral and the St Francis of Assisi communities. 
 
It is a mark of who we are as God’s people that we bring patience and goodwill to this process of coming together. Change 
is always unsettling, but it is also an opportunity to offer up to the Lord that unsettledness, that we may grow in personal 
holiness.  
 
We are orientated for mission, and as such we need to be always testing what we are doing against the goal of growing our 
community of faith. How can we draw many more young families into the fulness of life in our parish? How do we reach out 
to the unchurched and invite them to walk with us on the journey of faith? How do we equip ourselves to be effective and 
intentional witnesses to the Catholic faith in our part of the city?  Are there better ways for us to engage with and support 
migrants, especially refugees? There is much work to be done, and still many questions. But like those apostles in the upper 
room on Pentecost Sunday, we cry out to the Holy Spirit that we may receive new courage and wisdom for the task before 
us.  
 
This is an exciting time. I am confident that with God’s grace we will grow in our efforts to be evangelists after the heart of 
Jesus himself.  
 
Reduction in the lockdown alert level 
There are indications that the government may allow people to gather in larger numbers within the next few days. This 
weekend I need to outline to you what the Mass times will be for next Sunday with this in mind.  
 
Option one – if the maximum allowable gathering remains at 100, then we will repeat the current timetable with online 
registrations required. Masses will continue to be Saturday 4.30pm, 5.30pm, 6.30pm. Sunday 7am, 8am, 9am, 10am, 11am, 
4pm, 5pm and 6pm.  
Option Two – if the restriction on numbers is lifted this week, then from next Sunday Mass times will be 5.30pm Saturday 
vigil; 8.00am, 9.30am, 11.00am, 4.30pm and 6.00pm Sunday. There will be no need to register for the Mass you want to 
attend.  
 
You will notice that in this new timetable the morning Masses are pushed back half an hour. We hope that an 8.00am start 
will be more appealing, and thus receive a larger number of parishioners. This of course means that the middle morning 
Mass moves back to 9.30am and the choral Mass moves back to 11.00am. The 4.30pm Mass time will, we hope, appeal to 
a cross-section of our community. We plan to introduce various activities on Sunday afternoons, especially for families and 
youth. The 4.30pm Mass then becomes a natural conclusion to these gatherings. Then finally a 6.00pm Mass for those who 
like an evening Mass. We will try this timetable for the rest of the year, and then either confirm it or make changes as 
needed. For some people this timetable will offer new opportunities for Mass attendance; for others it means the loss of a 
preferred time for Sunday worship.  At this moment it seems to be the best balance of many competing needs.  Our 
anticipated Mass count is 1,400 people (St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral 800 and St Francis 600). As explained in last weekend’s 
newsletter, St Francis of Assisi Church in Innes Road will not be used for regular Masses.  

 

Please help us to make this new arrangement work as best as possible.  

 

Kind regards, 

Father Simon Eccleton 

Administrator 

 

 



READINGS FOR THE DAY 1:  EXODUS 34: 4-6, 8-9; 2: 2 COR 13: 11-13; GOSPEL: JOHN 3: 16-18 

Spam Email  
If you receive an email purporting to come from one of your priests asking for money or urgent help, 

please know it is spam. There are a number doing the rounds at the moment. Do not respond to these 

messages. Delete them.  

 

Website link for booking Sunday Mass each weekend 
https://www.cognitoforms.com/CatholicDioceseOfChristchurch/SundayMassRegistration 

Online Masses continue as usual: Sunday 10am, Monday to Saturday 9am 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbDyKPjjDeYWfpoz_hSDLfw 

 

Ignatian Prayer and Reflection Tuesday evening at 7pm on Zoom. Just click on this link more 

information contact Kirsten at Kirsten.challies@mairehauparish.org.nz or 027 437 6737. 

  MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

Monday to Friday 7:30am, 9.15am, 12:05pm (preceded by Confessions 11:30am) 
Saturday 9:15am followed by Confessions 

 

 

 
St Vincent de Paul welcome donations of non-perishable foods as we rebuild our 
storerooms, in caring for those in need. 
Thank you for your support. 
 

 

Men’s Luncheon 

Within our new Parish Community is a Men’s Luncheon Group which meets bi-monthly. The next 

luncheon is booked for the 16th June at the "GBC", 110 Marshlands Rd at 12 noon. Numbers may 

be restricted to conform with Covid19 guidelines. All men of the 

parish are welcome. For further details please contact Martin on 

385 9947 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Looking for Choice in Secondary School options? 

Catholic Cathedral College is a centrally located Year 7-13 high 

school open to students from across the city who are seeking a 

quality Catholic education. 

We are a culturally diverse school and pride ourselves on our 

students and staff who are vibrant, successful and compassionate 

people. Our students enjoy academic success and our fees are 

reasonable. Instead of our usual Open Evening, we are offering 

small guided tours of the school. Please visit us at 

www.cathcollege.school.nz or contact the office for more 

information ph: 03 9821690 or admin@cathcollege.school.nz 

Contact Details: 

To speak with one of the Priests 

377 5610 

Pastoral Workers by email. 

Kirsten.challies@mairehauparish.org.nz 

Clare.bell@mairehauparish.org.nz 

Parish Secretaries (Office Hours) 

9am – 12:30pm 

Colleen Carr 

 office@cathedralparish.nz  

379 1068 

Kirsten Tester 

secretary@mairehauparish.org.nz 

  

Mass Offered for: 

Veronica Murnane 
She has gone no further from us 

than to God  

and God is very near 
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